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PREFACE 


T O 
Dalby :Thomas, bly 


One of ths CommissS1ONERS 


for Managing His Majeſty” Ss. 
Duties on Ld Os. 


SIR, 
 TI>/-#1 $ Dr eface comes Direfted 
to you, not as Commiſſioner, &E. 
under whom T have the Homo 


to ſerve his Majeſt y; nor as a Friend; 
though 1 have great Obligations of that 


fort alſo; but as the moſt proper Judge 
{ of the Subjefls Treated of, and more 


Capable than the greateſt part of Mans 
kind to Diſtmguiſh and Underſtand them: 
' Booksare uſeft ful onlyto ſuth whoſe Gen- 
#5 are eſuitable to the Subjeft of them: And to 

[= Dedicate 


S Eo 
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Dedicate a Book, of Projes to a Perſon 
who had never concern'd himſelf to Think 
that way, would be like Muſt ick to one 
that has no Ear. 

And yet Your having a Capacity to Judge 
of theſe things, no way bros You under. 
the De ſic. ble Title of a Proj ector, any 


more than knowing the Pr "Bice W's Subs 


tleties of W hed | Men, makes a Man 
ulty of their Crimes. 
The ſeveral Chapters of this Book, are 


the reſults of particular T houghts, OCC = 


fron d) by Converſmg with the Publick Af- 


fairs \ari mg the preſent War with France. 


The Loſſes and Caſualties which attend all 
Trading Nations in the World, when 1 T1 
volved in fo Cruel a War as he us, have 
reach d us all, and I am none of the leaſt 


S ufferers : 71 this has put me , as well 


as Ofhers , on Inventions and Projetts, 
fo yy the Subjett of this Book, 'tis no 


ah ore than a pr oof of the Reaſon Il give 


tor hs general Pr ffing Humour of the 


x to. One 


'EhePreface? mn 
\ One unhappineſs Tlie under in the fol- 
lowing Book, viz. That having kept the 
o7 eateſt Part 'of it by me for near Five 
Years, ſeveral of the Thoughts ſeem to be 
hit by other Hands, and fome by the Pub- 
lick ; which turns the tables upon me, , af 
Thad Borrow'd from them. 
As particularly that of the Seamen , 
| which you kſiow well I had contriv'd bong 
| before the Aft for Regiſtring Seamen was 
Propos d. And that of Educating Women, 
which I think my ſelf bound to Declare, 
was form'd long before the Book call'd 
! Advice to the Ladies, was made Pub- 
| lick; and yet T donot Write this to Mag- 
nify my own Invention, but to acquit my © 
ſelf from Graftins on other eoples 
Thoughts. Tf T have Treſpaſs d 1pon 
any Perſon i mn the World, tis upon Jour 
ſelf, from whom T had ſome of the Noti- 
ons about County Banks , and Fattories 
for Goods , in the Chaptss of Banks ; 
and Jet X--da not think, that my Prope- 
A 7 TS al 
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fa far the Women , or. the Seamen , 


claſhes at all, cicher with that Book,, or 
the Publick mathad of Regiſtring Seamen. 


have been told fance this was done, 


| That my Propoſal for a Commiſſion of 


Enquiries into Bankrupt Eſtates, 4s 
PBorrow'd from the Dutch; if there i. 
any thing like it among the Dutch, 
more tha an ever T knew, or know yet ; "ud 


if fo, 1 Th ope tes no Objeftion againſt Our 


having the fame here, eſpecially if it be 
true, "that twou d be - ſo publickly Beneficial 
as is expreſs d. 

What 1s ſaid of Friendly Societies, 
Tthink no Man will Diſpute with me, ſince 
one bas met with ſo much Succeſs already 
in the Praflice of it, I mean, The 
Friendly Society | for Widows, of which 


you have been pleas d to be 4 Governor. 


Friendly Societies are very extenſi Ye, 
and as T have binted, might be carrid on 
to. many ' Particulars. " 1 have omitted 
one which was mention 4 in Diſcourſe 

with 


Fe WEL 


with" your wg 


Tradeſmen; all of ſeveral Trades, Aoree 


fome of whom my Opinion does not aghe, 


where a Flindred 


topether to Buy whatever they want 


of one another, and no where elſe, Prices 


and Payments to be ſettled among them- 


ſelves ; whereby every Man is ſure to have 


Ninety nine Cuſtomers , and can never 


want a Trade: And T cou'd have fill d up 


the Book with Inſtances of like nature , 
but Tnever deſign dto tire the Reader with 


Particulars. 


The Propoſal of the Penſion-Office 
you will ſoon ſee offer d to the Publick,, as 
an Attempt for the Relief of the Poor ; 


which if it meets with Encouragement, 
will every way anſwer all the oy Things 
T have ſaid of it. 


Thad Wrote a great many Sheets about 
the Com, about brinzing in Plate to the 


Mint, ay about our Statdards; but ſa 
many great Heads being upon it, with 


1 wou 'd not adventure to appear im Print 


upon that "oy Ways 


ty # 
| } 


ds & 
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Ways and Means alſo T have laid by on 
the ſame ſcore. Only adhering to this one 


Point, T hat be it by Taxing the Wares 
they Sell, be ut by Taxms them in Stock, 
be it by Compoſition, whic ch, by the way, 


] believe is the beſt; be it by what way ſo- 


ever the Parllomene pleaſe, the Retailers 
are the Men who ſeem to call upon us to 
be Taxd; if not by their own extraor- 


amary good Circumſtances , thouth that 


ni:c2t bear it, yet by the contrary m all 
other Deer ces of the Kingdom. 

Beſides, the Retailers are the only men 
whe 2 cou d pay it with leaſt damage, becauſe 
it fs 11 their power to levy it agam upon 
7 

Goods, fp is 10 more than paying a higher 
Rent {: jor their SO 

The Retailers of Manufa&ures, eſpe- 


Clally #0 far as relates to the hiland Thade, 


have never been tax d Jet , and th Jaly | 
Wealth or Number is not eaftly calcula- 


l ted : Tr ade and Land has been handled 


roughly 
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their Cuſtomers in the Prices "of their 
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rouehly enough ; and theſe are the men 


| who now lye as a Reſerve to Carry on the 
| Burthen of the War. 


Theſe are tbe Men , who, were the 
Land-Tax colleed as it ſhoud be , 
ought to pay the King more than that 
whole Bill ever producd ; and yet theſe 


are the men who T think I may venture to 


fay, do not pay a Twentieth part in that 


Bull. 
Shou d the King appoint a Survey over 


the Aſſeſſors , and Indif all thoſe who 
were found faulry ; allowing a Re- 


| ward to any Diſcoverer of an Aﬀeſoment 


made lower than the literal Senſe of the 
Act implies, What a Regiſter of Frauds 
and Connivances wou'd be found out! _ 


Th a General Tax , if any ſhou'd be 
_ excnsd, it ſhou d be the Poor, who are not 


able to pay, or at leaſt are pinch'd ; in the 
neceſſary parts of Life by paying : And yet 


here a poor Labourer who works for 1 welve- 


Pence 9r E19hteen-Pence a Day, does not 


drink. 
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vii The Preface! 
drink a Pot of Beer, but pays the King a 


Tenth part for Bxciſe andreally pays more 


tothe Kmg s Taxes in a year, than a'Coun- 
trey Shopkeeper , who is Alderman of the 


Town, worth perhaps Two or Three T bou- 


 fand* Pounds, brews his own Beer, pays 


no Exciſe, a, m the Land-Tax is rated 


it may be 100 |. and pays 11. 4s. per 
Annum : But ought , if the A# were 


put in due execution, to pay 36 | per 


 Aan. to the Kms. 


If T were to be askd how 7 wits ro 


medy this? I wou'd anſwer, It foau d be by 


fome Method in which every man may be 


tax d m the due proportion to bis Eſtate, 
end the Act put in execution, according to 


the truehntent andMeanmsg of i if; 11 01 der to 
 whicha Commiſſion ofAſlekmens ſhou'd 


be zranted toTwelve Men, ſuch as Fis Ma- 
jeſty hou d be well ſatisfied of, who ſhou'd 
£0 through the whole Kingdom, 1 hbree m 


4 Bady , , and ſhoud make a new 4ſ- 


feſSnent of Perſonal Eftates, not t© 


:meddle with Lind. |: ; To 
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The Preface. IK 
| . To theſe Aſſeſſors ſhoud aff the Old 
| Rates, Pariſh-Books, Poor-Rates , and \ 

 Highway-Rates alſo. be delivered ; and 
wpon due Enquiry to be made mto the dah 
ner of Living, and reputed Wealth of 
| the People, ihe Stock, or Perſonal Eſtate 
of every man ſhou d be aſſeſs d, a 
Connipance ; and he who as reputed to be 
worth a Thinſapd Pound, ſhou d be tax'd 
at a Thouſand Pound; and ſo on : And 
he who was an over-grown Rich Tradeſ- 
man of Twenty or T hirty thouſand Pounds 
Eſtate, ſhoud be tax'd jo, and Pla 
Engliſh and Plain Dealimg be prattis 
mdifferently throughout the Kingdom ; 
Tradeſmen and Landed men ſhou d have 
Neighbours Fare , as we call it ; and al 
| Reich Man ſhoud not be paſsd by: wi 4 
| Poor Man pays. 
| . We read of the Trllabitants of Con- 
ſtantinople, that they ſuffer d their City 
to.be loſt, for want of contributing im time 
for its Dyes ; and a_ Poverty to 


their | 
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ther Generous Emperor , when he ment 


from Houſe to Hauſe to perſ uade.them; and 
yet when the Turks took. it, the Prodigion 


Immenſe Wealth they found in it, made "em 


wonder atthe ſordid Temper of the Citizens. 
England ( with due Exceptions to 


the Parliament, and the Freedom where- 
with they have given to the Publick 
Charge ) is much ihe Conſtantinople ; 

we are anvolvd m a Dangerous, a 
.Chargeable, but withal a maſt Tuſt oy 
Neceſſor ,, th ar, and the Richeſt and Mo- 
ney d Men m the Kimodom plead Poverty; 
and the French , or King James , or 
the Devil may come for them, if they can 


but conceal their Eſtates from the Publick 


Notice, and get the Aſſeſſors to tax them 
at an; Vide Rate. 

T beſe are the men this Commiſſion wou'd 
diſcover ; and here they {hou d find men 
taxd at 5o0ol. Stock, who are worth 
20000 |. Here the) ſhou d find a certain 
Kich Man near Hackney, rated to day 


171 
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The Preface, wt 
in the Tax-Book at 1000 |. Stock, and 
to Morrow offering 27000 |. for an Eſtate. 

| Here they ſhou'd find Sir J---- C----- 
o_ tax'd to the King at 5o0ool.. 
ſtock, perhaps not ſo much , whoſe Caſh 
no man Can gueſs at : And multitudes of 
Inſtances T cou'd give by name , without 
wrong to the Gentlemen. | 

And not to run on in Particulars , T 
afirm, T hat m the Land-Tax Ten certal 
Gentleniunt' in London put together , did 
not pay for half ſo much Perſonal Eſtate, 
call d Stock, as the pooreſt of them is 
reputed really fo poſſeſs. 


F 1 do not enquare at whoſe door this 
| Fraud muſt lye , 'tis none of my buſmeſs. 

I wiſh they wou d fear ch into it, whoſe 
Power can puniſh it. But this os Sub- 
miſſion 1 preſume to fay; 

T be King 1s thereby defr auded and hor-_ 
ribly abusd ; the true Intent and Mean- 
ng £77 Afts of Parliament evaded ; the 
Nation involy d m Debt by fatal Deficien- 


CIES 


F > 
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es and Intereſts ; Fellow-Subjefs abus'd, 
and new Inventions for Taxes occaſi on'd. © 
The laft Chapter 1 in this Book is a Pro- 
pofal about entring all the Seamen in Eng- 
land into the King's Pay; a Subject 
which deſerves to be enlarg'd mto' a Book 
# ſelf; and T have a little Yolume of Cal- 
culations and Particulars by me on that 
Head, but T thought them tov long to' pub- 
liſh. In ſhort, Tam perſuaded, was that 
| Method propos d to thoſe Gentlemen to 
whom ſuch things belong, the greateſt Sum 
_ of Money might be rat d by it , with the 
le aſt Injury 0 thoſe who pay it, "that ever 
was or will be during the War. 
Proje&ors, they /ay, are generally to 
be taken with allowance of one palf at haſt; 
| they always have their mouths full of Mil- 
lions, and talk big of their own Propoſals ; 
and therefare I have not expos d the vaſt 
Sums my Caleulations amount to, but I 
ventire to ſo T could procure ao 011 ſuch 


a Propoſal al as this at ThreeMillions per Ann. 


and 
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and give very. good Security. for ret; 
Bs an Opinion T have of the Value. 0 
ſuch a Method ; and when that is done ,. 
the Nation. wou '4 get Three more by pay 
mg it ; which is very. ſtrange , but might 
eaſuly be mads on. 

Ih the Chapter of fink: [ have 
ventur d to reprove the Vicious Cuſtom of. 
Swearing : I ſhall make no Apology for the 

zonk for no man ought to be aſham'd of 
xpoſing what all men ought to be aſham'd 
of prafliſmg : But methinks I ſtand cor- 
feed by my own: Laws a little, in forcing 
the Reader to repeat ſome of the wor ſt of 
our Yulgar Imprecations , im reading my 
Thoughts againſt it : To which, bowever, 
T have this to reply ; 

Firſt, T did not fad it ealy to expreſs 
what T mean, without putting down the 
very Words, at leaft. not: ſo as to be very 
Iuellgible. He 

Secondly, Why ſhould Wards repeated 
only to expoſe, the Viet; taint the Reaaer, 


TOON 4 
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more than a Sermon pr each d agam T/- Lewqds 


neſs ſhould the Aſſembly ; Fas of neceſſity 
it leads the Hearer to the Thoughts of 


the Faft ; but the Morality of every | Aftion 
les in the End ; and if the Reader by ill 
uſe renders himſelf guilty of the Fatt in 
Readins , which T deſien'd.to Ow by 
Writing, the Fault is his, not mine. . 
T have endeavour d every where m 4-509 


cept where Calculations oblis.d me t bh 
particular 3 ; and having avoided Dmperti- 


nence in the Book, I wou'd avoid it t00 
in the Preface ; an therefore fob ne: 


a with bib my . 


' Your moſt. : Obliged, | 


Humble Servant; 


ko 
\ - bd g 
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Book, to be as Conciſe as _ poſſible ; ex- 
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15 SEceſlity , which is? if | 
EZ [4 low'd to be the Megs: 
\ >} 
7 ther of Invention, has 
ſo violently agitgtzd 
, Tao > 54 
: the Wits of men” © 
this time, that ir ſeems 
not at all improper, by way of *di- 


ſtinction , to call it-, The Projetting 


| 4oe. For tha”: rims of War and 


Publick Confuſtons,' the like Humour 
of Invention hab ſend ra ; yet, 
without being partial to the preſcar, 
it 1s, I think, no Injury to lay, the paſt 
Ages have never come up to the de- 


 gree of Projecting and Inventing, as 


It refers tro Matters of Negoce , and 
= Me- 


Introduion. 


Methods of Civil Polity , which we 
ſee this Age arriv d to. 

Nor 1s it a hard matter to aſſign 
probable Cauſes of the Perfection 
in this Modern Art. I am not of their 
melancholy Opinion , who aſcribe ir 
to the general Poverty of the Nation ; 
imce I believe ris caly to prove, the 
Nation it felt, raking it as one Gene- 
ral Stock , 1s not at all diminiſh or 
impoveriſhd by this 'Long , this 
Chargeable War ; but on the contra- 
ry, was never Richer, fince it was in- 
habited. 

Nor am I abſolutely of rhe Opini- 
on, that we are ſo happy as to be 
Wiſer in this Age, than our Fore- 
farhers; tho' at the ſame time I muſt 
own , ſome parts of Knowledge in 
Science as well as Art, has received 
Improvements in this Age, altogether 


conceal 'd from the former. 
The 


2 
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The Art bf War, which I take to 
be the higheſt Pelfeetion! of Human* 
Knowledge , is a ſufhcient Proof of 
what I ſay, eſpecially in conducting 
Armies, and in offenſive Engines ; 
witneſs the new ways of Mines, Fes 
gades , Entrenchments, Kacks! E- 
lodoments, andalong Et Cetera of We 
Inventions which want Names, pra- 
tiled in Sieges and Encampments ; 
witneſs the new ſorts of Bombs a | 
unheard-of Mortars, of Seven to Ten 
Ton Weight, wi which our Fleets 
ſtanding wa or three Miles off at 
Sea, can imitate God Almighty him- 
ſelf, and rain Fire and . Brimſtone out 
of Hears as it were, upon "Towns 
built on the frm Land witneſs alſo 
our new-invented Child of Hell , the 
Machine , which carries Thunder , 


F Lightning, and Earthquakes in its 


BB Bowels, 


4 Introdutt, 
_ Bowels , and tears up che molt im- 
pregnable Forrifhcarions. 

* Bur if I would ſearch for a —_ 
from whence it comes to pals thar "x | 
Age {warms with ſuch a multitude of 
Projectors more than uſual ; who be- 
tides the Innumerable Conceptions 
-which dye in the bringing torth, and 
(bke Abortions of the Bram)only come 
-mto the Air, and diflolve, do really 
every day produce new Conrriv ances, 
Engines, and Projects to ger Money, 
never before thought of; it, 1 fay, 1 
would examine ons this Comes to 
paſs, 1t mult be rhus : 

The Lofles and Depredations hich 
tis Yar brought with it ar frft, were 
EXCEecng [DARYy-, ſuffer'd chiefly by 
che I] Conduct of Merchants them- 
ſelves, who .did nor apprehend. the 
Danger to be really what it. was :.;For 
before our Admiralry could poibly 
ſettle 


3h 
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_ ſettle Convoys, Cruiſers, and 5ations 
| for Men of War all over the World, 
the French cover d the Sea with theix 


Pxrivareers and rook an incredible 
number 5f! our! 


the Loſs computed by-thaltwwho'pre- 
tended they wete able: correuchk, i ar 


aboye: Fifteen Millions of Piamdsffer= 


ling, in Ships ind Goods, in the fill 


two or three Years 'of ther War =A 


Sum, which it put into French. would 
mie ſuch a rumbling. Sound of 
orcat Numbers , as would fright a 


wank Accomprant out of his belief, 
being no lels, than One hundred ME 


Ninety Millkons of Livres. The weight 


_ of this: Loſs fell chiefly on the Tas: 
ding Part of the Nation; and amongſt 
them, on che Mer Ahies: and amongſt | 


£55 again upon the: moſt refin d:Ca- 
pacities , as the Inforers, &rt:- And an 


credible number of tis beft Mer- 
3 chanrs 


hins. . . have | ho LL 
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chants in the Kingdom ſunk under the 
Load ; as may appear a little by a 
Bill which once paſsd the Houle of 
Commons, for the Relief of Mer- 
chant-Inſurers, who had ſuffered by 
the War with France. It a oreat ma- 
ny fell, much greater were the num- 
ber of thoſe who felt a ſenf{1ble Ebb 
of their Fortunes, and with difhculry 
| bore up under the Loſs of great part 
_ of their Eſtates. Theſe, prompted 
by Neceſlity, rack their Wits for New 
Contrivances, New Inventions, New 
Trades , Stocks , Projects, and any 
thing to retrieve the deſperate Credit 
of their Fortunes. Thar this 1s pro- 
bable to be the Cauſe , will appear 
further thus ; France , tho I do not 
believe all the great Outcries we make 
of their Miſery and Diltreſs, if one. 
halt of which be true ; they are cer- 


 tainly the beſt Subjects in the world ; 
ye 
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yet without queſtion has felt its {har 


of the Loſſes and Damages of the 
War ; Burt the Poverty there falling 
chiefly on the Poorer ſort of People, 
they have not been fo fruitful in In- 
ventions and Practices of this nature, 
their Genius being quite of another 


ſtrain. As for che Gentry and more 


capable ſort, the firſt rhing a French 


man flies to in his diſtreſs, is the Ar- 


my ; and he ſeldom comes back irom 
thence to Get an Eſtare by painiul 
Induſtry , but either has his Brains 
knock d out, or makes his Fortune 
there. > = 
It Induſtry be in any Bulinels re- 
warded with ſucceſs, tis in the Mer- 
chandizing Part of the World, who 
indeed may more truly be aid to live 
by their Wits than any people whatſo- 
ever. All Foreign Negoce, tho to 
ſome 'tis a plain road by the help of 

B 4 Se 


S 


 IntroduGdion, 
Cuſtom, yet it is in its beginning all 
Projet, Contrivance, and Invention. 


Every new Voyage the Merchant con- 
trives, 1s a Project ; and Ships are ſent 


from Port to Port, as Markets and 
_ Merchandizes "1"aby , by the help of 
24g and ed al Intelligence ; 


wherein ſome are lo exquiſite, ſo fwiſt, 
and ſo exact, that a Mierdlanr f1 Feng 
at home in his Counting-houle , 

once converles with all Parts of be 


known World. "This, and Travel, 


makes a True-bred , Merchant the 


molt Intelligent Man in the World, 
and conſequently te molt capable , 

when urg d by Necciiity, to ic 
New Ways to live. And from hence, 

{humbly conceive, may very properly 
be deriv d the P, ojets, lo much the 
Subject of the preſen it Diſcourſe. And 
tO Lis ſort of men tis eaſy to trace the 


- Original of Banks , Stocks , Stock- 


jobbing, 
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jobbing , Aflurances, Friendly Socie- 
ties, Lotteries, and he WE © 
"To this may be added, the long 
annual Enquiry in the Hools of Com- 
mons for Ways and Means, which has 
been a particular movement to ſet all 
the Heads of the Nation at work; and 
[ appeal, with ſubmiſſion, to the Genel 
men of that Honotable Houle, if the 
greateſt part of all the Ways and 
Means, out of the common road of 
Land-Taxes, Polls, and the like, 
have not been handed to them from 
| the Merchant, and in a Oreat meaſure 
Paid by em too. 

However [ offer this nal 45 an Eflay 
at the Original of this prevaling Hu. 
-mour of the People; and as tis pro- 
bable ſo, 'tis alſo poſſible to be other- 
wile ; wind | ſubmir ro future de- 
monſtration. 


Of 
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Of the ſeveral ways this Faculy of 
Projecting have exerted it ſelf, and of 
the various Methods, as the Genius of 
the Authors has inclind, I have been 
a diligent Obſerver, and in moſt an 
unconcern d Spectator; and, perhaps, 
have ſome advantage from thence 
more ealily to diſcover the faux Pas of 
the Actors. If I have given an Eflay 
rowards any thing New, or made 
Diſcovery to advantage of any Con- 


_ trivance now on foot, all Men are at the 


liberty to make ule of the Improve- 
ment z if any Fraud is diſcover d, as 
now practis d, tis without any partt- 
cular Reflection upon Parties or Per- 
—_— ||. 

» Projects of the nature I Treat 
about, aredoubtlels in general of pub- 
lick Advantage, as they tend to Im- 
provement of Trade, and Employ- 
ment of the Poor, and the Circulati- 

On 


- RE 


Introdution. In 
on and Increaſe of the publick Stock 


of the Kingdom ; bur this 1s {uppos'd 
of ſuch as are but on the honeſt Ba- 
{1s of Ingenuity and Improvement ; 

in which, tho' Ile allow the Author to 
am primarily at his own Advantage, 


yet with the circumſtances of Publick. 


Benefit added. 


Wherefore tis neceſſary to diſtin- 


ouiſh among the Projects of the pre- 
ſenr times, between the Honeſt and 
the Diſhonelt: 

There are, and that too many, 
fair pretences of fne Diſcoveries, new 


Inventions, Engines, and I oe not 


what, ud being advancd in Noti- 


ON, wad talk'd up to great things ro. 


he. perform'd when ſuch and ſuch 
Sums of Money ſhall be advancd, 
and ſuch and ſuch Engines are mails 
have raisd the Fancies of Credulas 


TOs ro ſuch height, char meerly 
on 
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vi, che ſhadow of Expectation, they 
have form d Companies, choſe Com- 


21irtees , appointed Officers , Shares, 
and Books rais d great Sacks] ay 


c:1d up an empty Notion to Fs de- 
gree, that People have: been betray d 
© part with their Money for Shares in 
2 New-Nothing; and when the In- 


 ventors have carrid on the Teſt till 
they have Sold all their own Intereſt, 


they leave the Cloud to vaniſh of it 


felt, and the poor Purchaſers to Quar- 


rel a one another, and o0 to Law 


about Settlements, Transferrings, and 
ſome Bone or "UM thrown among 


em by the Subtlery of the Ajthor 


to lay the blame of the Miſcarriage 


_ upon themielves. Thus the os At 


firſt begin to fall by degrees, and. 


happy: is he that cells in time; till 
ike Braſs Money. it will go at laſt for 
nothing at all. So have I ſeen Shares 

in 
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we very properly call Brokers; butI have 
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in Joint-Stocks, Patents, Engines, and 


Undertakings , blown up by © the 
air of great Words, and the Name 
of ſome Man of Cookin concerned, to 
100 |. for a 5ooth. Part, or Share : 


ſome more, and at laſt dwindle a- 


way, till ic has been Stock-Jobb d 
down to 10, 12,9, 8. a Share, and 
at laik no Buyer ; that 1s, 1n ſhas. 
the fine new word Co Nothing-worth, 


and many Families ruin'd. dy the 


Purchaſe. If IT ſhould name Linnen- 


Manufattupes, Salipeter-Works , Copper- 


Manes, Drving-Engmes, Dipping, and 
the like, for inſtances of this, I ſhou d, 
[ believe, do no Wrong to Trucks: Or 
to ſorne Perſons roo viltbly ouilry. 

{ might go on upon this Subject to 


expole the Frauds and Tricks of Stock- 


Fobbers, Engmeers, Patentees , Commut- 


tees, with thoſe Exchange-Mountebanks 


- + 
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not Gaul enough for ſuch a work; *R 
as 4 general rule of cautionto Py" who 
woud not be Trick d our of their 
Eſtates by ſuch Pretenders ro New 
Inventions, let them obſerve, That 
all ſuch People who may be ſuſpected 


of Deſign, have afſuredly this in their 
Propoſal, Your Money to the Author 


mult go before the Experiment : And 
here I could give a very diverting Hi- 
ſtory of a Patent-Monger, whoſe 
Cully was no body but my ſelf; but 
I refer it to another occaſion. 

But this 1s no reaſon why Invention 


upon honeſt foundations, and to fair 


purpoſes, ſhoud not be! encourag d ; 

no, nor why the Author of any Eh 
by Contrivances ſhould nor reap the 
harveſt of his own Ingenuity ; our 
Acts of Parliament for granting 
Parents to firſt Inventors for Four- 


reen a} am 1s a ſufficient acknowledg- 
ment 
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- ment of the due regard which oughr 
to be had to ſuch as find out any 
7 thing which may be of publick Ad- 
7 vantage; new Diſcoveries in Trade, 
* in Arts and Myſteries, of Manufa- 
! @Quring Goods, or Improvement of 
!} Land, are without queſtion of as great | 
| benefit, as any Diſcoveries made in 
the Works of Nature by all the Aca- 
demies and Royal Societies in the world. 
There is, tis true, a great differ- 
ence between New Tiventions and Pro- 
jets, berween Improvement of Ma- 
nufactures or Lands, which tend to 
the immediate Benefit of the Publick, 
and Imploying of the Poor; and 
Projects tram d by ſubtle Heads, with 
a ſort of a Deceptio Viſus, and Legerde- 
mai, to bring People to run needlels 
and unuſual hazards : I grant it, and 
give a due preference to the fr{t, and 


yer Succeſs has ſo ſanc&tifid ſome of n 
| | thole bi 


ts 
Vis 
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choſe other ſorts of Proje&s , that 


'rwou'd be a kind of Blaſphemy a- 


oainſt Fortune to diſallow 'em; wit- 
neſs Sir Willkam Phipss Voyage to the 
Wreck ; twas a mere Project, a Lot- 
tery of a Hundred thouſand tro One 
odds ; a hazard, which if it had faild, 


every body wou d have been aſham d 


tro have own'd themlelves concern'd 


; a Voyage that woud have been 
as much ridicul'd as Don Ouixot s Ad- 
venture upon the Windmill : Blels us ! 
that Folks ſhould go Three thouſand 
Miles to Angle in the open Sea for 
Pieces of Fight ! why, they woud 
have made Ballads of it, and the 
Merchants wou'd have ſaid of every 
unlikely Adventure, Twas like Phips 
his Wreck-Voyage ; but it had Suc- 
cels, and who reflects upon the Pro- 
rect : 


IH1:2 
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Introduion. 17 
Nothing's fo partial as the Laws of Fate, 
Erefting Blockheads to ſuppreſs the Great. 
_ Sir Francis Drake the Spaniſh Plate- 
Fleet Won, 
| He had been a Pyrate if he had got none. 
Si Walter Rawleigh ſtrove, but miſs d 
ST the Plate, 

And therefore Did a TOY to the State: 


Endeavour bears a Value more or leſs, 
Fuſt as tis recommended by Succeſs : 

T he lucky Coxcomb ev'ry Man will prize, 
AndProſp rous Aions always paſs for Wiſe. 


However,this ſort of Projects comes 
under no Reflection as to their Ho- 
neſty, ſave that there is a kind of Ho- 
nelty a Man owes to himſelf and to 
his Family, that prohibits him throw- 
ing away his Eſtate in impracticable, 
improbable Adventures; bur {till ſome 
hit even of the moſt unlikely, of which 
this was one, of Sir William Phips, who 

C brought 
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) 


brought home a Cargo of Silver of 
near 200000 |. fierling, in Pieces of 


ohr, fiſh'd up our of the open Sea {| 
remote from any ſhore, from an old ' 
paniſh Ship which had been ſunk *' 


above Forty Years. 
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1 IF £ HEN I ſpeak of Wri- 
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i I do not mean either of 
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the Introduction of, or Continuing 
neceflary Inventions, or the Improve- 
ment of Arts and Sciences before 
known ; but a ſhort Account of Pro- 
jects, and Projecting,' as the Word is 
allow d in the general Acceptation at 
thi, preſent time, and I need not go 
tar back for the Original of the Pra- 

Ctice. 0 LS 
Invention of Arts with Engines 
and Handycraft Inſtruments for their 
[mprovement,- requires a Chronology 
10 x WM 


culiar Diretion from Heaven, the 


An Eſſay 


as far back as the Eldeſt Son of 
Adam, and has to this day afforded | 


ſome new Diſcovery in every Age. 


The Building of the Ark by Noah, 


ſo far as you will allow it a Wn 


Work, was the fr{t Project I read of; 


and no queſtion ſcem'd ſo EL. 
tro the Graver Heads of that Wile, 


tho! Wicked Age, that poor Noah was 


{ufhiciently Wer for it; and had 


he not been ſet on W ork by a very pe- 


Good old Man would certainly Pave 
been laugh'd d out of it, as 2 moſt lenſe- 


leſs calons Project. 

The Building of Babel was a Right 
Project ; for Lideed the true definition 
of a Project, according to Modern 


| Acceptation, 1s, as 1s faid before, a 
; vaſt Undertaking, roo big to be ma- 


nag'd, and therefore likely enough to 
come to nothing ; ; and yer as Great as 
they are, tis certainly true of 'em all, 

even 
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even as the Projectors propoſe ;  thar 


according to the old tale, It ſo many 
Eggs are hatch d, there wil be ſo ma- 
ny Chickens, a thoſe Chickens may 
lay ſo many Eggs more, and thoſe 
Eggs pr oduce lo many Chihens more, 
and ſo on. Thus 'twas moſt certain- 


ly crue, That if the People of the Old 


"WW old cou'd have Built a Houle up 


to Heaven , they ſhoud never be 
Drown'd again on Earth, and they on- 
ly had forgot to Whaſare the Height 
that is, as in other Projects, it "ol 
Miſcarrid, or elſe 'twou'd have Suc- 


ceeded. 


And yet when all's done, that very 


Building, and the incredible Heighth 


it was carrid, is a Demonſtration of 


_ the vaſt Knowledge of that Infant- 


Age of the World, who had no ad- 
vantage of the Experiments or Inven- 
tion of any before themlielves. 


C; : —= Thus 


22 An Eſſay 
Thus when our Fathers touch d with Guilt, 
That Huge . Stupendious Stair-Caſe 
- Built ; 
We Mock indeed the fruitleſs Enterprize, 
For fruitleſs A&ions ſeldom paſs for Wife; 
But were the Mighty Ruins left, they'd 
ſhow, 
To what Degree that Untaught Age did 


Know. 


I believe a very diverting Account 


might be given of this, but I {hall 
not attempt it. Some are apt to 
{ay with Solomon, No new thing happens 
under the Sun, but what 1s, has been ; 
yet I make no queſtion but lome con- 
fiderable Diſcovery has been made in 


theſe latter Ages, and Inventions of 


Human Original produc'd, which the 
World was ever without before, ei- 
ther in whole, or in part; and I refer 
only to two Cardinal Points, the ule 
of the Load-ftone ar Sea, and the 
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aſe of Gunpowder .and*Guns ; both 
which , as to the Inventing-parr, 
[ believe the World owes as abſolutely 
to thi,ſe particular Ages, as it does 
the Working in Braſs and Iron to Ty- 
bal Cam, or the Inventing of Mulick 
to Jubal his Brother. As to Engines 
and Inſtruments for Handycratt-Men, 
this Age, I dare ſay, can ſhow ſuch 
as never were ſo much as thought of, 
much leſs imitated before; for I do 


not call that a real Invention. which 


has ſomething before done like it, I 
account that more properly an Im- 


provement. For Handycratt Inſtru- 


ments, I know none owes more to 
true genuine Contrivance, without bor- 
rowing from any former uſe, than a 
Mechanick Engine contrivd in our 
time,call'd, 4 Knittmg Frame,which buile 
with admirable Symetry, works really 
with a very happy Succeſs, and may 
be obſerv'd by the Curious to have a 

| C4 | mas 


more than nary Cornpoſi tion; for 


which I refer to the Engine it ſelf, to be 


ſeenin every Stocking-Weaver 5 Garret. 


I ſhall trace the Original of che 
Projecting Humour that . now reigns, 
no farther back than the Year 1680. 
dating its Birth as a Monſter then, 
tho' i times it had indeed ſome- 
thing of life in the time of the late 
Civil War. I allow, no Age has 
been altogether without ſomething 
of this nature ; and ſome very hap- 
py Projects ht left to us as a taſte 
of their Succeſs ; as the Water-houſes 
for FPerng of the City of London 
with Water ; and fince he the New- 


River, with very Confideiable Under- 
takings, and Perfect Projects, adven- 


wrd on the riſque of Succeſs. In the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt, infinite 
| Projects were Bon facial ingMo- 


ney without a Parliament; Oppreſſing 


” Monopolies, and Privy Seals; but 
theſe 
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7% and Mechanical Motions; and Biſhop 


| began the Art and Myſtery of Proje- 


Rupert, Uncle to King Charles the Se- Cop. Do 
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theſe are excluded our Scheme, asIrre- 
gularities ; for thus the French are as 
fruitful in Projects as we; and theſe 
are rather Stratagems than Projects. 
Afﬀcer the Fire of London , the Contri- 
vance of an Engine to Quench Fires, 
was a Proje& the Author was ſaid to 


get well by, and we have found to be 
very uſeful. But about the Year 1680. 


cting to creep into the World. Prince 


& 
1 


cond, gave great Encouragement to 
that part of it that reſpe&ts Engines, 


Wilkins added as much of the Theory 
to it, as writing a Book: could do : 
The Prince has left us a Metal call'd 
by his Name; and the firſt Project 
upon that was, as I remember, Caſting 
of Guns of that Metal, and boring 
them; done both by a peculiar Method 
of his own, and which died with him, 
to 
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©o the great loſs of the Undertaker, who 
to that purpoſe had, with no ſmall 
Charge, erected a Water-Mill at Hack- 
ney-Marſh, known by the name of the 
Temple-Mill : Which Mill very happily 
perform'd all parts of the Work; and 
I have ſeen of thoſe Guns on Kaed 
the Royal Charles, a Firlt-rate Ship, 
being of a Reddiſh Colour, different 
either from Braſs or Copper. I have 
heard ſome Reaſons of State aſlign'd, 
why that Project was not permit- 
ted to go forward ; but I omit 
them, becauſe I hi no good Au- 
chority for it : After this, we ſaw a 
Floating Machine, to be wrought with 
Horles for the Towing of Great Ships 
both againſt Wind and Tide; and 
another for the raiſing of Ballaſt 
which, as unperforming Engines, had 
the Wile o being Made, Expos'd, 


Trid, and laid hs before the Prince 
_ 


It 
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If thus we introduce it into the 
World under the Conduct of that 
Prince ; when he died, twas left a 
hopeleſs Brat, and had hardly any 
Hand to own it, till the Wreck-Voy- 
age before-noted, perform'd ſo happily 
by Captain Phips, afterwards Sir Wil- 


liam; whoſe ſtrange Performance ſet a 


} great many Heads on work to contrive 
7 ſomething for themſelves; he was im- 
] mediately follow'd by my Lord Mor- 
dant, Sir John Narborough, and others 
from ſeveral Parts, whoſe Succeſs made 
'em ſoon weary of the Work. _ 
The Project of the Penny-Poſt, 1o 
well known, and ſtill praftisd, I can- 
not omit ; nor the Contriver Mr.Dock- 


wra, who has had the honour to have 


2 the Injury done him in that Aﬀair, re- 
7 paird in ſome meaſure by the publick 
J Juſtice of the Parliament. And the 


Experiment proving it to be a Noble 


and Uſetul Deſign, the Author muſt 
=» Ie 
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be remembred, where-ever mention is 


- made of that Afﬀair, to his very great 


Reputation. 

Twas no queſtion a great hardſhip 
for 2 man to be Maſter of ſo fine a 
Thought, that had both the Eſſential 


Ends of a Proje& 1n it , Publick Good, 


and Private Advantage ; - and that the 


Publick ſhou'd reap the benefit, and 


the Author be left out; the Injuſtice 


ot which, no doubr, diſcourag'd many 


a Good Deſign : Bur ſince an Altera- 


tion in Publick Circumſtances has re- 
cover d the loſt Attribute of Juſtice, the 


like 1s not to be fear'd. And Mr. Dock- 


wra has had the ſatisfaction to ſee the 
tormer Injury diſown'd, and an ho- 
nourable Return made even by them 
who did not the Injury , in bare re- 
ipect to his Ingenuity. 

A while before this , ſeveral Peo- 
ple, under the Patronage of ſome 


great Perſons , had engagd in Plant- 


ing 
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upon Projefts. 
ing of Foreign Collonies ; 4s Willi 
Pen , the Lord Shaftsbury ; Dr. @s, 
and others. in Penſulvania, Carell. 


Eaſt and We eft Jerſey , and the like 


places ; which I do nor call Pro- 


jects, becauſe twas only proſecu- 


tng wha had been formerly be- 


gun : But here began the form- 


ing of publick Joint-Stocks, which , 


together with the Eaſt-India, African, 


and Hudſon's-Bay Companies, before 


eſtabliſh'd, begot a New Trade, which | 


we call by. a new Name, $S rock-Jobbing, 
which was at firſt only che ſi1mple Con 
ſional Transferring of Intereſt andShares 


from one to another, as Perſons alie- 


nated their Eſtates ; bat by the Indu- 
{try of the Exchange-Brokers, "= 
oot the buſineſs inco their hands, 


Pena 1 Trade :; and one oli 


manag 4 with he greateſt Intriegue , 
Artifice, and Trick , that ever any 


thing chat "FP" d with 2 face of Bo-. 


neſty 
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30. An Eſſay 

neſty could be handl'd with ; for 
«hile the Brokers held the Box, ' they 
made the whole Exchange the Eine 
ſters, and raisd and lower'd the Prices 


of Stocks as they pleasd; and always 
had both Buyers = Sellers who 


ſtood ready innocently ro commit 


their Money to the mercy of their 
Mercenary Tongues. This Upſtart of 
a Trade having taſted the {weetnels of 
Succeſs which generally attends a No- 
vel Pr opoſal , introduces the Illigiti- 


mate wandring Object I ſpeak of, as 


a proper Engine to End Work "2 the 


Brokers. Thus Stock-Jobbing nurs d 


Projecting, and Proj jecting in return | 
has very diligently pimp 'dfor its Foſter- 
parent, till both are arriv'd to be Pub- 
Iick Grievances ; and indeed are now 
almoſt grown ſcandalous. 
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Of PrRojEcTORSs. 

R (AN is the worſt of all God's 
Creatures to ſhift for himſelf ; 
no other Animal 1s ever ftarvd to 
death ; Nature without, has provided 
them both Food and Cloaths; and 
Nature within, has placd an Inſtin& 


| thar never fails to direct them to pro- 


per means for a ſupply; but Man 


muſt either Work or Starve, Slave or 
Dye; he has indeed Reaſon given him 


to diredt him, and few who follow 


the Dictates of that Reaſon come to 


{uch unhappy Exigencies ; but when 


by the Errors of a Mans Youth 


he has reducd himſelf to fſuch 


2 degree of Diftrels, as to be abſo- 
lurely without Three things, Money , 
Friends, and Health, he Dies in a 
Ditch, or in ſome worſe place, an 
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Ten thouſand ways there are to 
bring a Man to this, and but very 
tew to bring him out again. 

Death is the univerſal Deliverer, and 
therefore ſome who want Courage to 
bear what they ſee before 'em, Hang 
themſelves for fear ; for certainly Selt- 


deſtruction is the effect of Cowardice 


in the higheſt extream. 
Others break the Bounds of Laws 
to ſatisfy that general Law of Nature, 


_ andturn open Thieves, Houſe-breakers, 


Highway-men, Clppers, Coiners, ec. 


ull they run the length of the Gallows, 


and pert a Deliverance the neareſt way 
at St. Tyburn. 

Others being maſters of more Cun- 
ning than their Neighbours, turn their 
Thoughts to Private Methods of Trick 
and Cheat, a Modern way of Thieve- 
ing, every jot as Criminal, and in 
ſome degree worle than the other, 
by which honeſt men are gulld 


with 


apon Projects. 33 
with fair pretences ro part EY their 
7 Money, and then left ro take their 
7] Courſe with the Author, who ſculks 
7 behind the curtain of a Protection, or 
7 in the Mint or Friars, and bids deft- 
7 ance as well to Honeſty as the Law. 
Others yet urg'd by the ſame ne- 
| ceſlity, rurn their thoughts tro Honeſt = 
7 Invention, founded upon the Plat- 
} form of Ingenuity and Integrity. 

% Theſe two laſt ſorts are thoſe we 
call Projeftors; and as there was always 
| more Geeſe hes Swans, the number of 
© the latter are very inconſiderable- in 
| compariſon of the former ; and as 
| the greater number denomiipates the 
| leſs, the juſt Contempt we have of 
| che former {orr, beſpatters the other, 
who like Cuckolds bear the reproach 
! of other Peoples Crimes. 

| A meer Projector then is a Con- 
| temptible thing, driven by his own 
| deſperate Fortune to {ſuch a Streight, 
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34 An Eſſay 

that he muſt be deliverd by a Mira- 
cle, or Starve ; and when he has bear 
his Brains for ſome ſuch Miracle in 
vain, he finds no remedy but to paint 
up. ſome Bauble or other, as Players 


make Puppets talk, big , to him like a 


2 New Invention, gets a Patent for it, 
divides 1t into Shines, and they muſt 
be Sold; ways and means are not 
wanting to Swell the new Whim 
to 2 valt Magnitude Thouſands, and 
Hundreds = FUE Gs" are the leaſt 
of his diſcourfe, and ſometimes Mil- 


lions ; till the Ambition of ſome ho- 


neſt Eimb is wheedl'd to part 
with his Money for it, and then 


* "260 Mt ION Wink ridiculus mus. 


the] Adventurer is left to carry on the 
Project, and the Projector laughs ar 


him. The. Diver {hall walk - the 
bottom 


upon Projects. 35 
bottom of the Thames ; the Saltpeter- 
Maker ſhall Build han T---ds Pond 
Z into Houſes; the Engineers Build Mo- 
* dels and Windmills to draw Water, 
till Fands are raisd to carry it on, by 
Men who have more Money chit 
Y Brains, and then good night Patent 
| and Irvention the Projector nas done 

i his butinels, acid] IS GONE. 

Bur the Honeſt Projector is he, who 
* having by fair and plain principles of 
y Senſe | Honeſty, and Ingenuity, brought 
| any Contrivance to a ſuitable Perfe- 
ion, makes out what he pretends to, 
: | picks no body's pocket, puts his Pro- 
; Ib in Execution, and contents him» 
| ſelf with the real Produce, as the ra 
Lk of his [avention. 
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Of BANKS. 
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B ANK S, without queſtion, To 


rightly manag'd, are, or may 
be, of great Advantage, eſpecially ro 
a Trading People, as The Engliſh are ; 
and among many others, this 1s oe 
particular caſe in nh that Bene- 
fit appears, That they bring down 
the Intereſt - Money, and take from 
the Goldi{miths, Sctiveners, and others, 


who have mand of running Caſh, 


their moſt delicious Trade of making 
advantage of the neceſſities of the 
Merchant, in extravagant Diſcounts, 


and Pikknio” s for JE Bn of Money, 


when either large Cuſtoms or Foreign 
Remuctances, call for Disburſements 

yond his common Ability ; for by 
the ealinels of Terms on which the 
Merchant may have Money, he is en- 


courag d to venture further in Trade 
than 
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than otherwiſe he would do'; not but 
that there are other great advantages 
a Royal Bank, might procure in this 
Kingdom, as has been ſeen in part by 
this, As advancing Money” to the Ex- 


chequer upon Parliamentary Funds and 
Securities, by. which in time of a War 


our Preparations for any = ws 


need not be in danger of Mi carriage 


E for wantof Money, "though the Taxes 


raisd be not ſpeedily paid , nor the 
Exchequer burthen d with Fs exceſ{ive 
Interelts paid in former Reigns upon 


= Anticipations of the Revenue ; Land- 


ed Men might be ſupplied EY Mo- 
neys upon Sectiricils on eaſter Terms, 
which would prevent the Lols of ma 
ticudes of Eſtates, now ruin'd and de- 


7 vourd by inſolkns and mercileſs Mort- 


cagees and the like. But now we un- 
happily lee a Royal Bank Eſtablith'd 
by Act of Parliament, and another 
with a large Fund upon the Orphans 
D 3 Stock 3 
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| Stock; and yet theſe Advantages, or | 


F111 thy whichwe expected, not anſwerd, 


tho the prerenl! ons in Both have nor 


been wanting ar ſuch time as they 
found it needful to introduce them- 


ſelyes into publick Eſteem, by giving 


_ out Prints of what they. were rather _ 


able to do, than really intended to 
practice. $6 that our having I wo 


Banks at. this. time fetcl'd, and more 
Erc&ing, has not yet been able to re- 


duce the Intereſt of Money ; nor be- 
cauſe the Nature and Foundation of 
their Conſtitution does not tend to- 
wards 1t; bur becauſe, finding their 
Hands fall of better LL nels, they are 
wiſer than by being {laves to old ob- 
ſclete Propolais, to loſe the advan- 
tage of the great Improvement they 
can make of their Stock. 

This however , does not at all re- 


 fie& oa the Nature- of a Bank, nor 


of the Benefit it would be to the 


pub- 


7 ter for them to make publication they 
s wou'd do io, from the beginning of | 
© January next after their Settlement; 
J lince to this day, as I am inform's 


lf they have not Lent one rung, | in 
thar Manner. 
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| publick Trading-part of the King- 
2 dom , whatever it may ſeem to do 
J on che practice of the preſent. We 
7 find Four or Five Banks now in view 
J to be ſertld; I confeſs I expect no 
I more "26 thoſe to come , than 
i} we have found from the paſt ; and 
7 think I make no breach on her: my 
J Charity or good Manners, in ſaying 
ſo; andI reflect not upon any of che 
q Banks that are or ſhall be Eſtabliſh'd 
for not doing what I mention, bar 
| for making ſuch publications of wh 
@ they would do. I cannot think any 
= Man had expected the Royal Bank, 
7 ſhoud Lend Money on Mortgages 
q at 4 per Cent. nor was it much the bet- 
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Our Banks are indeed nothing but 
ſo many Goldſmiths Shops, where 
tne Credit being high ( and the Dire- 
ctors as high) Pcople lodge their Mo- 
ney ; and They, rhe na Sg mean, 
make. their advantage of it; if you 
Jay it at Demand, they allow you no- 
thing ; if at "i 3 per Cent. and ſo 
wou'd any Gold{mith in Lombardſtreet 
have done before; bur the very Banks 
themſelves are ſo aukward in Lend- 
Ing ; ſo ſtrict, fo tedions, {o inquiſitive, 
ſz withal "4 publick in their taking 
Securities, that Men who are any 


thing er WOn't JO to them :; and 


ſo the tafineſs of Borrowing Money, 
ſo much delignd, is defeated ; for 
here is a private Intereſt to be made, 
tho it be a puplick one; and, in 
ſhort, tis oniy a great 1 de carri d 
on for the private Gain of a few con- 
cernd in the Original "AY and 
tho we are to hope for Great chings, 
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becauſe they have promis'd them: ; yet 
they are all Furure that we know of. 


And yet all this while aBank might 
be very beneficial to this Kingdom ; 


WI 
Z and This might be fo, if either livic 
1 8 own Ingenuiry, Or Publick Authority, 


| would oblige them to take the Publick 
Good into "equal Concern with their 
Private Intereſt. 
To explain what I mean, _ 
Banks being eſtabliſh d by Publick 
Authority, ought alſo, as all Publick 
things are , to "bo ES Limitations 
and Reſtrictions fm tht Authority ; 
and thoſe Liraitations being regulated 
with a proper regard to the Eaſe of 
Trade in General, and the Improve- 
ment of the Stock in Particular, would 
make a Bank a Uſeful , Profitable © 
Thing indeed. 
Firtt, A Bank ought to be of a 
Magnirude proportion'd to the T rade 
of the Countrey 1t 1s in; which this 


Bank 
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| Bank 1s fo far from, that 'tis no more 
to the Whole, than the leaſt Gold- 
{mith's Calh 1 "0 Lombardſtr eet 1s to the 
Bank : From whence it comes to pals, 
that already more Banks are contri- 
ving ; and I queſtion not but Banks 
in London will ee long be as frequent 


2S Lotteries: The Conſequence of 


which in all Probability will be , the 
diminiſhing their Reputation , or a 
Civil War with one another. Tis 
true, the Bank of England has a Ca- 

al Stock ; but yet was that Stock 
wholly det of the Publick Concern 
of the Government, it is not above a 
Fifch Parc of what would be necetlary 
to manage the whole Buſineſs of the 
Town; which it ought, tho not to 
do, at leaſt to be Able to do: AndI 
ſuppoſe | may venture to ſay, Above 
one half of the Stock of the preſent 


Bank is taken up in the Afﬀeairs of the 


Exchequer. 


[ ſup- 
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| ſuppoſe no body will take this 


Diſcourle for an Inve&ive againſt the 
Bank of England ; [| believe . 1s 4 Ve- 
ry Good Fund, Re very Uſeful one, and 


a very Profirable one : It has been 


Uſeful ro the Government, and it 1s 
Proftable to the Proprietors ; and the 
eſtabliſhing it at ſuch a Jun&ure, when 
our Enemics were making great boaſts 
of our Poverty and Want of Money, 
Was 4 particular Glory to our Nation, 
and the City in particular. That with 
the Paris Gazette inform'd the World, 


That the Parliament had indeed given 
the King Grants for raiſing Money in 


Funds to be paid in remit Years ; 

but Money was lo ſcarce, that no Xe 
ticipations could be procured : : That 
ju{t then, bef{1des Three Millions paid 
1nto the Exchequer that Spring on 
_ other Taxes by way of Advance, there 


was an Overplus-Stock to be fond of 


1200 000 Pounds ſterling or (tro make 
ic 
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it ſpeak F/ ench ) of above Fifteen Mil- 
lions, which was all paid Voluntarily 
into vhs Exchequer, in lels than 
Beſides this , I believe the 
preſent Bank of England has been ve- 
ry ulſctul to the Exchequer , and to 
ſupply the King with Remittances for 
the Payment bf. the Army in Flanders ; 
which has allo, by the way, been very 
profitable ro it ſelf. Bur {till chis Bank 
1s not of that Bulk that the Bulineſs 


done here rcquires ; nor is it able, 
with all the Stock it has, to procure 
the great propos d Benefit, the low r- 
ing the Intereit of Money : Whereas 
all Foreign Banks abſolutely govern 
the lacedht both art Amſter lam, E729 
noa, and tld places. And "i De- 
fect | conceive the Multiphicity of 
Banks cannot ſupply, unlels a perfect 
Underſtanding could be Jecur d be- 

tween them. 
To remedy Uts Defect , ſeveral 
Methods 
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Mithods might be propos d: Some [ 
ſhall take the Freedom to hint at. 

Firſt, Thar the preſent Bank In- 
creaſe thei Stock to art leaſt Five Mil- 
lions ſterling, to be ſertled as they are 
already, with ſome ſmall Limitations 
to make the Methods more beneficial. 
Five Millions ſterlms 1s an immenſe. 
SUI ; to which add the Credit of 
their Caſh, which would lupply them 
with all the Overpius-Money 1n the 
Town , and probabiy might amount 
0 half as much more ; and then the 
Cane Running-Bills which by 
circulating would no queſtion be an 
Equivalent to the other half: So that 
in Stock, Credit, and Bank-bills, the 
Balance of their Caſh would be al- 
ways Ten Millions fterlmg : A Sum 
that every body who can talk of, does 
not underitand. 
Bur then to hnd Buſinel for all 
this Stock ; which though it be a 
ſtrange 
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ftrange thing to think of, is neverthe- 
leſs ealy when it comes to be exa- 


min'd. Las firſt for the Buſineſs; Fhis 


Bank ſhou'd enlarge the Number of 
their Directors as they do. of their 
Stock ; and ſhould then eſtabiſh ſeve- 
ral Sub-Committees, composd of 
their own Members, who ſhou'd have 
the direting of ſeveral Ofhces rela- 
ting to the diſtinct ſorts of Bulinels 
they referr'd to; to be over-rul'd and 
govern'd by the Governor and Di- 
rectors in a Body , bur to have a 
Concluſive Power as to Contracts. 

Of thele there ſhould be 
One Office for Loan of Money for 
Cuſtoms of Goods; which by a plain 
Method might be ſo order d, that the 
Merchant might with eaſe pay the 
higheſt Cuſtoms down ; and fo by al- 
lowing the Bank 4 per Cent. Advance, 
be fir{t ſure to ſecure the 10 /. per Cent. 
- which che King allows for Prompt 
aye 
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Payment at the Cuſtom-houſe ; and be 
allo freed from the woul@mc work 
of finding Bonds-Men , and Securi- 
_ ies for the Money ; which has expos d 
many a Man to che "Tyranny of Ex- 
tents either for himſelf or his Friend , 
to his utter Ruin ; who under a have 
moderate Proſecution, had been able 
to pay all his Debts; and by this 
Method has been torn 0 pieces, and 
diſabled from making any tolerable 
Propoſal to his Creditors. This 1s a 
Scene of Large Buſineſs, and would 
in proportion "employ A Large Cath : 
| And tis the eaſteſt thing in the world 
_ to make the Bank the Paymaſter of all 
the Large Cuſtoms, and yet the Mer- 
chant have ſo hadenabil 2 Poſleſfion 
ot his Goods, as may be neither any 
Diminurtion to his Reputation, or any 
Hindrance to their Sale. 
As for Example : 
Suppoſe [ have 100 Hogſheads of 
"Tobacco 


Tobacco to Import, whoſe Cuſtoms 
by ſeveral Duties comes to 1000 [; 
and want Caſh to ciear them ; I 
go with my Bill of Loading to the 
Bank, who appoin: their Officer to. 
Enter the Goods, and pay the Duries : 
which Goods fo entred by the. Bank, 
ſhall give chem Title _— to any. 
part, or the whole, without the trou- 
ble bJ Bills of "= or Conveyances, 
Defeazances, and the like. The Goods 
are carried to a Warehoule at the Wa- 
terlide, where the Merchant has a 
Free and Publick Accels to them, as 
if in his own Warchouſe, and an "on 
nourable Liberty ro ſell and deliver 
either the Whole ( paying their Dil- 
burſe) or a Part without it, leaving 
but ſufficient for the Payment ; and 
out of that Part delivered, caher by 
Notes under the Hand of the Purcha- 
ſer, or any other way, he may clear 
the ane. without any ExaQtions, but 


of 
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of 41. per Cent. and the reſt are his 


own. 
The caſe Ke EOS bring to Trade, 


the deliverance it wou d bring ro tie 


Merchants from the infults of Gold- 


ſmichs, ec. and the honour it wou'd 
give to our management of Publick 
Impoſts, with the advantages to the 
 Cuſtom-Houſe ir ſelf, and the utter 
deſtruction of Extortion , woud be 
ſuch as wou'd give a due value to the 
Bank, and make all Mankind acknow- 
ledge it to be 4 publick good. The 


Grievance of Exactions upon Mer- 


chants in this caſe 1s very great ; and 
when I lay the blame on the Gold- 
ſmiths, becauſe they are the principal 


People made uſe of in ſuch occaſions, 
I include a great many other ſorts of 


Brokers, and Money-) obbing Artiſts, 
who all get 2 {nip out of the Mer? 
chant; I my ſelt have known a Gold- 
{mich in Lumbar -dſtreet Lend a Man 

E 700 [. 
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-ool. to pay the Cuſtoms of a Hun- 
dred Pipes of Spaniſh Wines ; the 


Wines were made over to him for Se- 


SF? 


curity by Bill of Sale, and pur into A 
Cellar, of which the Coldimath kept 
the Key the Merchant was to 


ly y 6. per Cent. Intereſt on the 


ond, and to allow 1o |. per Cent. 


Trend for adva ancing the Money : 

When he had the W' nes in Poſlleſſion, 

the Owner cou'd not ſend his Cdoper 
 tolook after them, bur the Goldſmith's 
Man muſt arrend all che while, for 
which he wo u'd be paid 5 $4 day. It 


he broyght a Cuſtomer to lee chem, 


the Goldſmith' O Man mul {t ſhow them : 


the Money was Lent for Two Months: 


he cou d not be. admired to. Sell or 


Deliver n Pipe of Wine out fingle, or 


Two or Three ar a time, as he might 
| have Sold them ; but. on a word or 
wo ſpoken 5g <0) the Goldſmith, 


or which h "2 was pleaſed © to take ſo, 


"i 


upon Pojects. S1 

he wou'd have none Sold, but the 
whole Parcel rogether ; by his He 
the Goods lay on band and ever 

Month the Money remain d,the Gold- 
{mich demanded a Guin per. Cent. 
forbearance, bel1Jes the Intereſt, nll 
at laſt by Leaka age, Decay, and thier 


Accidents, the Wines began ©o leflen: 


Then the Cold begins to tell the 


'Merchant, he 1s afraid the Winesarenot 


worth the Money he has Lent, and 
demands further Security ; and in a 
lictle while growing higher and rougher, 
he tells hit, he all have his Money: 

the iced roo much ar his Mercy, 
becauſe he cannot provide the Money, 

is forcd to ' conſent to the 'Sale , Mi J 


the Goods being reducd to Seventy 
Pipes {ound Wine, and Four un- 


found (rhe reſt being {ank for flling 
up ) were 'Sold for 123 [. per Pipe the 


Sound, and 3 !. the Uo d, which 


aromated to 922 þ.\togethier: 
E 2 \. = 
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6. 4 4. 
_ TheC cobers Bill came to ———— Jo © 
The Cellerage a Tear and Half to--18 © 
Intereſts on the Bond to-——— — 6} © 
The Goldſmiths Men for Attendanceo8 © 


Allowance for Advance of the "74 
7 


Money, and Forbearance -—— nY 
19} © © 

Principal Ioney Borrow d —— 509 o o 
8 9 "uy O©- O 

Due to the Merchant —— 29 oO © 
021 0 Do 


By the modetateſt Computation 
that can be, theſe Wines Coſt the 
Merchant as "0 : 


Firſt Coſt with Charges on Board 1, 5s. A. 
1; Lisbon 15 Mille Reis per Pipe 


zs 1500 Mill. Re. Exchange,,475 o © 
at 6 s. 4 d. per Mille Rei 
F reight to London - _ - then as _ 


3 (. per Ton — as 
Aſſurance on 500 "jp at der C.-—10 © © 
#etty Charoes — Or i..0 

"Ms; © 


'@; 
g& 
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So that tis manifeſt by the Extorti- 
on of this Banker, the poor Man loſt 
the whole Capital with Freight and 
Charges, and made bur 29 [. produce 
of a Hunder'd Pipes of Wine. 

Oae other Ofhce of this Bank, and 
which wou'd take up a conſiderable 
branch of the Stock,is for Lending Mo- 
ney upon Pledges, which {hou 4 have 
annex d co it 1Wankouſt and Factory, 
where all ſorts of Goods might pub- 
lickly be Sold by the Conſenr of the 
Owners, to the great Advantage of 
the Owner; the Bank receiving 4 /. 
per Cent. Incereſt, and 2 per Cent. Com- 
miltion for Sale of the Goods. 

_ A Third Office ſhoud be appoint- 
ed for Diſcounting Bills, Tallies, and 


| Notes, by which all Talllics af the 


Exchequer, and any part of the Reve- 
nue, ſhoud at ſtared Allowances be 
ready Money to any Perſon, to the 
great Advantage of the Government, 


£0 and 
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and caſe of all ſuch as are any ways 
concernd in publick Undertakings. 

A Fourth Office for Lending Mo- 
ney upon Land-Securities at 4 per Cent. 

Intereſt; by which the Cruelty and 
In; lite of Mortgagees woud be 
V, hol y reitrain d, Ind A Regiſter of 
Mortgages might Þe 1 ery well kepr, tO 
PTeVent Frauds. 

A Fifth Ofhce for Exchanges and 
Foreign Correfpondences. 

A " Sixth for Inland Exchanges , 
where a very large Field of Bui leſs 
lies before them. 

Under this Head twillnot be impro- 
per to conlider, that this Method wall 
molt effectually : aniwer all the Noti- 
ons and Propolals of County-Banks; 
for by this Office they wou d be all 
render d ulejeis and unprofitable; fince 
One Bank, or the Magnitude I men- 
tion, with a B: 2nch of its Office ſer 
apart for that Bufineſs, might with 

| cale 
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eaſe Manage all the Inland-Exchange 
of the Kingdom. -; 

By which ſuch a a Correſpondence 
with all che Trading-Towns } In Eno- 
land might be maintaind, as thar the 
whole Kingdom ſhou'd Trade with 
the Bank. Under the Direction' of this 
Office 2 Publick Caſhier ſhoud be 
appointed | in every County, to reſide 
in the Capital Town as to Trade, and 
in ſome Counties mor po chrough whieſe 
Hands all the Caſh of the Revenue 
of the Gentry, and of Trade, {hou d 
be returnd on the Bank 1n FE ondon, 
and from the Bank again on his 
Caſhier in every reſpedtive County 

or Town, at the ſmall Exchange of 
1 per Cent. by which means all lots of 
Money carri 'd upon the Road, to the 
cncouragement « of Robbers, and Ruin- 
ing of the Countrey, who are Sid 
© thoſe Robberies, wou'd be more 


aieually prevented, than by all the 
E 4 Sta- 
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Statutes againſt Highway-Men that are 
or can be made. 

As to Publick Advancings of Mo- 
ney to the Government, they may be 
left ro the Directors in a Body, as all 
other Diſputes and Contingent caſes 
are; and whoever examines theſe 
Heads of Buſinels apart, and has any 
Judgment in the Particulars, will, I 
ſuppoſe, allow, that a Stock 9) T en 
Millions may find Employment in 
chem, though It be indeed a very 
Treat Sta. | 

I cou'd offer ſome very REED Rea- 
ſons, why this way of Management 
by particular Ofhces for every particu- 
lar fort of Buſineſs, is not only the 
ealteſt, but the Cafeſt way of execu- 
ting an Aﬀair of ſuch variety and 
conſequence ; allo I cou'd ſtate a Me- 
thod for he Proceedings of thole 
private Offices, their Conjun&tion 
with, and Dependance on the General 
Court 
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Court of the Ditefors, and how the 
various Accompts ſhou'd Center in 
' one General Capital account of Stock, 
with Regulations and Appeals; burT 
believe them to be needlels, ar leaſt 
In this place. Ts - 

If ic be Obje&ted here, That it 1s 
impoſſible tor One Joint Stock ro go 
thorough the whole Bulinels of che 
Kingdom. I Anſwer, I believe it is 
not either impoſſible or impracticable, 
particularly on this one account, that 
almoſt all the Country Buſinels wou'd 
be Manag d by running-Bills, and 
thoſe the longeſt abroad of any, their 
diſtance keeping them out, to the In- 
creaſing the Credit, and conſequently 
the Stock of the Bank. 


Of the Multiplicity of Banks. 
What 1s touch'd at in the foregoing 


| part of this Chapter, refers tro One 


| Bank- 


Bank-Royal, to Preſ "i as 1t were, over 
the whole Caſh of the Kingdom : 


Bur becauſe fome People do luppole 
this Wotk fitter for many Banks than 


for One : I muſt a little conſider that 
Head : End hrit, allowing thoſe ma- 


ny Banks cou'd our clathing main- 
cain a conſtant Correſpondence with 
one another, in paſhng each others 
Bills as ©2006 9 from one to another, 
I know not but it might be better per- 
form'd by Many, "Th by One ; for as 
Harmony makes Muſick in Sobnd, 
fo it produces Succels in Buſinels. 

A Civil War among Merchants 1s 
always the Ruin of Trade : I cannot 
"think a Multitude of Banks cou'd ſo 
conliſt with one another in England, as 
to join Intereſts, and 1 uphold ONe Ano- 
ther's. Credit, withour joining Stocks 
roo ; I conſe ;, if it cou'd be done, 
the Conv enience ro Trade wou d he 


W: 1{ible. 


It 


x*84 


upon Projects. 59. 


If FE were to Pro pole which Way 


theſe Banks thou d "- ERabliſh'd; F 


anſwer , Allowing a due regard to 


ſome Gentlemen who have had 
thoughts of the lame, whoſe Methods 


[ ſhall not ſo much as touch upon, 
much leſs diſcover; My thoughts run 
upon quite differen Methods, both for 
che Fund, and rhe Eablifienent 


_ Every principal Town mn England 


| iS 4 Corporation , upon which the 
Fund may be ſerled ; which will ſa£& 
| ficiently anſwer the JiBcals and charge- 


able work of Suing tor a Corporation 


by Patent or Act of Parliament. 

A general Subſcription of Stock be- 
ing made, and by Deeds of Scttle- 
ment olac'd | in the Jive and Alder- 
men of the City or Corporation for 
the time being, in Truft, co be de- 
clared by Deeds of Ules, ac of the 
DireQor; being always male Mem- 
Þcrs of the ſaid Corporation , and 
Jn _ jou 


] 
| 
, 


bo A Eo 


join'd in the Truſt, the Bank hereby 
becomes the Publick Stock of the 
Town, ſomething like what they 
call the Rents of the Town-Houſe in 
France, and is Manag in the Name 
of the ſaid Corporation, to whom the 
Directors are Accountable, and they 
| back againtothe General Courr. 

For Example : 
 Suppole the Gentlemen, or Tradel- 
men, of the County of Norfolk, by a 
Subſcription of Caſh, deſign to Eſta- 
bliſh a Bank : The Subſcriptions be- 
ing made , the Stock is paid into the 
Chamber of the City of Norwich, and 
manag'd by a Court of Directors, as 
all Banks are, and choſen out of the 
Subſcribers, the Mayor only of the 
City to be always one; to be mana- 
ged in the Name of the Corporation 
of the City of Norwich , but for the 
Ules in a Deed of Truſt ro be made 
by the Subſcrivers, and Mayor and 

| Alder- 
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Aldermen, at large mentioned. I 
| make no queſtion but a Bank thus 
ſettled, wou'd have as firm a Foun- 
dation as any Bank need to have, and 
every way anſwer the Ends of a Cor- 
poration. 

Of theſe ſorts of Banks England 
might very well eſtabliſh Fifteen, at 
the ſeveral Towns hereafter mention'd. 
Some of which, tho they are not the 
Capiral Towns of the Counties, yet "þ 
are more the Center of Trade, which | 
in England runs in Veins , like Mines | 
of Metal in the Earth. 


Canterbury. Leeds, or Halifax, 
Saltbury. or lork. 

Exeter. Nottingham. 
Briſtol. Warwick, or Bir- 
Worceſter. mingham. 
Shrewsbury. Oxford , or Rea- 


Mancheſter. Bedford ; (ding. 

Newcaſtle upon Norwich. 
Tyne. | Form - 
_ Every 
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Every one ' of theſe Banks to have 

a Cafhier in London, inteſs they :cou'd 
all have 4 gehera] Correſpondence and 
"Credit with the Bank-Royal. 
Theſe Banks in their reſpeive 
Counties ſhould be a General Faple 
and Factory for the. Manufactures ur 
the 'fard County:; where every [man 

that 'had Goots made , tight have 
Money at a fmall ROS! for Ad- 
'vance:;; the Goods 1n 'the mean time 
being Nike forward to Market-, to-a 
Watchor ule-for thar purpoſe: Seed in 
' London, where they'ſhow'd be diſpos'd 
_6f iro! a the Advantages the \Owner 
© coud expect, paying only 1. per Cent. 
Commiſſion. Or if the Maker want- 
*ed' Credit 'in* London either for Spaniſh 
Wool, \Corton, Oy], or any Goods , 
While his Gods were | in the Warchouſe 
*of ' the ſ{a*d'Bank , his Bill ſhon'd be 
paid by the* Bank to the full Valne of 
| his Goods , *er-at leaſt within a ſmall 
matter, 
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matter. Theſe Banks, either by « Cor- 
reſpondence with 5h other, .or an 
Order to their Cafhier in Torkdiow 
might with caſe fo paſs each other's 
Bills, that a man who has Caſh ar 
Plymouth , and wants Money at Ber- 
wick, may transfer his Caſh ar Pl- 
mouth to Newcaſtle in halt an p 
time, withour either Hazard , 
Charge, or Time, allowing only : ; Ns 
Cent. Exchange ; Fa {oof Ul the moſt 
diſtant parts of. the Kingdom. Or if 
he wanrs Money at Newcaſtle, and has 
Goods at Wor ceſter, or at any other 
Cloathing-Town, ſending his Goods 
to be {old by the Factory of the Bank 
of Worceſter , he may remit by the 
Bank to Newcaſtle or any where elle, 
4s readily as if his Goods were ſold 
and paid for; and no XA ONS made 
upon him far the Conve 116) - he en- 
Joys. 
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der 1s to underſtand ro have no rela- 
tion to the preſent Poſture of Afﬀairs, 
with reſpect to the Scarcity of "a 
Money , which ſeems to have put a 
ſtop to that part of a Stock we call 
Credit ; which always is, and indeed 
mult be the moſt lp part of a 
Bank , and without which no Bank 
Can ret end to ſubliſt, at leaſt to Ad- 
Vantage. 

A Bank| G only 2 Great Stock of 
Money put togetner, to be employ d 
by ſome of be cublcebers, in the 
name of the reſt , for the Benefir of 
the Whole. "This Stock of Money 
ſubfiſts nor barely on the Profits of its 
own Stock, for that wou'd be incon- 
{1derable, but upon the Contingences 
and Accidents which Multiplicity of 
Buſineſs occaſions : As for Inſtance ; 
A man that comes for Money , and 
knows he may have it To-m 1OIrOW , 


_ perhaps he is in haſte, and won't rake 
if 
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it ro day : Only that he may be ſure 


randum under the Hand of the Ofh- 


cer, That he ſhall have it whenever he 


calls for it; and this Memorandum 


we call a Bill. To morrow when he 
Intended to fetch his Money, comes 
a Man to him for Money ; and to 
ſave himfelt che labour of Telling, he 
gIVEs! hum the Memorandum or Bill 
aforclaid for his Money; this Second 
Man does as the Firſt, and a Third 
does as he did, and Fa che Bill runs 
about a Month, F'wo or Three; and 
this is that we all Credit ; for by the 
Circulation of a quantity of theſe 
Bills; the Bank enjoys the full Bene- 
ft of as much Stock in real Value, as 
the ſuppoſititious Value of the Bills 
amounts to ; and where-ever this Cre- 
dit fails, Wi Advantage fails ; for im- 
mediately all men come for their 


Money, and the Bank muſt die of ir 
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ſelf; for I am ſure nv Bank by the 
ſimple Improvement of their ſingle 
Stock, can ever make any confider- 
_ able Advantage. 
| I confeſs a Bank who can lay a 
Fund for the Security of their Bills, 
which ſhall produce, firſt an Annual 
Profit to the Owner, and yet make 
good the Paſlant-Bill, may ſtand, and 
be advantageous too, becaule there is 
a Real and a Suppoſititious Value both, 
and the Real always ready to make 
good the Suppoſttitious ; and this I 
know no way to bring to pals, but by 
Land, which at the ſame time that it 
lies Transferr'd to ſecure the Value 
of every Bill given out, brings in a 
ſeparate Profit to the Owner; and this 
way no queſtion bur the whole King- 
dom might be a Bank to it ſelf, tho 
no ready Money were, to be found 
in It. 
I had gone on in ſome Sheets 
T1 with 
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with my Notion of Land, being the 
beſt bottom for Publick Banks: —_ 
the eaſineſs of bringing 1 it to and; 
all the Ends of Money depofi red, 
with donble Advantage ; bur I ad 
my ſelf happily prevented by a Geti- 
tleman, who has publiſh'd the very 
ſame, tio ſince this was Wrote : and 
I was always Maſter of ſo much Wit, 
as to hold my Tongue while hey 
ſpoke who underſtood the thing ber- 
ter than my ſelf. 

Mr. John Aſeill of Lincolns-In , | 
in a ſmall Tra&, Entituled, Sove- 
ral Aſſertions pr ov'd = 0 del to 
Create another Species of Money than 
Gold and Silver, has fo Aſtinly hand-- 
led this very Caſe, with ſuch ſtrength 
of Argument, rack clearnels of Rea- 
{on, fuch a Judgment, and fuch a 
Stile, as all the Ingenious part of tne 
World muſt acknowledge themfelves 
extremely Oblig' d to kim for that 
Piece. 8 At 
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At Ar the fi oht of which Book I laid 
by all that had been written by me on 
that Subject ; for I had much rather 
confeſs my ſelf incapable of handling 
that Point like him, than have con- 
vincd the World of it ”M my imper- 


tinence. 


Of jobe H 1 6 a-W AY $. 
T jis a prodigious Charge the 


whole Nation groans under 
for the Repair ot High-Ways, which, 
after all, lie in a very "all Poſture roo ; 

I 07S x no cfueſtion but if it ws 
taken into Conſideration by thoſe 
who have the Power to Direct it, the 
Kingdom might be wholly wr of 
that Burthen, and the High-Ways be 
Kept in g00d condition, which now 
hen a molt ſhameful manner in moſt 
Parts 


Tonune 
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parts of. the Kingdom, and in many 
places wholly unpaſlable; from whence 
ariſe Tolls and Impoſitions upon Paſ- 
ſengers and Travellers; and on the 


other hand, Treſpaſles and Incroach- 
ments upon Lands adjacent, to the 
great Damage of the Owners. 


The Rate for the High-Ways is the 
molt Arbitrary and Unequal Tax in 
the Kingdom ; in ſome places WO Or 
three Rates of 6 d. per l. in the year, 
in others the whole Pariſh cannot 


raiſe wherewith to defray the Charge, | 
either by the very bad condition of 
| the Road, or diſtance of Materials ; 


in others he Surveyors raiſe what chey 
never Expend ; and the Abulſes, Fx- 


actions, Connivances, Frauds, and 


Embeelenicads, are mae. 
The Romahs, while they Govern'd 

this Itland, made it one of their prin- 

cipal cares to Make and Repair the 


High-Ways of the Kingdom, and the | 
F 2 _ Chick 
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Chief Roads we now uſe, are of 
their Marking out ; the Conſequence 
of maintaining them was ſuch, or at 
leaſt fo eſteem'd, thar they thought it 
not below them to Employ their Le- 
tonary Troops in the Work; and it 
was ſometimes the Buſineſs of whole 
\rmies, either when in Winter-quar- 
rers, or in the intervals of Truce or 
Peace with the Natives. Nor have the 
Romans left us any greater tokens of 
their Grandeur and Magnificence, than 
the ruins of thoſe Cauſways and Street- 
ways which .are at this day to be ſeen 
in.many parts of the Kingdom ; fome 
of which has by the vitible Remains 
been diſcover'd to traverſe the whole 
Kingdom ; and others for more than 
an Hundred Miles are to be trac'd 
from Colony to Colony, as they 
had particular occaſion. The famous 
High-Way, or Street, call d Watlmg- 
ſtreet, which ſome will rel you began 
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at London-ſtone, and paſſing that very 
Street in the Ciry, which we to this 
day call by that Name, went on 
Weſt to that ſpot where Tyburn now 
ſtands, and then turad North-Weſt in 


ſo ſtraight a line to St. Albans, that 'tis_ 


now the exacteſt Road ( in one Line 


tor Twenty Miles) in the King- 


Y dom; and tho diſusd now as the 
Chief, yet is as good, and I believe 


the belt Road to St. Albans, and 1s 
{till calld the Street-way : From 
whence it is trac'd into Shropſhire above 
an Hundred and ſixty Miles, with a 
multitude of yiftible Antiquities upon 
it, Diſcover d and Deſcrib'd very A- 


curately by Mr. Cambden. The Foſſe, 


another Roman Work, lies at this day 
as viltble, and as plain a high Caul- 
way , of above Thirty Foot broad, 
Dirch'd on either f1de, and Copd and 
Pav'd where need 1s, as exact and eve- 
ry jot as beautiful as the King's new 
F 4 Road 
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Road through Hide-Park ; in which 
hgure it now lies from near Marſhfield 
to Cirenceſter, and again from Cirenceſter 
tothe Hill hee Miles on this fide Glou- 
ceſter, which 1s not leſs than T wenty 
{fix Miles, and is made ule of as the 
great Rodd to thoſe Towns, and pro- 
bably has been ſo for a Thouſand 
Years with little Repairs. 

It we ſet aſide the Barbarity oF 
Cuſtoms of the Romans, as Heathens, 
and take them as a Civil Government, 
wemuſt allow they were the Pattern of 
the whole World for Improvement 
and Increaſe of Arts and Learning, 
Civilizing and Methodizing Nations 
and Countrics Conquer d by their 
Valour: and i this was one of their 
Great Cares, That conſideration ought 
ro move ſhine *thing. Butto the great 
. Example of that Genctous gar ai Ile 


add Three Ar Zuments. 
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(1) Is 


: 
- | 
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(1 ) "Tis Uſeful , and that as 'tis 
convenient for Carriages, which in a 
Trading Countrey is a great help to 
Negoce, and promotes univerſal Cor- 
reſpondence, withouc which our Inland 
Trade cou d not be managd. And un- 
der this Head Icou'd name a thouſand 
Conveniences of a ſafe, pleaſant, well- 
Repair'd High-Way, bod to the In- | 
habitant and the Traveller ; bur I 
think 'ris needleſs. 

(2.) "Tis ealy. I queſtion not to 
make it appear tis eaſy, to put all | 
the High Roads, eſpecially in England, 
in a noble Figure, Large, Dry, and 
Clean, well Dreind and free from | 
F laces unpaſlable Sloughs, deep Cart- 
routs., high Ridges, and all the Incon- | 
Veniences ; they now are full of; and 26] 
when once done, much eaſter ill oO 
be maintain'd {o. 

(3.) It may be Cheaper, and _ 


whole Alletsment for the Repairs of 
High- 
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High-Ways for ever be Drop'd, or 
Applid to other uſes for the Publick 
Benefit. 

Here I beg the Reader's Favour for 
a {mall Digceſſion. 

I am not Propoling this as an 
Undertaker , or Abs a Price to 
the Publick , for which I will per- 
form it like one of the Projeftors 1 

ſpeak of ; but laying open a Project 
for the Performance , which when- 
ever the Publick Afﬀairs will admit 
pur Governors to Conſider of, will 
be found fo feaſible, that no queſtion 
they may find Undertakers enough tor 
the Performance ; and in this Under- 
caking-Age I do not doubt but twou'd 
be ealy at any time to procure Per- 
ſons at their own Charge to perform 
it for any fingle County, as a Pattern 
and Experiment for the whole King- 
dom. 


The 
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The Propoſal is as follows. 


Firſt, That an A& of Parliament 


: be made, with Liberty for the Under- 


takers tO Dig and Trench, to cut down 
Hedges and Trees, or karate; Is need- 
Y ful for ditching, dreining and carrying 
off Water, cleaning, enlarging and le- 
velling the Roads, with Power to lay 
OPen Or incloſe Lands, to incroach in- 
E ces 


plan and pull up Hedges or 


J 


Trees, for the enlarging, widening, 


| and dreining the High-Ways , _ 


Power to —_ either the Roads, 


Water-Courlſes, Rivers and Broolll 


as by the Directors of the Works 
{hall be found needful , always allow- 
ng ſatisfaction to be firſt made to the 
Owners of ſuch Lands, either by aſ- 
[1 ng to them equivalent Lands, or 

Payment In 1 Money the Value ro 


- be 


to Lands, dig, raiſe, "and level Fen- 
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be adjuſted by Two indifferent Per- 
ſons, to be Named by the Lord Chan- 
allot; or Lord Korker for the time 
being ; and no Water-Courſe -to be 
rurn'd from any Water-Mill, without 
Satisfaction firſt made both to the 
Landlord and Tenant. 

But betore I proceed, [ muſt ſay A 
word or two to this Article. 

The Chief, and almoſt the Only 
Caule of the deepnels and foulneſs of 
| the Roads, is occaſion by the ſtand- 
ing Water, which for want of due 
| care to draw it off by ſcouring and 
opening Ditches and Dreins, and o- 
ther Water-Courles, and clearing of 
Paſlages, ſoaks into the Earth, and 
ſoftens it to ſuch a degree, that it can- 
not bear the weight of Horſes and 
Carriages; to prevent which, the Pow- 
cr to Dig, Trench, and Cut down, We 
mention di above, will be of kno 


neceſſity : Bur becauſe the liberty 
leems 
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ſeems very large, and ſome may think 


'tis too great a Power to be oranted ro 


any Body of Men over their Neigh- 


bours : "Tis anfwer'd; 


(13 Fis abſolutely neceſſary , or 


the Work cannot be done; and the do- 
ing of the Work is of much greater Be- 
hefir than the Damage can amount to. 

(2.) Satisfaction ro be made to the 


Owner, and that firſt roo, before the 


Damage be done, 15 an Unqueſtiona- 
ble Equivalent ; al Both together, I 


think, are a very full Anſwer to any 


Obj ion in Thar caſe. 


Beſides: this AR of Phllianicat | 


a Commiſſion muſt be oranted | tS 
Fifteen, art leaſt, in the Name of the 
| Undereakers, to whine every County 
| ſhall have Power to join Ten, who 
| are to Sit with the ſaid Fifteen, lo often 
and ſo long as the ſaid Fifiven do Sir 
for Aﬀairs relating to that County ; 
which Fifteen, or any Seyen of them, 


ſhall 
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ſhall be Directors of the Works, to 
be advis'd by the ſaid Ten, or any Five 
of them, in matters of Right and 
Claim; and the ſaid Ten to adjuſt 
Differences in the Countries, and to 
have Right by Procels to appeal | 
in the name either of Lords of Man- | 
nors, or Privileges of Towns or Cor- 
_ porations, who {hall be either damag'd 
_ or encroach'd upon by the ſaid Work : | 

All Appealsto be heard and determind | 
immediately by the ſaid Lord Chan= 
cellor, or Commiſſion from him, that 
the Work may receive no Interruption. 
_ This Commiſſion ſhall give Power 
to the ſaid Fifteen to prels Wagons , 
Catts, and Horles, Oxen, and Men, 
and detain them to work a certain Li- 
 mited Time, and within certain Limi- 
ted Space of Miles from their own | 
Dwellings, and ar a certain Rate of | 
Payment : No Men, Horſes, of Carts, 
to be preſs d againſt their Conſent, du- 


ring 
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ring the times of Hay-time, or Har- 
veſt; or upon Market-days, if the 


Perſon ageriev'd will make Affdavir 
he is oblig'd to be with his Horſes or 


Carts at the ſaid Markets. 
It is well known to all who have 
any knowledge of the Condition the 
High-Ways 1 in England now lyein, that 


in moſt places Here iS 2 convenient. 


diſtance of Land lefr open for travel- 
ling, either for driving of Cattel , or 
marching of Troops of Horle, with 
0 as few Lanes or Defiles, as in 
Countries: The Crols-Roads , 

which are generally Natrow, are yer 
Broad enough ih moſt places for rwo 
Carriages to paſs; but on the other 


hand, We have on tioſt of the High- 


Roads. 2 great deal of waſte-Land 
thrown in Ns it were for an Overplus to 


the Hi h-Way ; which though it be 
usd of courſe by Cattle and Travel- 


lers on occation, is indeed AO Benehc 
| 2G 
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at all either to the Traveller as a Road; 
or to the Poor as a Common, or to 
the Lord of the Mannor as a Waſte: 
upon it grows neither Timber nor 
Graſs, in any quantity anſ{werable to 
the Land ; bur, tho to no purpole, is 
rrodden down, poachd, and over- 
run by Drifts of Cattle in the Winter, 
or {poil'd with the Duſt in the Sum- 
mer: And this I have obſerv'd in ma- 
ny parts of England to be as good Land 
asany of the Neighbouring Encloſures, 
as capable of Improvement, and to as 
good purpoſe. 
Theſe Lands only being enclos'd 
and manurd , leaving the Roads to 
Dimenſions without meaſure ſufficient, 
are the Fund upon which I build the 
Prodigious Stock of Money that muſt 
do this Work. Thele Lands, which 
_1 ſhall afterwards make an Eflay to va- 
| June, being enclos'd, will be either ſale- 
able to raiſe Money, or hit to exchange 
pick Tak 
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with thoſe Gentlemen who muſt part 
with ſorne Land where the Ways are 
narrow: Always reſerving a quantity 
of theſe Lands to be Ler our to Te- 
nants : the Rent to be paid into rhe 
Publick Stock or Bank of the Under- 


takers, and to be teſerv'd for keeping 
the Ways in the ſame Repair ; and Ke 


{aid Bank to forfeit the Lands i _ 


are not ſo maintained. 
Anothet Branch of the Sec tuft 
be Hands : for a Stock of Men is a 


Stock of Money : to which purpoſe 


every County, City, Town, and Pa- 
fiſh; ſhall be Rated at a Set Price: equi= 
valene to Fight Years Payment fl che 
Repair of High-ways ; - which each 
County, exc. ſhall jaile” not by Af- 
ſelsment in Money, buit by preſling 
of Men, Horſes; and Carriages for 
the Work : : the Men, Horſes, &e. to 
be etnploy d by the Dikeftors : * In 

which cafe all Corporal Puniſhmenes, 


(3 25S 


-- nt hb 
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as of Whippings » Stocks, Pillories , 
Houſes of Correction , GC. might be 
calily tranſmitted ro k certain Number 
of Days Works. on the High-Ways, 
and in Conſt derarion of this Pro- 
vition of Men, the Country thou for 
ever after be acquitted ot any Contri- 
burion, either in Money or Work, tor 
Repair of the High-Ways, Building 
of Bridges excepted. 

There lies ſome Popular Objection 

againſt this Undertaking ; and {i firlt 
is, the great Controverted Point of 
England , Encloſure of the Common. 
which tent ro POPE, and [ In- 


ures the Poor... 

 (2.) Who ſhall be Judges or ©Y 
veyors of the Work, to Oblige the 
Undertakers to perform to A certain 
limited degree. 

For the F Firſt + The Endloſir: of 'R 
Common z- A- Claufo that runs as. far 


2S fo an hon upon Magna 
(ts, 
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 Chartd, and 4 moſt conſiderable branch 
Y of che Property of the Poor : I An- 
T ſwer it thus. 

(1.) The Larids we Encloſe , are 
not ſuch as from which the Poor doi in- 
deed 1 reap any Benefir, or ar leaſt any 
that is conſiderable. 

(2.) The Bank and Publick od, 
who are to Manage this Great Undens 
king, will have fo many lite Labours 
to perform, and Offices to beſtow, 
that are fit only for Labouring Poor 
Perſons to do, as will pur thent in a 

condition to provide for the Poor who | 

are ſoInjurd, thatcan work; and to 
thoſe who cannot, may allow Penſions 
for Overſceing, Superviſi ng; and the + | 
like, which will be more than Equi- 
valent. | 
(3.) For Dex opulations , the con- 
trary ſhou'd be ©fs 'd, by obliging the 
He at ſuch ad fuch certain 
diſtances,to erect Corrages,Two at leaſt 

- G 2 1 
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in a place, which wou'd be uſeful to 


the Work, and ſafety of the Traveller, 


to which ſhou'd be an Allotment of 


Land, always ſufficient to invite the 
Poor Inhabitant, in which the Poor 
| ſhou'd be Tenant for Life Gratis, do- 
Ig Duty upon the High-Way, as 
ſhou'd be appointed ; by which, and 
many other Methods, the Poor ſhou'd 
be great Gainers by the Propolal, in- 
ſtead of being Injurd. 

(4.) By this erecting of Cottages at 
proper diſtances, a Man might Tra- 
vel over all England as through a Streer, 
where he cou'd never want, either Re- 
{cue from Thieves, or Directions for 
his way. | 


(5.) This very Undertaking once | 
duly ſettled, might in a few Years ſo 
order it, that there ſhou'd be no Poor 
for the Common; and if fo, Whar 

need of a Common for the Poor 2 Of 
which in its proper place. 


As 


oy 
SE 
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| As to the ſecond Objection, Who 
ſhou'd oblige the Undertakers to the 


Performance ? 


(1.) I Anſwer, Their Commiſſion 


and Charter ſhou'd become Void, and 
all their Stock Forfeit, and the Lands 


Encloſed and Unſold , remain as a 


Pledge, which wou d be Sy (ufh- 


cient. 


(2.) The Ten Perſons choſen out 
of every County, {hou'd have Power 
to Inſpe&t and Complain, and the 


Lord Chancetien upon fack Com- 
plaint, tro make a SUrVEY, and to de- 
rermine by a Jury, in which caſe on 
Detaulr, they {hall be oblig'd to pro- 
ceed. 

(3.) The Lands ſettled on the Bank 
ſhall be liable to be extended for the 


Uſes mentioned, if the ſame at any 


time be nor maintained in the conditi- 
on at firſt provided, and the Bank to be 
amercd1 upon Complaint of the Coun- 


= G 3 Theſe 
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o6 
| Theſe and Sr —_— which 
on 2 Legal Settlement to be G3 + by 
Wiſer Heads than mine , might be 
thought on, I do believe bo 'd form a 
Condo ſo firm, ſo fair, and fo 
equally Advantageous to £0 Coun- 
try, to the Poor, and to the Publick, 
as has not been put 1n practice in ſc 
latter Ages of the World. To Di- 
{courſe of this a little in general, and 
to inſtance in a Place, perhaps, that 
has not its fellow in the Kingdom, 
the Pariſh of Iſlington in Middleſex ; 
there lies chrough this large BI 
the greateſt Road in England, and the 
moſt frequented, ſpecially by Cattle 
for Smithfield-Marker ; this great Road 
has ſo many Wathcs, a lies for fo 
long a way through the Pariſh, and 
-withal has the inconvenience = pl 
Clay ey Ground, and no Gravel athand, 
har, modeſtly ſpeaking, the Pariſh 1s 


not a able Co Keep 1 {eo BEAT, by 1 which | 


| mMCans 


means ſeveral Croſs-Roads in the Pa- 


riſh lie wholly Unpaſlable, and Carts 
and Horſes, and Men too, have been 
almoſt Buried in Holes and Sloughs, 
and the main Road it ſelf has for ma- 
ny Years lain in a very ordinary con- 
_ dition, which occaſton'd ſeveral Moti- 
ons in Parliament to Raiſe a Toll ar 


 Hieboate, for the performance of whar 


it was impoſſible the Pariſh ſhou'd do, 


and yet was of ſo abſoluteneceſſitytobe 


done; And is it not very probablerhe 
Pariſh of Tington wou'd part with all 
the waſte Land upon their Roads, to be 
cas d of the intolerable Afﬀleſsment for 
Repair of the High-Way, and anſwer 
the Poor, who reap bur a {mall Bene- 
ht from it, ſome other way? And yet 
I am free to affirm, Thar for a Grant 
of Waſte, and almoſt uſeleſs Land, 
lying open to the High-Way, thole 


Lands to be improvd, as they might 


_ eaſily be, together with the Eight 


G 4 _ |. Maes 
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Years Aſſeſsment to be provided in 


Workmen, a noble Magnificent Cauſe- 


way might be Erected, with Dirches 
on either fide deep enough to receive 


the Water, and Dreins ſufficient to carry 
ic off, which Cauſway ſhou'd be Four 


Foot High at leaſt, and from Thirty 


tO Forty | Foot Broad, ro reach from 
London to Barnet, Pav'd in the middle, 
ro keep it Cop £F and fo {upplid a9 
Gravel, and er proper Materials, 
AS ſhes d ſecure it trom Decay with 
ſmall Repairing. 
| TI hope no Man.wou' be ſo weak 
now, asto imagine chat by Lands ly- 
ing opentothe Road, to be Aſſign'd to 
the Undertakers, 1 has 'd mean thar all 
Finchh-Common ſhou'd be Enclosd 
and Sold for this Work; but leaſt 
ſomebody ſhou'd ſtart pak l prepoſte- 
rous Objection, I think 'tis not im- 
proper to mention, That where-ever 
a PT V1 is- r0 be carri d over 4 
—- Farge 
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Large Common , Foreſt, or Waſte 
without a Hedge on either hand for a 
certain diſtance, there the ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes ſhall allot the Dire&ors a certain 
quantity of the Common to lie Pa- 
rallel with the Road , at a propor- 
tioned number of Feer to the Length 


and Breadth of the ſaid Road; con-_ 


fideration alſo to be had to the Nature 
of the Ground, or elſe giving them 
only room for the Road directly, ſhall 
ſuffer them to Encloſe in any one Spot 
ſo much of the ſaid Common, as ſhall 


be equivalent to the like quantity of 


Land lying by the Road; thus where 
the Land is good, and the Materials 


for erecting a Cauſway near, the lels 


Land may ſerve; and on the contra- 


ry the more; but in general, allowing 


them the quantity of Land propor- 


tioned to the length of the Cauſway, 
and Forty Rod in Breadrth, tho where 


the Land is poor, as on Downs and 
— — . Plains, 
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_ Plains, the Proportion Ie” be con- 
ſ1 Seed to be adjuſted by the Coun- 
try. 
Another Point for the Dimenſions 
of Roads, ſhou'd be adjuſted ; and 
the Bicadth of them, 1 think Wor 
be leſs than thus : 
From London every way 10 Miles 
the High Poſt-Road to be Built full 
40 Foot in Breadth, and 4 Foot High, 
the Ditches 8 Foot Broad. and 6 Wo 
Deep, and from Z EL onward 
30 Foot, and ſo in Proportion. 
ole Roads to be 2o Foot Broad, 
and Ditches Proportion'd ; no nes 
and Paſles leſs than 9 Foot without 
Ditches. 
The Middle of the High Caulc- 
ways to be Pav'd with Stone, Chalk, | 
or Gravel, and kept always Two Foor/ | 
Higher iy the Sides, that the Watgr | 
might have a free courſe into the Ditch- : 
es, nd Perſons kepr in conſtant Em- 
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ploy to fill up Holes, let out Water, 


open Dreins, and the like, as there 


ſhou'd be occahion : A proper Work 


for Highwaymen, and ſuch Malefa- 


ors, as might on thoſe Services be 
exemprd from the Gallows. x 


| Ir may here be Objedted, Thar 
Eight Years Aſſelsment to be demand- 


ed down, is too much in reaſon to 


expect any of the Poorer ſort can pay; 
as for Inſtance; It a Farmer who 
keeps a Team of Horſe be at the 
common Aſleſsment, to Work a Week, 
it muſt nor be put ſo hard upon any 
Man, as to Work Eight Weeks toge- 
ther. 'Tis caly to Anſwer this Obje- 
ction, T2 TT. - 
had ; if a Farmers Team cannot be 
ſpard without prejudice to him fo 


long together, he may ſpare it ar ſun- 
dry times, or agree to be Aﬀſeisd, and 
pay the Aſſeſsment ar ſundry Pay-. 


menrcs 5 


So many as ate wanted, mult be 
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92 _ An Eſſay 
ments ; and the Bank may make it as 
eaſy to them as they pleaſe. 

Another Method, however, might 
be found to fix this Work at once; As 
ſuppoſe a Bank be ſettled for the High- 
ways of the County of Mzuddleſex , 
which as they are, withour doubt, the 
moſt us'd of any in the Kingdom, lo 
allo they require the more Charge, and 
in ſome Parts lie in the worſt Condi- 
tion of any in the Kingdom. 

If the Parliament - the Charge 
of the Survey of the High-Ways upon 
a Bank to be Appointed for that Pur- 
pole, |for a certain term of Years, the 
Bank Undertaking to do the Work, or 
to Forfeit the {aid Settlement. 

As thus : 

Suppoſe the Tax on Land, and 
Tenements for the whole County of 
Middleſex, does, or ſhoud be ſo or- 
derd, as it might amount to 20000. 
per Ann. more or leſs, which it now 
RE | | does, 
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does, and much more, including the 


Work of the Farmer's Teams, which 


muſt be accounted as Money, and is 
equivalent to it, with ſome Allowance 
to be Rated for the City of London, Cc. 
! who do enjoy the Benefit, and make 
Z the moſt uſe of the ſaid Roads, both 
” for carrying of Goods, and bringing 
Provitions to the City, and therefore 


in reaſon ought to Contribute towards 


the High-ways ; for it is a moſt un- 
equal thing, that the Road from High- 
gate to Smithfield-Market, by which 


the whole City is, in a manner, ſup- 


plid with Live Cattel, and the Road 


by thoſe Cartrel horribly ſpoit'd, ſhou'd 


lie all upon that one Pariſh of 1lingtor 


_ to Repair; wherefore. Ile ſuppoſe a 
Rate for the High-ways to be gather'd 
through the City of London of 1 0000 l. 
fer Ann. more; which may be Ap- 


pointed to be paid by Carriers, Dro- 


vers, and all ſuch as keep Teams, 
|  Horleg 


% 
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Horſes, or Coaches, and the like, or 
many ways,As 1s Ct Equal. and Rea- 
ſonable ; the waſte Lands in the faid 
County, which by the Conſent of the 
Pariſhes, Lords of the Mannors, and 
Proprietors, ſhall be allowd to the 
Undertakers when Enclosd and Let 
out, may (the Land in M iddleſex 
oenerally Letting high ) amount to 
5000 |. per Ann. more. If then an Act 
of Parliament be procur'd to ſettle the 
Tax of 30000 |. per Ann. for! Eight 
Years,. moſt of which will be ' hop d 
in Wiirkrnen, and not in Money, and 
_ the Waſte / BP for ever.: -I dare be 
bold to offer, Thar the High-Ways 
for the whole County of Middleſex 
{ſhou'd be pur into the following Form, 
andthe 50001. per Am. Land be bound 
to remain. as, 4 Security ro mMain- 
tain them ſo, and the County, be ne- 
ver Burthen' d with any, further Tax 


for the Repair of the High-Ways. 
And 


| %pon Te 
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And that 1 may not Propoſe Zl Mat- 
cerin General, like begging the Que- 
ſtion, withour Demonſtration, I ſhall 
enter into the Particulars, How it may 


be perform'd, and that under theſe 


_— Heads of Articles. 


(1.) What I Propoſe to do to "M H = 
Ways. i. 

(2.) What the Charze will be. 

(3.) How to be Rais'd. 


(4.) W hat Security for Perfor mance. 


(5.) What Profu to the nr 


LE) What | Propoſe to do to 6 
High-Ways. 


2} Anime: Firſt, Not Repair themn'; 
And yet Secondly, Notalterthem, that 
zs, notalter the Courle they run. 


Bur perfectly Build rhem as a Fa-_ 
brick. And rodeſcend tO the Particulars, 


tis 
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'tis firſt neceſſary to Note, which are 
the Roads I mean, and their Dimen- 
{10ns. GE Cs 

Firſt, The High Poſt-Roads, and 
they are fr the County of M ;ddleſex 
as follows. 


AS 
Miles 
ef Stanes, which is — _ — 
Colebrook i is from (5068 _— - 05 


Uxbridge mon 


From London to Buſhy the Old Street-way 
Barnet, or near it = — 
Waltham: Croſs i in Ware Road — 


Bow = — C—— O2 


Beſides theſe, there are Croſk:Ro2d 7 
| By-Roads, nd Lanes, which maſt 

alſo be look'd after, and that ſome of | 
them may be put into Condition , 
others may be wholly ſlighred and tha 
up, or made Drift-ways, Bridle-ways, 
or Foot-ways, as may be thought con- 
 ventent by the Countries, 
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 TheC roſs-Roads of moſt Repute are as follows : 


_ Miles 
(London Y | Hackney, Old Ford, and Bow 9 
| Hackney f_ Rs and 17ington 
Hornſy, Muzz/ceHill, to 
| Di To Whetſton emmo—__ —_ Po 6 


; \ Tottenham The Chaſe, South-Gate, &C. Co 5 


call d Greenlanes ———= 
Enfield-Town, Whetſton, Tot- _— 
teridge, to Egworth —— 


Hamſtead, Hendon, and "I. 3 


| 
| noir | 
a London ts : Edgworth a 


| $:anmore, co Maher to ls 
>08 
bridge 
Harrow and Pinner-Green — It 


| cnech 


Ma 


Iz , Chelſea , Fulllam ——— 04 
Thiſtleworth , Twittenham, 

Brantford Id Xing fo 06 

King ſton | |} Stanes, Colebrook and Uxbridge 17 

CT Ditto JJ} L Cherſoy Bridge - — 

| | 90 

Overplus Miles ———meer— — 

—_—— 

140 


And becauſe there may be many 
Parts of the Croſs-Roads which can- 
not be accounted in the Number a- 
bove-mention'd, or may flip my 
| knowledge or memory, I allow an 
overplus of. 5 O Miles, to be added to 
the go Miles above, which together 


ms the Croſ-Roads of Middleſex 
t be 140 Miles. UM For 
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For the By-Lanes, {::ch as may be 
flighted need nothing but to be ditch'd 
up: ſuch as arefor private Lie 0 {Lands, 
for carrying off Corn, and driving 
Cattle, are to be look 4 after by pri- 
vate Kal, 

Burt of the laſt ſort, not to be ac- 
counted by Particulars, in the fmall 
County of Middleſex, we cannot al- 
low leſs in Crois By-lanes, from 
Village to Village, and from Dyecll- 
ing-Houles which ftand. out of the 

to the Roads, than 1000 Miles, 
"'&; in the whole County I reckon 
up, __ Miles. 
Of the Hioh Poſt-Road ------ 0067 
Of Gr oſs-Roads leſs Publick --- 0146 
Of By-Lanes and Paſſes ----- 1000 


Lets = "yy 


1207 
Theſe are the Roads I mean, and 
thus divided under their ſeveral deno- 
IMNAtions, | 

To | 


BR ner. 
XIE 
PET Ee 


upon Projects. gg 


To the Queſtion, What I wou'd 
do to them ? I Anſwer, 


(1.) For the 67 Miles of High Poſt- 


Road, T1 Propoſe to throw up a firm 


ſirong Cauſway well bottoni'd, 6 Foot 
high in the middle, and 4 Foot on the 
ſide, facd with Brick or Stone, and 
crown'd with Gravel, Chalk, or Grave, 
2s the ſeveral Catio '$ they are —_ 


through will afford, being 44 Foot 


in Breadth, with Dirches on Wir 
ſide 8 Foot Broad and 4 Foor Deep; 
ſo the whole Breadtch will be 60 Foot, 
it the Gro! und will permir. 

At the end of every Two Miles, 
or {uch like convenient diftances, ſhall 
be a Cottage Erected, with Halt an 
Acre of Ground How's d, which ſhall 
be given Gratis, with 1 s. per Week 
Wages, to ſuch Poor Man oi the Pa- 


riſh, az ſhall be approvd, who {hall 


Once, at leait, every day, view his 


Walk, to Open Paſlages "ih the Water 


H 2 2780 


| | -B 
: v4 

} 

{ 

: 

4 

#1 

Z 

J 

_]— =. 


200 An Efjay 
to run into the Ditches, to fill up 
Holes or ſoft Places. 

Two Riders ſhall be allow'd to be 
always moving the Rounds, to view 
every thing out of Repair, and make 
Report to the Dire&ors, and to ſee 
that the Cottagers do hoe Duty. 

(2.) For the 140 Miles of Crofs- 
Road, a like Cauſway to be made, but 
of Midferchit Dimenfioris, the dh 
20 Foot, if the Ground will allow 
ir, the Ditches 4 Foor Broad, 3 Foot 
Deep, the Heighth in the middle 
2 Foot, and on the 1ides 1 Foot, or 
2 Bhice 3 it may be needful ; ro be 0 
crownd with Gravel, md 1 S. per 
Week to be altow d bs the Poor of 
every Pariſh, the Conftables to be_ 
Bound to ind a Man to Walk on the 
High-Way every Diviton , for the 
tame Purpoſe as the Corragers do on 
the Greater Roads. 

Poſts to be ſet np at every turning 

io 
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to Note whither it goes, for the Di- 
rection of Strangers, = Now many 
Miles diſtant. 

(3.) For a 1060 Mites By-Bes. 

ay good and ſuthcient Care to KCep 
them in Repair as they are, and to 
carry the Water oft by det ring and 
_ cutting the. Dirches, and laying Ma- 
revialy* where 1t 15 wanted. 
This is whar I Propoſe to do to 
them ; and whar if once perform'd, [I 
ſuppoſe all People wou'd own to be an 
Undertaking both Uſeful and Honour- 
able. 

(2.) The Second Queſtion I Pro- 
pole to give an Account of, 1s, Whar 
. the Charge will be. 

Which I account thus ; 

The Work of the oreat Caulway 
I Propoſe, ſhall nor Coſt leſs than 
10 5. per Foot, {uppoling Materials to 
be Bought, Carriage and Mens La- 


bour to be all Hir'd, which for 67 
H 3 Miles 
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Miles in Length, is no leſs than the 
Sum of 176880 Pounds; as thus, 

Every Mile accounted at 1760 
Yards, and 3 Foot to the Yard, 1 
5280 Foot, which at 10 5s. per Foot, 
is 2640 |, per Mile, and that again 
Multipiied mY 67, makes the fun of 
1726880 nto which 1 include the 
Charge * Wiker-Courles , Mills to 
throw off Water where needful, 
Dreins, Cc. 

Moi Charge- mult be added, 
Diching to F nclole Land tor 30 Cot- 
rages, and Build ing 3o Cottages at 
4© |. each, which 1s 1200 [. 

The Work of the ſmaller Cauſway 
I Prowofe to fitiſh at the Rate of 1 2 4. 
w Foot, which being for 140 Miles 
15 x Lengeb, at 5280 "Foot per Mile, 
ameunts to 36960]. 

Puching, Dreining, and Ring 
1000 Vil es, {uppos d at 2 5. per Rod, 
as for 320000 Rod, is 48000. which 

added 


Sto ns, h 
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added to the T'wo tormer Accounts, 
IS a : 


EF 

The Hi 5h Poſt Roads, or the Great Cawſey — 178080 
The [mal Canifey fab © 2:0 
By- Lancs, Sec 


It I were to Propoſe ſome Mea- 
ſures for the eaſing this Charge, I 
coud, perhaps, lay : a Scheme Jan 
NOW 1t may be perform d for leis than 
one half or this Charge. 


As firſt By a grant of the Court at 
_ the Old-Baily, whereby all ſuch Cri- 
minals as are Condemn'd to Die for. 
ſmaller Crimes, may inſtead of Tran- 
ſportation be Ondet'd 2 Years Work ) 
on the High-Ways; others inſtead of 
_ Whippings, a proportion'd Time, 
and thelike; which woud, by a Pi 
derate compurarion, provide us gene- | 


| H4 . mY 
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rally aſupply of 200 Workmen, and 
coming 1n as faſt as they go off; and 
let the Overſeers alone to make them 
Work. 

Secondly, By an Agreement with 
the Gumea-Company to furniſh 200 
Neeroes, who are generally Perſons 
that do a great deal of Work ; and 
all theſe are Subſiſted very reaſonably 
- Out of a Publick Store-houle. 
Thirdly, By Carts and Horſes to 
| be Bought, not Hird, with a few 
Able Carters ; and to the other a tew 


Workmen thact have Judgment to Di- 


rect the reſt ; and thus I queſtion not 


the\Great Cauſway ſhall be done for _ 


4 s. per Foot Charge ; but of this by 
me by. | |: 
Fourthly, A Liberty to ask Chari- 
rities and Benevolences to the Work. 
 (3.) To the Queſtion, How this 
Money ſhall be Raisd ? I think it the 
Parliament. ſettle the Tax on the 
Th 1 County 
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County for Eight Years, at 30000 l. 
per Ann. no Man need ask, how it 
ſhall be Rais'd, ----- It will be eaſy 
enough to Raiſe the Money ; and no 
Pariſh can grudge to pay a little larger 
| Rate for ſuch a Term, on condition 

never to be Tax for the High-Ways 

any more. 
| Eight Years Aſſeſsment at 3 0000!. 
| per Ann. is enough to afford to Bor- 
| row the Money by way of Anticipa- 
tion, if need be, the Fund being ſecur'd 
by Parliament, and appropriated to 
that Uſe and no other. 

As to what Security for Perform- 
ance : 

The Lands which are Enclos'd may 
be appropriated by the ſame Ac of 
Parliament to the Bank and Underta- 
kers, uponcondition of Performance, 
and to be Forfeit to the uſe of the ſe- 
veral Pariſhes ro which they belong, 
incaſe upon Preſentation by the Grand 

Juries, 


! o 
Ne 2 
T "e $ 
A = 0 
” 
FAD... F 
be 
Te, 
8 
Xx 
<2 
= 
5 "6 
5}, 
(<8 we 
3-09 
"p87 
WT 
PRE 4. 
« to 
<4 
[ 4 
Rate 
* EE 
RED 
o 
Rs 
7 
£ Ne. 
os Es 
BY £0 
$729%G 
RAY , 
Wee 5S 
. x 
> 7g, 
- 
£280 
AS 
g G 
+ 
- 8 
= J 
EOS 
"38x 
{4888 
"= 
by 
43 3 * 
En 
LEED 
Ls _— 4 
75, 
Cc 
=" B8&- 
488 
14 4s 
> 
£2 ON 
"a 
24 
HIS 
x 
I; 
Rn 
(rage 
age 
«A 4 
"us 
h \ 
20 
X07 
Es 
+ Bhat 
EN. 
bs 
28 
Hen] 
* L 
IR 
+! 
Yoed 
RO 
Mr 
Bent 
Fe. 
4 » 
> 
; 
"0 
v 
b 
3 
A 
i 
4 


106 An Eſſay 
Juries, and reaſonable "Time piven, 
any part of the Roads in ſuch and 
ſuch Pariſhes, be not kept and main- 
raind in that Poſture they are Pro- 
posd to be. Now the Lands thus 
ſettled are an eternal Security to the 
Country, for the keeping the Roads 
in Repair; becauſe they will always 
be of lo mich Value over the need- 
ful Charge, as will make it worth 
while to the Undertakers to preſerve 
_ their Title to them ; and the Tenure 
of them being ſo precarious, as to be 
liable ro Forfeiture on Default, they 
will always. be careful to uphold the 
Caulways. 
Laſtly, What Profr to the Under- 
TROY 2 For we mult allow them to 
Gain\, and thar conſiderably, or no 
Man wou'd undertake ſuch a Work. 

To this 1 propoſe, Firit, 

During the Work \llow them. out 


of the btock 2000 |. ay Ann. for Ma- 


nagement. After 


Py 
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 Aﬀerthe Work is finiſh'd, ſo much 
| of the-5000!. per 4n. as can be ſavd, 
” and the Roads kept in good Repair, 
' ler be their own; and if the Lands 
Secur'd be not of the Value of 5000 l. 
a Year, let fo much of the Eight 
Years Tax be ſet apart as may Pur- 
chaſe Land to make chem up ; if they 
come to more, let the Benefit be to 
the Adventurers. 
Ir may be Objected here, That a 
Tax of 30000l. for Eight Years will 
come in as faſt as it can well be laid 
out, and ſo no Anticipations will be 
requiſite ; for the whole Work Pro- 
pos d cannot be probably finiſhed in 
leſs Time ; and if ſo, 


L 


The Charge of the Country amounts to ——— 240000 
The Lands ſav'd Eight Years Revenue ——— 040000 
280000 


which is 13000 [. more than the 
| Char Qc5 
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Charge; and it the Work be done fo 
much Cheaper, as is mentioned, the 


Profit to the Undertaker will be Un- þ 


reaſonable. 


To this I ſay, I wou'd have the 


Undertakers bound to accept the Sal- 
lary of 3000 l. per Ann. for Manage- 
ment, and if a whole Years Tax can 
be ſpar, either leave it Unraisd up- 
on the Country, or put it in Bank to 
be improvd againſt any occaſion, of 
Building, perhaps, a great Bridge; or 
_ lome very wet Seaſon, or Froſt, may 
ſo Damnify the Works, as to make 
them require more than ordinary Re- 


pair. Bur the Undertakers {ſhoud 


make no private Advantage of ſuch 


an Overpius, there might be ways 
enough found for it. 


Another Objection lies againſt the 
Poſhbiliry of Enclofing the Lands up- 
on the Waſte, which generally belongs 


cQ 
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to ſore Mannor, whoſe diffrent Tei 
| nures may be fo croſs, and ſo other- 
; wiſe encumbred, that even the Lord 
| of thoſe Mannors, though they were 
willing, cou'd not Convey them. 
This may be Anſwer in General, 
Thar an A& of Parliament is Omni- 
potent with. reſpe&t to Titles and Te- 
nures of Land, and can Empower 
Lords and Ten to Confent to what 
elſe they coud not; as to Particulars, 
they cannot be Anliwerd till they are 
Propos'd ; but there is no doubt bur 
| an Act of Parhamenr may adjult it 
| all in one Head. 
S | Whar 3 Kingdom wou'd Enolawl 
be if this were perform'd in all the 
Counties of it | and yer I believe it is 
feaſible, even in the worſt. I have 
narrowly obſerv'd all the Conſiderable 
Ways in that unpaſlable County of 
Suſſex, ex, which eſpecially in lome parts 
in the Witd As _ very property call 


it, 
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it, of the County, hardly admurs the 
Countrey People to Travel to Mar- 
kets in Winter, and makes Corn dear 
at Market Mou it cant be brought, 
and cheap at the Farmer's Houſe be- 
cauſe he cant carry it to Market ; 
yer even in that County wou'd I un- 
dertake tocarry 0N this Propoſal, and 


that to great Advantage , if back'd 
with the Authority of an Act of Par- 


_ Hament. 


TI have ſeen in that horrible Coun- 

try the Road 60 to 100 Yards Broad, 

lie from fide to fide ail Poach'd Ty 
Catte!, the Land of no manner of | 
Be 7 , and yet no goings with a | 
Horſe, Ube & every ſtep up to the 
Shoulders, ut of Sioughs and Holes, 
and covered with fra: adit Z-WAEET. Ic 
colts them incred! Die San of Money 
to Repair them; and a very \Places 


7 thar 2 arc Ay MEESY wou s tr: TY the A Y "OUNg 


1 raveller to TO OVer chem : The Ro- 
mans 


upon Projes, 111 
mans Maſter'd this Work, and by a 
firm Cauſeway made a High-way 
uite through this deep Country , 

; 086 2 Darkm 1n Surry to Stanſted, 
and thence to Oleley, and fo on to 
Arundel ; its Name teils us what it 
was ade of ; for it was call d Stone- 
— ſreet, and many viſible parts of it re- 

main to this day. a 
| Now would any Lord of a Mannor 
refuſe to allow 40 Yardsin breadth our 
of that Road I mention'd, to have the 
other 2o made into a Firm, Fair, and 
Pleaſant Cauſeway over that Wilder- 
nels of a Countrey ? 
Or would not any man acknow- 
ledge, That putting this Country into a 
condition for Carriages and Travellers 
to pals, would be a great Work? The 
Gentlemen would nd the Beneht of 
it in the Rent of their Land, and Price 
of their Timber ; the Countrey Peo- 
ple would find t the difference in the 

Sale 
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Sale of their Goods, which now they 
cannot carry beyond the firſt Market- 
Town, and hardly thither; and the 
whole County would reap an Advan- 
rage an hundred to one greater than 
the Charge of it. And fince the Want 
we feel of any Convenience is gene- 
rally the firſt Motive to Contrivance 
tor a Remedy, I wonder no man ever 


thought of ſome Expedient for ſo con- 
{1derable a Defect. 


dt. 


P ODE a —__—— 


Of ASSURANCES. 


SSURANCES among Mer- 
chants I believe may plead Pre- 
ſcription, and has been of ule time 
out of mind in Trade; tho perhaps 
never {o much a Trade as now. 
'Tis a Compact among Merchants. 
Its beginning being an Accident to 


gcr 
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Trade, and aroſe from' the Diſeaſe of 


' Mens Tempers, who having run lar-. 
| oer Adventures in a fingle Bottom 
| than afterwards they found convenient, 
grew fearful and unealy ; and diſco- 
| vering their uneaſinels to others, who, 
| perhaps, had no Effects in the ſame 
| Veſſel, they offer to bear part of the 
Hazard for part of the Profht z Con- 
venience made this a Cuſtom, and 
Cuſtom brought it into a Method, till 
at laſt it becomes a Trade. 

[ cannor queſtion the Lawtulneſs of 
it, lince all Riſque in Trade is tor 
Gain ; and when I am necellitated to 
have a greater Cargo of Goods in fuch 
or ſuch a Bottom, than my Stock 
can afford to lole, another may 
ſurely offer to go a Part with me; and 
as tis juſt if I give another part of the 
Gain, he ſhou'd run part of theRiſque, 

fo it is as juſt, that if he runs part 
of my. Riſque, he ſhou'd have Re 
It, I or 
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_ of the Gain. Some Object the dif- 
parity of the Premio to the Hazard, 
when the Enſurer runs the Riſque of 
300. on the Seas from Jamaica to Lon- 
don for 40 5. which, fay they, is pre- 
poſterous and unequal. Though this 
Objection is hardly worth Anſwering 
ro Men of Bulineſs, yet it looks ſome- 
thing fair to them thar know no bet- 
zer; and for the Information of ſuch, 
{ crouble the Reader with a few Heads. 

Firſt, They muſt conſider the Enſu- 
Fer 15 Out No Stock. 

Secondly, It is but one Riſque the 
Enfurer runs, whereas the Aflured has 
had a Riſque out, a Riſque of Debts 
abroad, a Riſque of a Marker, and a 


. Riſque of his Factor, and hasa Riſque 


of a Market to come, and therefore 
ought to have an an{werable Profit. 
Thirdly, If it has been a Trading 
Voyage, perhaps, the Adventurer has 
Paid Three or Four fuch Premios, 
which 
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which ſometimes make the Enfurer 
clear more by a Voyage, than the 
Merchant ; I my felt have Paid 100 L. 
Fant | in thoſe ſmall Premio's on 
a Voyage I have not gotten 50 l. by ; 
and I {uppoſe I am not the firſt that 
JA neither. 

This way of  Afſuring has alſo, as 
other Arts of Trade have, ſuffer 


ſome Improvement ( if 1 may be al- 


lowd tharc Term ) in our Age; and 


the firſt ſtep upon it, was an Enfurance- 


Offce for Houſes to Enſure them from 


Fire ; Common Fame gives the Pro- 


ject to Dr. Barebone ; a Man, I ſup- 
poſe, better known as a Builder than 
a Phyſician. Whether it were his, or 


whole it was, I do not enquire; it was 


ſerrled on a Fund of Ground-Rents, 


'to Anſwer in caſe of Loſs, and met 


with very good Acceptance. ; 
But it was ſoon follow'd by another, 


| by wayof OY Society; where every 


L 1 one 
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one who Subſcribe, pay their Ouote wo | 


Build up any e's Houle who is 

| Contributor, if it ſhall happen to be 
Burar. I wont decide which is the 
Beſt, or which Succeeded beſt, but I 
believe the latter brings in moſt Money 
to the Contriver. 

Only one Benefit I cannot omit 
which they reap from theſe T'wo Socie- 
ties who are not concern in either, 
_ "Thar if any Fire happen, whether in 
Houſes Fnſurd or not Enſurd, they 
have each of them a {cr of Luſty Fel- 
lows, generally Water-men, who be- 
ing :ramediately calld up, herbever 
chey live, by Watchmen Appointed , 
are, it mull be confets'd, very Active 
and Diligent in eng co put our the 


Fire. 


As & any further [Improvement ro 
be made upon Aſſurances in Trade, 
no queſtion there may, and I doubt 

not 
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not but on Payment of a ſmall Duty 
to the Government, the King might 
be made the General Enſurer of all 
Foreign Trade : Of which more un- 
der another Head. 

| I am of the Opinion allo, that an 
Office of Enſurance Erected to Enſure 
the Titles of Lands, in an Age where | 
they are ſo precarious as now, might 
be a Project not unlikely to ſucceed, if 
Eſtabliſh'd on a good Fund. Bur I 
ſhall ſay no more to thar, becaule it 
ſeems to be a Delign in hand by ſome 
Perſons in Town, and is indeed no 
Thought of my own. 
Enſuring of Life I cannot admire; 
I ſhall ſay nothing to it; but thar in 
Jtaly where Stabbmg and Poyſoning 1s 
ſo much in Vogue, ſomething may 
be ſaid for ir, and on contingent An- 
nuities ; and yer I never knew the 
thing much approvd of on any ac- 


COUnt, 
I 3 Of 
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Of Fr1EnNDLY-SOCIETIES. 


| Nother Branch of Enſurance, is 
A by Contribution, or (to bor- 
row the Term from that before-men- 
tiond) Friendly-Socteties ; which , is 
in ſhort, a Number of People entring 
into a Mutual Compact to Help one 
another, in caſe any Diſaſter or Di- 
ſtreſs fall upon them. 

It Mankind cou'd agree, as theſe 


might be Regulated, all things which 


have Caſualty in them, might be Se- 
curd, Bur one thing 1s Particularly 
requird in this way of Aflurances ; 
None can be admitted , bur ſuch 
whoſe Circumſtances are, art leaſt in 
ſome degree, alike, and ſo Mankind 
mult be ſorted into Clafles; and as 
their Contingences differ , every dif- 
ferent Sort may be a Society upon even 


Terms; for the Circumſtances of Peo- 


ple, 
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ple, as to Life, differ extremely by the 
Age and Conftirution of their Bodies, 
and difference of Employment ; as he 


that lives on ſhore,againlt him that goes 


0 Sea, ora Young Man againſt an Old 
Man; or a Shopkeeper againſt a Soldier, 
are unequal ; I dont pretend to deter- 
mine the Controverted Point of Pre- 
deſtination,the Foreknowledge and De- 
crees of Providence; perhaps,ita Man be 
Decreed to be Kill'd in the "Trenches, 
the ſame Foreknowledge Order'd him 
co Liſt himſelf a Soldier that it might 
come to pals; and the like of a Sea- 
man ; but this I am ſure, ſpeaking of 
Second Cxuſes, a Seaman or a Soldier 
is ſubject ro more contingent hazards 
than other Men, and therefore are not 
upon equal Terms to form ſuch a So- 
ciety ; nor is an Annuity on the Life 
of ſuch a Man worth ſo much as it 
is upon other Men; therefore if a So- 
ciery ſhou'd agree together ro Pay the 
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Executor of every Member ſo much 
after the Deceaſe of the ſaid Mem- 
ber, the Seamens Executors wou'd 
moſt certainly have an Advantage , 
and receive more than they Pay. So 
that 'tis neceſſary to ſort the World in- 
to Parcels, Seamen with Seamen, Sol- 
diers with Soldiers, and the like. 

Nor is this a new thing; the Friendly 
Society mult not pretend to aſſume to 
themſelves the Contrivance of the Me- 

thod, or think us guilty of borrowing 
"Ile them, when we draw this into 
other Barthes: for I know nothing 1s 
taken from "ADM but the bare word, 
Friendly-Society, which they cannot pre- 
"trend to be any conſiderable piece of 
Invention neither. 

*] can refer them to the very 07 "EM 
dual Practice in other things, which 
claims preſcription beyond the begin- 
 ingof nf laſt Age, and that is in our 

Marſhes and Fens in Eſſex, Kent ; 

e.-—-) Ano 
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and the Iſle of Ely; where great 
Quantities of Land being with much 
Pains and a valt Charge recovered 
out of the Seas and Rivers, and 
maintain'd with Banks (which they 
call Walls) the Owners of thoſe 
Lands agree to Contribute to the 
keeping up thoſe Walls, and keeping 
out the Sea , which 1s all one with a 
Friendly-Society; and if I have aPieceof 
Land in any Level or Marſh, tho' it 
bounds no where on the Sea or Ri- 
ver, yet I pay my Proportion to the 
Maintenance of the ſaid Wall or 

Bank; and if at any time the Sea 
breaks in, the Damage is not laid up- 
on the Man in whole Land the Breach 
happened, unleſs it was by his neglect, 
but it lies on the whole Land, and is 
called a Level-Lot. wo 

Again, I have known it practiſed 
in Troops of Horſe, eſpecially when 
It was ad that the Troopers 

h Mounted 


4 
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Mounted themſelves; where every pri- 
varce Trooper has agreed to Pay, per- 
haps, 2d. per diem out of his Pay into 
a Publick Stock, which Stock was 
employed to Remount any of the 
Troop who by Accident ſhou'd loſe 
hs Hole. ||| 

Again, The Sailors Contribution to 
the Cheſt ar Chatham, 1s another 
Friendly-Society; and more might be 
nam d. : 
To argue againſt the Lawtulneſs of 
this, wou'd be to cry down common 
Equity, as well as Charity ; for as tis 
kind that my Neighbour {ſhou'd Re- 
lieve me if I fall into Diſtreſs or De- 
cay ; fo 'tis bur Equal he ſhou'd do fo 
if T agreed to have done the ſame for 
him ; and it God Almighty has Com- 
 manded us to Relieve and Help one 
another in Diſtreſs, ſure it muſt be 
commendable to bind our ſelves by 
| Agreement to Obey that Command ; 
nay, 
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nay, it ſeems to be a Project that we 
are led to by the Divine Rule, and 
has ſuch a Latitude in it, that, for 
ought I know, as I ſaid, all the Diſ- 
aſters in the World might be prevent- 
ed by it, and Mankind be ſecur'd from 
all the Miſeries, Indigences, and Di- 
ſtreſſes that happen in the World. In 
which I crave leave to be a little Par- 
ticular. | Mm 

Firſt, General Peace might be ſe- 
cur'd all over the World by it, if all 
the Powers agreed to ſuppreſs him thar 
Uſurp'd or Encroachd upon his 
Neighbour. All the Contingences of 
Life might be fenc'd againſt by this 
Method, ( as Fire 1s already ) as 
Thieves, Floods by Land, Storms by 
Sea, Lofles of all Sorts, and Death it 
ſelf, in a manner, by making it up to 
the Survivor, » 

q I ſhall begin with the Seamen; for 
7 "as their Lives are ſubje& to more ha- 
| . zards 


124 An Efay 


zards than others, they ſeem to come 
firſt in view, 


Of Seamen. 


Sailors are Les Enfans Perdue, the 
Forlorn hope of the World ; they are 
Fellows that bid Deſiance to Terror, 
and maintain a conſtant War wich 
the Elements; who by the Magick of 
their Art, Mr calle 3 in the very confines 
of Death , and are always poſted 
within ſhot, as I may fay, of the 
Grave: "Ths true, their tamiliariry 
with Danger es them deſpiſe ir, 
for which I hope, no body will 
ſay they are the wiſer; and Cuſtom 
has ſo hardend them, that ' we 
find them the worſt of Men, tho' 
always in view of their laſt Mo- 
ment. 
[ have dblerv d one great Error 


in the Cuſtom of Enzland, relating 
7: 
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tO theſe ſort of People, and which 


this way of Friendly-Society wou be 
a Remedy for. 


If a Seaman who Enters himſelf 
or is Preſsd into the King's Ser- 


| vice, be by any Accident Wound- 
ed 'or Diſabled , to Recompence 


him- for the. Ks. he receives 42 


Penton during Life, which the Sail- 
| ors call Smart-Money, and is pro- 
_ portioned to their Hs as for the 
| Loſs of an|Eye; Arm: Leg, or 


Finger, and the like ; and ak tis 


a very Honourable ching , {ons 


but reaſonable, That a Poor Man 
who Loſes Tt: Limbs ( which are 
his Eſtate) m the Service of the 


Government, and is thereby diſa- 


bled from his Labour to get his 
Bread, {hou'd be provided for, and 
not ſuffer'd to Beg or ve for 
want of thoſe Limbs he loſt in the 
Service of his Country, 


But 
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Bur if you come to the Sea- 
men in the Merchants Service, not 
the leaſt Proviſion is made ; which 
has been the Loſs of many a good 
Ship, with many a Rich Cargo, which 
woud otherwiſe have been Savd. 

And the Sailors are in the 
Right of it too: For Inſtance; A 
Merchant Ship coming home from 
the Indies, perhaps- very Rich, meets 
with a Privateer (not ſo Strong but 
that She might Fight him, and perhaps 
get off ); the Captain calls up his 
Crew, tells them , Gentlemen, You ſee 
how tis, T don't queſtion but we may 
Clear our ſelves of this Caper, if youw 
will Stand by Me. One of the 
Crew , as willing to Fight as the 
reſt, and as far from a Coward as 
the Captain, bur endow d with a little 
more Wir than his Fellows, Replies, 
Noble Captain, We are all willmg to Fight, 
and dont queſtion but to Beat him 


Off ; 


YALE 
% $ 
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: but here is the Caſe, If we are 


' Taken, we ſhall be ſet on Shore, and 


then ſent Home, and Loſe, perhaps, 
our Cloaths, anda little Pay ; but if 
we Fight and Beat the Privateer , 
perhaps Half a Score of us may be 
Wounded and Loſe our Limbs, and 
then we are Undone and our Fantilis: 


if you will Sign an Obligation to us, 


That the Owners, or Merchants, [hall al- 


low a Penſuon to ſuch as are Maimd, 


that we may not Fight for the Ship, 


- and £0 4a Beg omg our ſeives, we wall 
brins off the Ship, or Sink by her 


fid ae , "I T am not willms to 


Fight , for my part. The Captain 
nmr do this; P they Strike, and 
the Ship and Cargo is Loſt. 

If I ſhou'd turn this ſupposd Ex- 
ample into a real Hiſtory, and Name 
the Ship and the Captain that did 
ſo, it wou'd be too plain ro be 


contradicted, 
Where- 
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Wherefore, for the Encouragement 
_ of Sailors in the Service of the 

Merchant, I wou'd have a Frendly- 
Society Exeted for Seamen ; where- 
in all Sailors, or Seafaring-men , 
Entring their Names , Places of _ 
Abode , and the Voyages they go 
upon, at an Ofre of Enſurance for 
 Seamen, and Paying there a cer- 
rain ſohall Quarteridge , of 15s. per 
Quarter, ſhou'd have 2 Seal'd, Cer- 
tificate from the Governors of the 


ſaid Office, for the Articles hereafter 
mentioned. 


(1) If any fuch Seaman, either 
in Fight, or by any other / 67 
at Sea, come to be diſabled, he ſhou'd 

receive from the ſaid Office the fol- 

lowing Sums of Money, either in 

Penſion for Lite, or Ready ys as 

he pleas'd. 


\* 


For 
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8 / L. 
1 An Eye 2x7 © 23] 
Both Eyes _ 8 *% 
| One Leg | + 
Both Legs | | 6 © 
For the ; Right Hand bs or 4 6 1 Per Ann, 
Loſsof 3 Lett Hand 50 7 4 4 bfor Life, 
| Right Arm x00 | S | 
tTeft Arm 590 6 | 
(| Both Hands 160 | L2 | 
{ L Both an 2003, Lis gy; 


Any Broken Arm, or Leg, or Thigh, cowl the 
107. 
Tf taken by the Tarkr, 501. cowl his Ranſom. 
It he become Infirm and Unable to go to Sea, or 
Maintain himſelf, by Age or Sickneſs, 6 J. per Ann; 
To their Wives if they are Kill'd or Drown'd, 501. 


Cure Sammia_— Ougmenanciiny (a _— 


In Conſideration of this, every Sea- 
man Subſcribing to the Sociery, {hall 
Aoree to Pay to the Receipt of the 
ſaid Ofhce, his Quota of the Sum to 
be Paid, whenever and as often as 
ſuch Claims are made; the Claims 
to be Enterd into the Office, and 
upon ſufficient Proot made, the Go- 

K | vernors 
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vernors to Regulate the Diviſion, and 
Publih it in Print. 
For Example: 

Suppoſe 4000 Seamen Subſcribe to 
this Society, and after Six Months, for 
'no Man ſhoud Claim ſooner chan 
Six Months, a Merchanr's Ship having 
 Engagd a Piiwaceer, there comes {ex 
yeral Claims rogether : : As thus; 


L. 

A Was Wounded aud Loft one Leg —— 50. 
B Blown up with Powder, and has Lo## 
an Eye ——— ——— — 

| C Had a Great Shot took off his Arm — 100 

. D With a Splinter had an Eye Fruck out 25 


i O— 


200 
E Was __ with a Great as fo = - 
| patd to his Wife W OO Ons” RE 3 


250 


The Governors hereupon ſettle the 
Claim of theſe Perſons, and . make 
Publication, That whereas ſuch and fuch 


Scamen, 
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Seamen, Members of the Society, have 


in an Engagement with a French Priva- 
ter, been fo and ſo Hurt, their Claims 
upon the Offce, by the Rules and Agrce- 
ments of the ſaid Ofce, being adjuſted 
by the Governors, amounts to 250L. 
which bems equally Wpided among the Sub- 
ſeribers, comes to 18. 3 d. wich which 
all Perſons that are $ ubſcr bers to the ſaid 
Ofrce are deſired to Pay in, for their re- 
ſpeftive Subſcriptions, that the ſaid 
Wounded Perſons may be Reliev'd ac- 
cordmely, as they expect to be Reliev d, 
if the ſame, or the like Caſualty ſhou'd be- 
fall them. 

"Tis but a ſmall matter for a Man 
to Contribute, it he gave 1s. 3 d. 
out of his Wages to Relieve Five 
+ Wounded Men of his own Fraternity, 
 butar the fame time to be afſurd thar 
_ if hejs Hurt or Maim d he ſhall have 
the ſame Relief, itis a thing ſo ratio- 
nal, that hardly any thing bur 2 Hare- 


K z bond 
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| brain'd Fellow that thinks of nothing, 
woud omit Entring himſelf into ſuch 

an Office. 
I ſhall not enter further into this 
Afﬀair, becauſe, perhaps, I may give 
the Propofal ro ſome Perſons who 
may ſet it on fqot; andthenthe World 
may lee the Benefit of it by the Exe- 
Cution. 


I]. For Widows. 


The ſanie Method of Friendly-So- 
ciety I conceive wou d be a very pro- 
per Propoſal for Widows. 

We have abundance of Women 
who have been Bred well, and Liv'd 
well, Ruind in a few Years, and, 
perhaps, lett Young, with a Houle full 
of Chidren, and nothing to Support 
them ; which falls generally upon the 
Wives of the Inferior Clergy, or of 


They 


Shopkeepers and Artificers. 
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They Marry Wives with perhaps 


2001. to 10001. Portion, and can 
ſettle no Jointure upon im. either 
they are Extravagant and idle. and 
Waſte it, or Trade Decays, or Loſles, 
Or 4 houlans Contingences happen to 
bring a Tradeſman to Pov erty, and 
he Breaks ; the Poor Young Woman, 
it may be has Three or Four © Children, 
and 1s dens en to a thouſand ſhifts, 
whule he lies in the Mint or Friars un- 
der the Dilemma of 2 Statute of Bank- 
rupt ; but it he Dies, then ſhe is ab- 
ſ olurely Undone, anleſ {he has Friends 
tO go to. 

Suppole an Office to be Erected, to 
be call'd 4n Ofice of Enſurance for W [- 
dows, upon the following Condi- 
_ 

Two thouſand Womlth or their 
Husbands for them , Enter their 
Names . into a Regiſter to be kept 
for that purpoſe, with the Names, 
N 2 Age, 
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Age, and Trade of their Husbands, 
with the Place of their Abode, Paying 
at che time of their Entring 5 s. down 
with |1 5. 4 d. per Quarter, which 1s to 
the ſetting up and ſupport of an Office 
with |Cle erks, and all proper Officers 
for the {ame : : for there 1s no \main- 
Famine . ſuch bout Charge ; | they 
receive every one of then” a Cenif.- 
cate, | Seal'd by the Secretary of the 
Olfice, 2 FA Sion d by the Governors, 
tor the Art I} hercafter mentioned. 


If any one of the Women "7 7H 

2 Widow at 2ay time after Six Months 
from the Dire of her Subſcription , 
upon due Notice oF m and lim 
made'\2c theo ap in form, as ſhall 
Be pulled cd, {he {hall receive within 
Six Months = ſuch Claim made, 
the Sura of 500 {. in Money, withour 
any eductions, ſaving fome ſmall 

es © the Officers, which the Tru- 
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ſtees muſt ſettle, that they 2n07 be 
known. _ 

In Conlidiran of this, every 
Woman ſo Subſcribing, Oblioes her 
ſelf to Pay as often as any Mc 2mber 
of the Society becomes a Widow, the 
due Proportion or Share lon tO 
her to Pay, towards the 500 |. for the 
faid Widow, provided her Share does 
not exceed the Sum of 5 s. 

No Seaman or Soldiers Wives to 
be accepted into ſuch a Propoſal as. 
this, on the account before-mention'd, 
batons the Contingences of Air 
Lives are not equal to others, unleſs 
chey will admit this general Exception, 
{uppoling they do not Die our of the 
Kingdom, _ 

Ic might alſo be an Eatghion, Thar 
if the Widow , that Claimd, had 
really, bona fide, left her by her Hul- 
band to , her own uſe , clear of all 


Debts and Legacies , 2000 |. {he 
K 4 ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd have no Claim ; the Intent be- 
1ng to Aid the Poor, not add to the 
| Rh Bur there lies a great many 
Objections againſt {uch an Article: As 
=: (1.4 1 may tempt lome to For- 
{wear themſicives. 
(2) People will Order their Wills 
'2 as 70 Deffand the Exception. 
__ One Exception mnilt be made; and 
chat is, Eicher very Unequal Matches, 
25 W hid 2 Woman of Nineteen Mar- 
ries an Old Man of Seventy; or 
- Women who have Infirm Husbands, 
I mean known and publickly fo. To 
remedy which, Two things are to be. 
Gone. 
Ef] The Office muſt have moving 
Officers without doors, who ſhall in- 
form themſelves of ſuch matters, and 


if any ſuch Circumſtances appear, the 


Office ſhou'd have 1 4 days time to re- 
turn their Money, and declare their 


Subſcriptions Void. 
(2.) No 
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| 2.) No Woman whoſe Husband 
| had any vilible Diſtemper, ſhou'd 
claim under a Year > her Sub- 
ſcription. 

One grand Objection againſt this 
Propoſal, is, How you will oblige 
People to Pay either their Subſcripti- 
on, or their Quarteridge. 

To this 1 Anſwer, By no compul- 
fon ( tho' thar might be pertorm'd 
c00 ) but altogether voluntary ; only 
with this Aroument to move it, that 
it they do pips continue "ll Pay- 
ments, they loſe the Benefit of their 
paſt Concribuciads | 

I know it lies as a fair Objection 
againſt ſuch a Project as this, Thar the 
number of Claims are ſo uncertain, 
That no Body knows what they en- 
gage in, when they Subſcribe, tor ſo 
many may Die Annually our bf Two 
thouſand, as may make my Payment 
20 or 25 |. per Ann. and if a Woman 


happen 
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happen to Pay that for Twenty 
Years, though ſhe receives the 5 00 /. 
at laſt ſhe is a great Loſer ; bur if ſhe 
dies before her Husband, ſhe has leſ- 
ſened his Eſtate conf1derably, and 
brought a great Loſs upon him. 

Firſt, I fay to this, That I woud 
have ſuch a Propoſal as this be fo fair 
and ſo eaſy, that if any Perſon who 
had Subſcrib'd, tound the Payments 
too high, and the Claims fall too of- 
cen, it ſhou'd be attheir liberty at any 
time, upon Notice given, to be Re- 
leaſed, and ſtand Obligd no longer ; 
and if {o, Yolenti non fit mpuria; every 


one knows beſt what their own Cir- 


cumſtances will bear. 
In the next Place, becauſe Death is 


2 Contingency, no Man can directly 


calculate, and all that Subſcribe muſt | 
take the hazard ; yet that a Prejudice 


againſt this Notion may not be built on 


wrong grounds, let's examine a little the 


PLO* 


© Rb + 
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probable hazard, and ſee how many 
{ſhall die Annually out of 2000 Sub- 
{cribers, accounting by the common 
proportion of Burials, to the number of 


the Living. 


Sir William Petty in his Political 
Arithmetick, by a very Ingenious Cal- 
culation, brings the account of Buri- 
als in Loxidon, to be 1 in 40 Annually, 
and proves 1t by all the proper Rules 


_ of proportion d Computation ; and 


Ile take my Scheme from thence. 

It then One in Forty of all the 
People in Enzland Die, that fup- 
poles Fifry to Die every Year out 
of our Two Thouſand Subſcribers ; 
and for a Woman to Contribute 5 5s. 
to every one, wou d certainly be to 
Agree to Pay 121. 10s. per Ann. upon 


| her Husband's Life, to receive 500 l. 
when he Di'd, and loſe itit ſhe Did 
firſt ; and yet this wou'd not be a Ha- 


zard beyond realon too great for the 
Gain, __ Bur 
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But I ſhall offer ſome 7 le to 


prove this to be impoſſible in our 


Caſe; Firſt , Sir William Petty allows 


the Ciry WG £6 conan abou 2 
Million of People, and our Yearly 
Bill of Mortality never yet amounted 
to 25000 in the moſt Sickly Years 
we have had, Plague Years excepted, 
ſometimes but to 20000, which is but 
One in Fifty : Now it 1s to be confi- 
derd here, that Children and Ancient 
People make up, one time with ano- 
ther, at leaſt one third of our Bills of 


Morality ; ; and our Aſſurances lies 


Upon None bur the Midling Age of 
the People, which 1s the only Age 


wherein Life 1s any thing ſteady; and 


if that be allow'd, there cannot Die 
by his Computation, above One in 
Eighty ot {uch People every Year; bur 
becauſe I wou'd be ſure to leave room 
for Caſualty, Tle allow One in Fifty 
{hall Die out of our Number Sub- 
ſcribd. Secondly, 


ex? 
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Secondly, It muſt be allow'd, that 
our Payments falling due only on the 


| Death of Husbands, this One in Fifty 


mult not be i ched upon the T'wo 


thouſand; for 'tis to be ſupposd ar 


| leaſt as many Women {hall Die as 
ow and then there 1s nothing to 


; ſo thar One in Fifty upon One 


Fahy is the molt that I can [up- 


poſe ſhall Cliim the Contburiond 
a Year, which is Twenty Claims a 
Year, at 5 5. each, and is 5 l. per Am. and 
it a Woman Pays this for Twenty 
Year, and Claims ar laſt, ſhes 
Gainer enough, and no extraordinary 
Loſer if ſhe never Claims at all : And 
I verily believe any Office might Un- 
dertake to Demand at all Adventures 
not aboye 6 l. per Ann. and ſecure the 
Subſcriber 500 l. in cale ſhe come to 


Claim as a Widow. 


| torbear being more particular on 
this Thought, having occaſion ro be 


larger 
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larger in other Prints ; the Experiment 
being refolv'd upon by ſome Friends, 
who are pleas'd to think this too uſeful 
a Project not to be pur in execution ; 
and therefore I refer the Reader to the 
Publick Practice of it. 


I havenam'd theſe two Caſes as ſpe- 
cial Experiments of what might be 
_ done by Aſſurances in way of Friend- 
ly Society ; and I believe I mighc 
without Arrogance afhrm, That the 
— fame Thought might be improv'd in- 

to Methods that ſhoud prevent the 
General Miſery and Poverty of Man- 
Kind, and at once ſecure us againſt 
Beggars, Pariſh-Poor, Alms-Houles, 
and Hoſpicals; and by which, not a 
Creature ſo Miferable, or fo Poor, bur 
{hould claim Subfiitence as their Due, 
and not ask it of Charity. 

I cannot believe any Creature ſo 
wretchedly baſe, as to Beg of mere 


, AE I EE NOR OTEEES ST I A i re WIRE EE EC oe ery Se \ 
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choice , bur either it muſt proceed 


from Want , or ſordid prodigious 


 Covetoulinels ; and thence I afhrm , 


There can be no Beggar, but he oughr 
to be either Relievd, or Punith'd, or 
both. It a man begs for mere Cove- 


_ touſneſs, without Want, 'tis a baſeneſs 


of Soul ſo extremely ſordid, as ought 
co be us'd with the utmoſt Contempt, 
and puni{h'd with the Correction due 

to a Dog. It he begs for Want, that 
Want is procurd by Slothfulneſs and 


Tdlenels, or by Accident ; it the Jatter, 


he ought to be relievd; if the for- 
mer, he ought to be pumifh'd for the 
Caule, bur at the ſame time reliev'd 
alſo ; for no man ought to ſtarve, ler 
his Crime be what it will. 

[ ſhall proceed therefore toa Scheme, 


by which all Mankind, be he never ſo 


mean, fo poor, ſo unable, ſhall gain 


for himſelf a Juſt Claim'toa comforta-- 


ble Subſiſtence , whenſoever Age or 


Catualty 
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Caſualcy ſhall reduce him to-a necef-- 
firy of making ule of it. There is a 
Poy erty ſo far from being Deſpicable, 
that 'tis Honourable, wie a man by 
direc Caſualty , ſudden' Providence, 

_ and withour any procuring of his own, 
is reduc'd to want Relief from others, 
as by Fire, Shipwreck, Loſs of eyir 
and the like) 

| Theſe are ſometimes lo apparent , 
that they command the Charity of 
others ; but there are alſo many Fa- 
Candies aedoadHiro Decay, whoſe Con- 
ditions are not ſo publick, and yet 
their Neceſlities as great. Innumera- 
ble Circumſtances reduce men to 
want ; and preſſing Poverty oblige 

{ome people ro make their Caſes pub= 
lick; or ftarve; and trom thence came 
the Cuſtom af Begging, which Sloth 
and Idleneſs has i improv d intoa Trade. 
Bur the Method I propoſe, thoroughly 


put in practice , would remove the 


Caule, 
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Cauſe, and the Effte& wou'd ceaſe of 
courſe. [re = JOU F190 


Want of Conſideration is the great 
reaſon why People do not provide in 
their Youth and Strength for Old Age 
_ andSickneſs; andthe enſuing Propoſal 
15, inſhort, only this, Thar all Perſons 
1n the time of their Health and-Yourh, 
while they are able ro Work and 
ſpare it, ſhoud lay up ſome ſmall. 
inconſiderable part of their gettings 
as a depoſit in fate hands, to lie as a 
Store in bank to relieve them, it by 
Age or Accident they come to be dil- 
| abled, or uncapable to Provide for 
themſelves; and that if God ſo Bleſs 
them, thar they nor theirs never come 
co need it, the overplus may be em- 


ploy'd to relieve {uch as ſhall. 


If an Office in the ſame 'narure 
with this, were" appointed in every 


: County 
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_ County. in | England, i doubr. nat bug 


Poverty might ea ly be” preven ned, 
and Begg TINg ; wholly ſuppres "Thom: 
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Labouring.Pcople, and.ob Honeſt Ree 


pute, ok. wha Calling or Condition 
loever,- ;Men Or Wenn: Beggs 


bs. aid 


"3750s excepted, who being, Hound. of 
| their Limbs, and nader Fifty. Years 
of Age, hall come to the laid Office, 
and enter their Names, Trades, and 
Places.ok -Abode,. into ..a -Regilter to 


be kept {or .char, purpoſe, and ſhall 


i WE 


pon P rojelts. 147 


pay down at the time of che {21d En- 
tring, the Sum of Sixpence, and from 
thence One Shilling per Quarter ; ſhall 
every one. have an Afſfurance under 


the Seal of the. ſaid Office, for ele 


follow: 10 Conditions 


| = 'F ) Ex 7ery fan Subſcriber if by 
any. Cafualry ( Drunkenneſs and Ouar- 
rels excepted) they break their Limbs, 
diflocate Joins,” or are dangerouſly 
Maim' d. or Bealeld. _ able Surgeons 
appointed for that purpoſe, {hall -take 
them into their care, and endeayour 
their Cure Gratis. 

(2.) If they are at any. time dange- 
zouſly Sick, on notice given to the laid 
Ofkice, able Phyſicians ſhall be ap- 
pointed to Vidit them, and give their 
Preſcriptions Gratis. C- 
(3.) IF by Sickneſs or Accident, as 
ia, they lole their. Limbs: Or 
Eyes, ſo as to be viſibly diſabled to 

| © 2 Work, 
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Work, and are otherwiſe Poor and 
 tiinable to provide for themſelves , 
they {hall either be Cur'd at the Charge 
of the Office, or be allow'd a Penfion 
for Subhiſtence during Life. 

(4.) It they become Lame, Aged, 
 Bedrid, or by real Infirmity of Bo- 
dy (the Pox excepted) are unable ro 
Work, andotherwiſe uncapabletopro- 
vide for themſelves, on proof made 
thar it is really and honeſtly ſo, they 
{hall be taken into a Colledge or 
FDoſpital provided for that purpoſe, 
and be decently maintain'd during life. 
- 5+) It they are Seamen, and die 
abroad on board the Merchants Ships 
they were employd in, or are caft 
away and drownd, or taken and die 
in flavery, their Widows ſhall receive 
a Penſ10n during their Widowhood. 

(6.) It they were Tradeſmen, and 
paid the Pariſh Rates, it by decay 
and failure of Trade they Break and 


arc 
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are put it Priſon- for Debt, they ſhall 


receive a Penſion for Subliſtence during 
cloſe Impriſonment. | 


(>) i by Sickwes or Aces. 
they are wc d to extremities of Po- 


verry for a ſeaſon, on a true repre- 
ſentation to the Ofice, they ſhall be 
Reliev dasthe Governor: {hall ſee caule, 


&; is to be Noted, T bat in the 4th. 4r- 

ticle fuch as by Sickneſs and Age are 

- diſabled from Work, and Poor, ſhall be 

takeninto the Houſe and provided for 

whereas in the 3d. Article, they who 

are Blind, or have loſt Limbs, &C. 
ſhall bave Penſions allow d them, 


The reaſon of this difference is this : 
A Poor Man or Woman thar has 
loſt his Hand, or Leg, or Sight, 1s 
vilibly difabled , and we cannot be 
- es d, wheel other Infirmiries are 


not ſo caſily judg d of, and every body 


3 wou'd 
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 wou'd be hliming 1 Penſion, when 
but few will demand being ken into 
an Hoſpital but fuch- as are really in 
want. 

And that this mighe be m tl 
with ſuch Care and Candot as a De- 
ſign which carries fo. good a face 
oughr to be, 1 Propoſe the following 
Method for m_ it in Practice. : 


I fapboſe every noni of ſuch 
4 magnitude muſt have ſome princi- 
pal Agent tO puſh. it forward, who 
muſt manage and direct every ching 
_ always with direction of the Gover- 
Ron, - 


And Firſt, le kak] One Gene- 
ral Office ded: for the great Pa- 
riſhes of Stepney and - Whitechapel ; 
and as Ile lay down afterwards ſpine 
Methods to oblige ali People to come 
in and Subſcribe, {© | may be allow'd 
fo Anaan here, That all "- Inhabi- 


tants 
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tants: of thoſe: Tiwo large: '\Pariihes 
(the meancr Laboaringſort4 mean) 
ſhou'd/ Enter their Names! }and that 
the number . 'of them. thou'd be a 


r66000, as [ believe eney.- wou d be 
axcheatte = 177 


Firſt, There:ſhon'd be Nam'd, 50 
of hte principat Inhabitants ' of Fs 
ſaid Pariſhes (of which the Church- 
Wardens for-the time being, and all 
the Juſtices of the Peace dwelling 3 in 
the bounds of the ſaid Pariſh, and the 
Minifters reſident for the time being, 
to: be part) to be Governors of che 

| {aid Office. ©. 
; The faid 50 to be firſt Nominaghd 
! by the Lord-Mayor of London for the 
time being, and every Vacancy to be 
ſuppli'd in 10 days ar fartheſt, by che 

Majority of Voices of the. reſt. 

The 50 to chuſe a Committee of 
11, to {it twice a week, of whom 3 to 
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bez Ouorum:; with a Chief Governor, 
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a Deputy-Governor, and a Treaſurer. 

In the Ofhce,a Secretary with Clerks 
of his own, a Regiſter, and 2 Clerks, 
4 Seatchers, a Meſſenger, one in daily 
attendance Leer Salary, a Phyſician, 


a Surgeon, and 4 Viſitors. 


In the Hoſpital, more or lels, accord- 


' 1ng to the Number of People enter- 


ba di a Houſekeeper, a Steward , 
Nurſes, a Porter, and a Chaplain. 
For the Support of this Othce, and 
that the depoſite Money might go to 
none but the Perſons and Utfes for 


whom itis paid, and that it might not _. 


be ſaid Officers and Salaries was the 
chiet end of the Undertaking, as in 
many a Projett it has been; I. pro- 


pole, That the Manager, or Under- 


taker , who. FE mention d. before, be 
the Secretary, .who ſhall have a Clerk 
allow'd him, whoſe. buſineſs it ſhall 
De to Keep the i take the En- 


tries, 
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tries and give -out- the Tickets: Seal d 
by the Governors, and-Signd by him- 
ſelf, and to Enter always the Payment 
of Quarteridge of every Subſcriber. 
 Andtharthere may beno Fraud or Con- 
nivance, and too great Truſt be not re- 
posd in the ſaid Secretary, every Sub- 
{criber who brings his Quarteridge, is to 
pur it into a great Cheſt, lockt up with 
11 Locks, every Member of the 
Committee to keep a Key, ſo thar it 
cannot be open'd bur in the Preſence 
of them all ; and every time a Subſcri- 
| ber pays his Quarteridge, the Secre- 
__ tary ſhall give him a Seald Ticker, 
thus ſcirifme-g6.] which ſhall be allow'd_ 
as the Receipt of Quarteridge for that 
Quarter. + 


Note, The reaſon why every Subſcri- 
ber ſhall. take a Receipt or .T 'cket 
for his, Quarteridge,,. is becauſe this 
muſt be the ſtanding Law of the 
| 1 - Ofece, 


\ 
\ 
\ 
Lv 
do 
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2 Office, that if any Subſcriber fail 
to pay their Quarteridge, they ſhall 
never Claim after it, until double 
fo much be paid, nor not at all 


| that Quarter, whatever befalls them. 


The Secretary ſhou'd be Hott to 


have 2 d. for every Ticket of Entry 
he gives our, and 1 d. for every Receipt 
he gives fol Quarteridge, to be ac- 
counted for as follows: 


chad Third to himſelf in lieu of 


Salary, he being to Pay Three Clerks 


Our of It. 


One Third to the Clerks, and other 


Ofhcers among them. 


And One IChird to defray the inci- 
dent Charge of the Office. 


of 
Thus 


I own ; 
£& Wi a oem: . 2s Tray es w* RIS EE I LIP PE ” mY 
oct % vo $ Pr ao, WY OT, FOR RT; aye? RT: ad 25 © 
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Thus Calculated. Per Ann. 
>, v2, 
100000 Subſcribers paying 1 4. each "_ 
" ” DE m—— 1666 3 4 


To the << per Ann. WY 
One Thur d ; and Three Clerks Le. 915, T- 


I. Per Ann. 
(To a Regiſter =—-J 00 ? 
15, a co_ an—_—_— 0 | 
; O 4 Searchers —= --100 
Oac Third 7 To b Phyſician 16g 5590 0 6 
To a Surgeon ——— 100 
Tt To Four Viſitors 100} 


 fTo Ten Committee- Y. 
Men, 5 5. each ſitting, [ 260 
twice per Week 1s 

One Third + To a Clerk of Com- 

To Incident | Mictees=—_—— ny hy 

Charges, ſuch , To a Meſlenger ——= 40 ; $ 560. TREE 

as | | A Houſe for the Office 40 | 

| A Houſe for the C 

| Hoſpital —. $722 

© CONtINGENC1CS m——— 7Oz 

I5 5s. 7 d. 


*—C— www 


1666 Z 4 


All the Chand being is paid out 
of ſuch a Trifle as 1 d per Quarter, 
the next Conſideration is to examine 
what the Incomes of this Subſcription 
may be, and in time what may be the 
Demand: upon w E If 


156 An Eſſay 
| ; | | 4 , | . . » | / ry 4 

If 100 000 perſons ſubſcribe, they pay? 

down at their entring, each 6 d. which is 259 


And the firſt year's Payment is in Stocky _ 


Tt muſft be allow'd, that under Three? 
Months the Subſcriptions will not be well | 

compleat ; fo the Payment of Quarteridge 

ſhall nor begin but from the Day after the | 

Books are full,or ſhut up ; and from thence © 

one year 15 to paſs before any Claim can be I 

made ; and the Money coming ir'at ſepa- I75 00 os 

rare times, I ſuppoſe no Improvement | 

upon it for the firſt year, except of the 

2500, which lent to the King on ſome 

good Fund, at 7 1. per Cent. Intereſt,advances 


che firſt year, == ——_— —_—— | 
The Quarteridge of the Second year, 
abating for 1000 Claims, ———7 798 oo co 


And the Intereſt of the firſt year's Mo-) - 
ney, at the end of the ſecond year, lent to F 
z » 
the King, as aforeſaid, at 7 per Cent. Inte-f” 1774 10 oo 
reſt, 1s Cm EEE 


_ 
”T—_ md 


hmm _ 


The Quarteridge of the Third year 
abating for Claims, ——_ mga 


The Intereſt of former Caſh, to the end). 
of the Third Year, ———————z 
Income of Three Years 66933 18 oo 


*> ogob ©0 ©o0 


3284 08. 00 


Note, Any perſon may pay 2 8. up to 


5 8. Quarterly, if they pleaſe, and upon a 
Claim, will be allow d m proportion, 


— 


To 


upon Projects, 157 
To aſſign whatſhall be the Crarge 
upon this, where Contingency has 

-m A fhane: 1s not to be done; but 


y way of Policies Arithmetick a pro- 
bable Gueſs may be made. 


"Tis to be noted, That the Penſions" I 
propoſe to be paid to Perſons claim- 
ing by the Third, Fifth, and Sixth 
Articles are thus Every Perſon 
who paid 1 8. Quarterly , ſhall re-. 
ceive 12 d. Weekly, and ſo in pro- 
portion, every 12 d. paid Cuarterly 
by any one Perſon, to receive ſo ma- 

ny Shillings Weekly, if they come te 


claim a Penſion. 


The firſt Year no Claim is allow'd; 
ſo the Bank has in Stock compleatly 
22500 {. From thence we are to 
conſider the Number of Claims. - 

Sir William Petty, in his Political A- 
richmerick | ſuppoles not above one 
in 


Wl » Eſſay 


in 40 to dye per 4nn. out of the whole 
' number of people; and I can. .by no 
means allow, that the Circumſtances 
of our Claims wall, be as frequent as 
Death ; for theſe Reaſons: # 

(1 [) Our Subſcriptions reſpect all 
perſons. grown, and in the Prime of 
their Age; paſt. the firſt, and provi- 
ding againſt the laſt; part of Danger. 
Sir Willam's Account including Chil- 
ren and Old People, welich? aiways 
maxes up One Third of the Bills of 
Mortality. 

_ (2.) Our Claims il fall thin ar 
firſt, for ſeveral Years: and let bur 
the Money increaſe "Is Ten Years, 
2s it does in the Account for **, 
Years, 'twould be almoſt ſufhcient to 
maintain the whole Mumber; ©. 
3.) Allow thar Caſualty and Po- 
verty are our Debtor-fide ; Health, 
Proſperity , and Death, are the Cre- 


ditor-{1de of the Account ; and in all 
__ 
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probable Accounts, thoſe. Three Arti- 
cles will carry of Thee Fourth Parts 
of the Number, as follows: If 1 in 
40 {hall dyc Annually , ,. as no doubt 
they ſhall, and more, that is. 2500 a 
year, hich | 1N'20. Years is 50000 of 
the Number, LThope [ may. be allow'd 
One Third to be out of condition to 


claim, appparently living without the 
help, c of Charity ; and One Third in 


Health of Body, and able -to work ; 
which put together , makes, $3332 ; 
ſo it leaves 16668. to make Claims of 
Charity and. - end 1900s in the firſt 20 
years, 7 One. half of them mult, 
according to Sir William Petty, Die on 
our Tands; IN 29 Years; lo there remains 
bur 83 3.4 

But to pur it.OUt of doubt, beyond 
the*proportion: to be ouch'd at, He 
allow they {hall fall thus ; ; 

The Firſt Tear, we ave to note, none 

. .can claim, and the Second Yea the 


Number 


% 


160 An Eſſay 
| Number muſt be very few, but im- 
creaſing ; wherefore 1 FanilN 
One in every 500 ſhall claim} 7. 
. theſecondyear, which is 200, 500 
The Charge whereof is 
One in every 100 the third "299 
year, 1s 1000; the Charge, © ) 
Together withthe former 200, 500 


mm __—_ulw._ 


Mts. 
n_—_— 


| 3000 


To carry on the Calculation. 


 Wefind the Stock a2 ns "wy 
the end of the 3d year,9 66933 18 © 
"The Quarteridge of Fo 


the 4th year , abating>19000 oo o 
as before, 


Intereſt of the Stock, 4882 17 6 


The Quarteridge of? = 
the 5th year, 5 $900.10 0 
Intereſt of the Stock, 6473 00 © 


fl 11 5879 ; The 
e 


. tinued 


pon” Projefts. 


The Charge | 3000 00. 0 
 2000to fl the 4th — 
Ie 2 5000 09 © 


9 | 
o 
©; 


And che old m—_ | 
3000 


2000 the 5th Year 5 000 6&6 
_ The Old contained 11000. 00 © 


Re na Ia pA A. 


| 4 
Wa any ow — 
» 


27000 00 © 


By this compuration the Stool is 
increaſed above the Charge in Five 
years 89379 l. 15 5. 6d: and yer here 
are ſundry Articles to be conſidered 
on both ſides of the Account, that 
will neceſſarily increaſe che Stock and 


diminiſh the Charge, 


M Firſt 


LD ——— ne ne Ee EOS 
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_ving claim'd Charity, F 


bated forin the reckon- 
ng .above for Stock, 


_ . Subſcriptions will be 
Number full , which | 


An Eſſay 


- Firſt, *In the Five} 
years time 6200 ha- 


the Number being a- | | 


| 


2:400 OO © 


It may be allow'd New T 


taken in to keep the} 


o . | 
in Five. years amounts | | 


to : 4 
Their Sixpences is 155 00 © 
"0 | WY | 
_ Which added troy | 
aro ti5s. 64%... | 
"$1109: 5.6 | 
Augments the Stock 9434 1 | 
_ ———oo————m—m—m——om—————_————__— 


Charge to 


6 At $A Bat, 
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Six thouſand two} 
hundred perſons claim- | 
ing help , whick falls! 
to be ſure, on he|/ 
Aged and las, 
chink,ata modeſt "HT 
putation, in Five years > 4000 oo & 
time 500 of them| 

may be dead, which, | 
without allowing >" 
nually, we take at an| 
Abatement of 4000 [. | 
our of the Charge 


J 
. £ ES ny 


Which reduces die Þ 


4: 20/6 


Beſides his, the Intereſt of a 
Quarteridge, whith = {uppoſed in the 
former Account to lie dead trill the 
Year is out, which caſt up from 


M 2 Quarter 
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Quarter to Quarter, allowing it to be 
pur out Quarterly, as it may 7 well be, 
amounts to by compurartion for "i 
Y ear, 5250l. 

Henk the 5th year, as near as can 


be computed, the Number of Penſ10- 
ners being ſo great 1 make no doubt 
- bur they {hall Die off of the hands 
of the Undertaker as faſt as they ſhall 
fall in, excepting ſo much difference 
as the Payment of every Year, which 


the [ncereft of the Stock {hall ſupply. 
Fox Example : 
| | ot d. 


At the da 3g the 
Fifth Year the Stocky 94629: 15 6 
m hand be 

The Payment © 


f 
the Sixth Year 6 Ow OD 0 
Inrereſt of the Stock 5408 04 © 


Arm I IT eons 


120037 19 7 
Allow 
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| $2. 

Allow an over-\ 

plus Charge for keep- 

ing in the Houle, ! 
which will be dear-f ae. -- 

er than Penfions , 


1 0000 [. per Ann. 


Charge of: the &#be © 
Wi i 22500 O00 © 


Balance in Caſh 875 37 19 6 


i 


Lew 


120037 19 6 


This alſo is to be allow'd, Thar all 
thoſe Perſons who are kept by the Of- 
ce in the Houſe ſhall have Employ- 
ment provided for them, whereby no 
Perſons {hall be kept Idle, the Works 
to be ſuired to every ones Capacity 
without Rigour, only ſome diſtinEti- 
on to thoſe who are moſt willing to 

I M 2 Work ; 
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Work ; the Profits of the ſaid Work 
to the Stock of the Houſe. 

Beſides this there may great and 
very profitable Methods be found our 
to improve the Stock beyond the ſet- 
led Intereſt of 7 per Cent. which per- 
haps may not always be to be had, 
tor the Exchequer 1s not always 4s 
rowing Money ; but a Bank of 
80000 |. employ d by faithful hands, 
_ need not want opportunities of great 
and very conſiderable Improvement. 

Alfoit woud be a very good Ob- 
ject for Perfons who Die Rich to leave 
Legacies to, which in time might be 
very well ſuppos'd oO raiſe a ſtanding 
Revenue tO tt. 

_ Iwont lay but various Contingen- 
cies may alter the Charge of this Un- 
_ dertaking, and {well the Claims be- 
yond proportion, further than I ex- 
tend it ; bur all char, and much more, 


15 ſufficiently aber d 1 in the "62 827 th 
| 10NsS, 


os 050 ep OTE OW 7 > PR 17 7 .. PS ___ na 
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tions, by above 800001. in Stock to 


Provide for it. 


As to the Calculation being made 
on a vaſt Number of Subſcribers, and 
more than, perhaps, will be allow'd 
likely to Subſcribe, I think the pro- 
portion may hold oood | in a few, as 
well as in a great many ; and, per- 
haps, if 20009 Subſcrib'd, it might be 
as effectual ; I am hd willing to 
think all Men ſhou'd have ſeals 
enough to ſee the uſefulneſs of ſuch a 
Delign, and be perſwaded by their In- 
tereſt to engage 1n it ; but ſome Men 
have leſs Prudence hos Brutes, and 
will make no proviſion againſt Age 
till ic comes; and to deal with ſuch, 
Two ways might be us d by Aurhotis 
ty to Compel them. 

( 1.) The Church-Wardens al 


Juſtices of Peace ſhou'd ſend the 


Beadle of the Pariſh, with an Officer 
belonging to this Office, abour to the 
M 4 Poorer 


Poorer Pariſhioners to rell them, That 
fince ſuch Honourable: Providl 10n Is 
made for them-to ſecure themſelves in 
Old Age from Poverry and Diſtreſs, 
they ſhou d expect no Relief from the 
Pariſh, if they refus'd to Enter them- 


ſelves, and by ſparing ſo {mall a part 


_ of cheir Fanmngs to prevent fucure 


Miſery. 

 (23.) TheChurch-Wardens of every 
Pariſh might refuſe the removal of 
Perlons and Families into their Pariſh 
but upon their having Entred 1 into this 
Office. ' 

(3) All Perſons fhbu' d be WY 
lick ty delird to forbear giving any 
thing to Beggars ; and all common 
Beggars 5 Jupprets G after a certain time ; 
tor this woud| cffectu. ali * ſuppreſs 
Begeery : at laſt. | 

© And'to oblige che Pariſhes to do 

| this on behalf of ſach a Project, the 
Governor of tne Houle {hou d ſecure 


the 


6s... Al DO = "OP 
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the Pariſh avainflall Charges coming 
upon them from any Perſon who did 
Subſcribe and pay the Quarteridge, 
and that wou'd moſt certainly oblige 
any Pariſh to endeavour that all the Lla- | 
bouring Meaner People in the Pariſh 
[hou Jd; enter their Names; for in time 
'twou'd moſt certainly rake all the 
Poor in the Pariſh off: of their hands. 
I know that by Law no Pariſh can 
retaſe to Relieve any Perſon or Fami- 
ly fallen into Diſtreſs, and ris 
ro ſend them word they mult expect 
no Relief, wou'd ſeem a vain threat- 
ning ; har thus far the Pariſh may do, 
they (hall be eſteem'd as Perſons whit 
deſorve no Relicf, and {hall be usd 
_ accorcingly ; For who, indeed, wou'd 
ever pity "hae Man in iis Diſtreſs, who 
at the CXPCNce of Tivo Pots of Beer 
4 Menth , might have prevented it, 
and woud not ſpare 1t ? 
, As to my Calculations, on which 


ao 
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not depend neither, I ſay this, * 
! af are probable, and "4 in Five 
years time a ey _—_—_ of a Hun- 
dred thouſand Perſons wou'd have 
87537 0. 195. 6d. in Caſh, all 
Charges paid, I defire any one "bl tO 
_ reflect whar will not {uch a Sum do; 
for inſtance, were it laid out in the 
Million Lottery Tickets , which are 
now Sold at 6 1. each, a bring in 
1 L. per Ann. for Rifoer) Years, every 
1 0001. ſo laid out, pays back in time 
25001. and that time woud be as 
faſt as it wou'd be wanted, and there- 
fore be as good as Money; or if laid 
out in improving Rents, as Ground- 
Rents with Buildings to devolve in 
time, there is no queſtion but a Reve- 
nue wou'd be rais'd in time to Maintain 
One third part of che Number of 
Subſcribers, if they ſhoud come to 


_ Claim Charity. 
And 1 delire any Man to con- 


{1der 
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ſider the preſent State of this King- 
dom, and tell me, if all the People 
of England , Old had Young, Rich 
and Poor, were to Pay into one 
common Bank, 4 5s. per Ann. a Head, 
and that 4 s. duly and honeſtly ma- | 
nag'd, Whether the overplus paid by 
thoſe ak Die off, and by thoſe who 
never come to Wane, WOu 4] not in all 
probability Maiadlih all that fhou'd 
be Poor, and for ever Baniſh Beggery 
and Poverty out of the Kingdom. 


Of W aGERING. 


W <6 25 now pra- 
ctisd by Polities and Con- 
tracts, is become a Branch of 4 Aſſu- 
rances; it was before more properly 
a part of Gaming, and as it deſervd, 
had bur a very low eſteem; Hat 


fifing 
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ſhifting ſides, and the War providing 
proper ſubjects, as the contingences of 
Sieges, Bartels, Treaties ,andCampaigns, 
it encreas d to an extraordinary Repu- 
tation , and Offices were erected on 
purpoſe which manag dit to a ſtrange 
degree and with great Advantage , 
eſpecially to the Office-keepers ; Ho 
that as has been computed, there was 
not [els Gaged ON one lide and other 
upon the ſecond Siege of Limerick, 
than Two hundred thouſand Pound. 
How 'tis managd, and by what 
_ trick and artifice it "bears a Trade, 

and how inſenfibly Men were Hin 
'-1nto it}, an caly Account may be 
oven. | 
i blelievd Novelty was the Er 
wheel thar ſet ic on w ork, and I need 
make no refection Upon the power of 
chat Charm : It was wholiy a new 
thing, at leaſt upon the Exchange of 
iT olident - and the hrit occa afion that c FAVE 


1t 
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it a room among publick Diſcourſe, 
was ſome Perſons forming Wagers on 
the Return and Succeſs of King James, 
for which the Government took occa- 
f10n to uſe them as they delerv'd. _ 

I have heard a Bookſeller in King 
James's time ſay, That if he wou'd buve 
a Book ſell, he wou d have it Burnt by 
| the band of the Common Hangman 3 the 
Man , no doubt, valud his Profir 
RS his Reputation ; but People are 
lo addicted to proſecute a thing that 
ſeems forbid, that this very praQtice 
ſeem to be encourag'd by its being 


Contraband. h 
The Trade encreas'd, and Grſt | on 


Z dy Exchange and then in Colfee-houl 


it got life, wt" the Brokers, thoſe Ver= 
min of Ti -ade , got hold 5 , and 
then particular Offices were ſet apart 
for it, and an incredible reſort thi- 
ther was to be ſcen every day. 


Theſe Offices had not been long in 


being, 


| 


a 
i 6 
A 

LL 
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being, but they were chrong'd with 
Shaypers and Setters as much as the 
Groom-Porter's, or any Gaming-Or- 
dinary in Towh, where a Man had 
nothing to do, War tro make a good 
Figure and prepare the Keeper # the 
Ofhce to give him a Credit as a good 
Man, and though he had not a Groat 
to pay, he ſhow d take Guineas and 
ſ1 Ign Policies, till he had receiv'd, pethaps 

3 or 400 l. in Money on cotiflitinn to 
pay great Odds, and then Succeſs tries 
the Man ; if he Wins, his Fortune is 
made ; if not, hesa better Man chan 
-ahwr before, by juſt ſo much Mo- 
for 25 to the Debt, he is your 
Humble Servant in the Temple or 
Whitehall. 
Bur beſides choſe who are but the 
Thieves of the Trade, there is a Me- 
thod as effectual to get Money as pol- 
ſ1ble, manag'd with more appearing 


Honeſty, bur no leſs Art, by which 
the 
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che Wagerer , in Confederacy with 
the Office-keeper, {ſhall lay vaſt Sums, 
great Odds, and yet be always ieegy ro 


Win. 


For Example : 

A Town in Flanders, or elſewhere, 
during the War is befieg'd ; perhaps 
at the: beginning of the Siege the De- 
fence 1s ' VISOTOUS, and Relief probable, 
and it is the opinion of moſt people, 
the Town will hold out /o long, or 

perteey s not be taken at all : The Wa- 
-gerer has two or three more of his ſort 
in conjunction , of which always the 
Office-keeper is one ; and they run 
_ down all diſcourſe of the raking the 
Town, and offer great Odds it ſhall 
not be caken by ſuch a day: Perhaps 
| this goes on a Week, and then the 
Scale turns; and tho' they ſeem ro 
hold the Cop opinion Rill, yer under- 
hand the Office-keeper his Orders to 
'Take all the Odds which by their Ex- 


E ample 
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ample was Laſers given, againſt the 


taking the Town ; and fo all their 
hr{t-given Odds : are : caſily ſecur'd, and 


yet the people brought into a vein of 


Betting againlt the Siege of the Town 
too. Then they, order all che Odds 
to be Taken as long as they will run, 
while they themſelves openly give 
Odds , and fi 19n Polities, and often- 
times tale their own Money , till they 
have receiv'd perhaps dots. what 


they at firſt laid. Then they turnthe 


Scale at once, and cry downthe'Town, 


and lay thar it {hall be taken, till the 


length of the frſk Odds is fully run; 
| and by this Manage, if the Town be 


taken theywin perhaps Two or Three 


Thouſan \ Pounds, and if it be nor 
CY are NO Loſers neither. 
Tis viſible y experience, not: one 


Town 1n ten is\befteg'd, bur 'tis taken. 


The Art of War is fo 1MPprovV 'd, and 


our Generals are ſo wary, that an Ar- 
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my | SEE attempts a Siege but ws 


they are almoſt ſure to go on with it ; 


and no Town can hold ane, if 4 Re: 


 lief cannot be had from Soad: 


Now if I can by firſt laying 500, 
70 200 |. with A, that the Town ſhall 
not be taken, while ; in B to lay me 
50001. to 2000 |. of thefame; and 
after that , by bring! ing wa the 
Vogue of the Siege, AW. the Wagers 
to Ev en-hand , and lay 2000 [. with 


C that the Fows {hall not be taken : > 


” this Method, t1s prong 


If the Town be not Faker F whit 
2200 |. and lofe 2000 !. 


| the Town be Taken, Iwin 5608 6 


and loſe 2500 /. 


This Is Gaming by Rule, an i Tel 
{ach a Knot ':15 impollible ro loſe; for 


if jt 15 1n any Man's or Company of 


Mens aj er, - o any Arrifice to alter 


MN. the 


78 AnFEſy 


bo the Odds, 'tis in their POWEr oO COM® | 


mand the Money out of every man's 
Pocket, who has no more Wit than 


to venture. 


OF 'rFoso L S. 
F all Pertons WP! are Objects of 


() our Charity , none move my 
Compaſſion, like thoſe whom tu 
has pleas'd God to leave in a full ſtate 
of Health and Strength, bur depriv'd 
of Reaſon to act for thembives. And 
1t is, in my opinion, one of the great- 
eſt Scandals upon the Wnder/tanding 
of others, to mock at thoſe who wanr 
it. Upon this account I think the Ho- 
ſpital we call Bedlam, to be a Noble 
Foundation ; a vilible Inſtance of the 
{enſe our Ariteftors had of- the greateſt 


pnnppinchs which can befal Human 
Kind : 


vt 


Ns 


a 
73 


pal Projeffs.. 199 


Kind':';Since an he Soul in Man di- 
ſtinguiſhes him from a Brate, ſo where 
the Soul 1 is dead ( for fo it jsas to at- 


ing) no Brute ſo much a Beaſt as a 
Man. ' Bur fince never to have it ;' and 
to have lot ic, are {ynonimous | its the 
Effect, I wonder how it came to pals, 


thar in the Settlemenr of that Hoſpital 


they made no Proviſion for Perfons 
born without the uſe of their Reaſon, 


{uch as we call Fools, or, more pro- 
perly, Naturals. 

 Weuſeſuchin England wich thelaſt 
Conrempr , wiath tai: ſtrange 
Error, ſince tho' _y are uſeleſs co the 
Commutwealdh) they are only fo by 
God's direct Providence, and no pre- 


vious Fault. 
1 think *trwould very well become 


this Wite Age to take care of {uch: 
And perhaps they. Are 1 particular | 


Rent-Charge on the Great Family of 


Mankmd 5 Jeft by the Maker of us all; 


N Z like 


wo | Rt £ſſay 


like a Younger Brother, who tho' the 
Eſtace be given from kin. yet his Fa- 
ther expected the Heir ſhould take 
| ſome care of him. 

It I were to be askd, Who ought 
in particular to be chargd with this 
Work? I would anſwer in general, 
Thoſe who have a Portion of Under- 
ſtanding extraordinary : Not thar I 
would lay a "Tax upon any mans 
Brains, or diſcourage Wit, by appomt- 
Me Wiſe Men to maintain ft the Bur 
ok Tribute is due to God's Good- 
nels for beltowing extraordinary Gitts: 

nd who can it be better paid to, 

than ſuch as ſuffer for want of the ſame 
Bounty ? | 
For the providing therefore ſome 
Subſiſtence tor {uch, ry” © Natural De- 
teets may not be expos'd): . 
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upon Projefs., 181 
It 1s Propos d, 


Thats Fool-Houſe be Erected \cither 
by Publick Authority, or by the City, 
or by an A& of Parliament; into 
which, all that are Naturals, or born 
Fools, without Reſpect or Diſtin&ibn, 
ſhould be admitted and maintain d. 

For the Maintenance of this, a ſmall 
ſtated Contribution, ſettl'd by the Au- 
thority of an At af Parliament, with- 
out any Damage to the Petons pay- 
ing the fame, might be very cahily 
raisd, by a Tas upon Learning, to 

be paid by the Authors of Books. 


Ey er y Book that ſhall be Shed 
inFolio, from 4o ſheets and\\ 7 
ubthirds, to pay at the Licenſmg, i 

( for the whole Impreſſion. ) 
Hnder 40 ſheets, _ © 
Every Quarto, a 
; N 3 _ Etery 


# 
P - 
P . - s P . 5 
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Eve; ” Ocavo of 10 ſheets and}, _ 


£ $, 
"4 O86 under i O ſects S  þ. 
: f I © Fo 


__andevery Bound Book in 12 
Every ſtitch d Pampblet, Tc 
E oranges pres the fame Rates. | 


This Tix to be paid intothe Cham- 
ber of London for the ſpace of T'wen- 
ty Years, would without queſtion 
raiſe a Fund ſufficient ro Build and 
- Purchaſe a Settlemenc for this Houle. 
L-1 ſuppoſe this little Tax being to be 
| raisd at fo few places as the Princir ng-. 
+ or the _— Books, dad 
conſequently th e Charge but very 
mal in gathering, might bring 1n a- 
bout 1 500 l. per Ainum, for the rerm 
of T'weaty Years Se B's would per- 
form the W /ork 70 > the degrec follow- 
ing - FO 
"The Houlc houl rel Ss Piain and 


Decent, (for | [ don: think the Offtenta- 
| 7 yon 
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upon Projedts. 1923 


tion of Builcings necefiary or ſuitable 
to Works of Chari: y ); and be built 


{omewher: out of Town, forthe [ ake 
of the Aur. 

The Building to coit about 1000. 
or if the Revenue exceed, to coſt 
2000 |. at molt, and the Salaries mean 


1n Proper ton. 


an the Houſe, 

A Steward , ———- 30 l per Ann: 
A Parveyor, — —— —- 20 
A Gook, - — —— — 
A Butler, — a—_ 0 
Six Women to _ the Cook, and } 

clean the Houle, 4 1. each, —— 
Six Nurſes ro Tend the People ? IT : 

3 L. cach, f — F 
A Chaplain, = _— — 


tt. 


152 
A Pandred Alms-Pcople, at 81.) 
per Ann, PIR, EXC — MO 


AkCc 


_— 


> 800 ? 


952 I. per Ann. 
The Table for the Officers. and 
Contingences , and Cloaths for 
the Alms-People, and Firing, 
put together, —— 
An Auditor of tc Accounts, a Committce of the 
Governors, and Twae Clerks. 


N4 _ Here 


> 500, ,; per Ann. 
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184. An Eſſay 


Here I ſuppoſe 1500 Pounds 
per Ann. Revenue, to be ſerrl'd upon 
the Houle, lhidh * US very probable 
might be rad 'd from the Tax afore- 
ſaid. But fince an A& of Parliament 
ni neceſfary to be had for the Colledting 

this Dury , and that Taxes for keeping 
of Fools would be diffcultly obtaind, 
while they are ſo much wanted for 
W iſe Men; I would propoſe to raile 
- the Money by ' voluntary Charity , 
which wou'd bea Work would 's ai 
more Honour to the Undertakers, chan 
Feaſts and great Shows , ek our 
Publick Bodies too res dU:mini{h 
their Stocks with. 

Bur to pals all fuppoſicious ways, 

which are eaſily thought of, but hard- 
ly procur ; [ propolc oO maintain 
Fools out of our own Folly : And 
Whereas a. great deal of Money has 
been thrown about in Lotteries, t 
following Propoſal would very. <loly 


perfect 0 our W ork. "oF Cha- 
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_ upon Projefts, 185 
A Charity-Loteery. 
That a Lottery be fer up by the 


Authority of the Lord-Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, for a Hundred 


\ thouſand Tickets, at Twenty Shillings 


each, to be des by the known Way 
and Media of drawing Lotteries, as 
the Million-Lorttery was drawn ; Tk 
which no Allowance to be made ro 
any body; bur che Fortunate to re- 
ceive: the full Sum of One hundred 
thouland Pounds put mm. withour 
Diſcount; and yet this double Advan- 
tage to follow : - 87 
(1.) Thar an' immediate Sum of 
_ Khndred thouſand Pounds ſhall. 


by raisd and paid into the. * Exchou 


for rhe Publick Uſe. 


2.) A Sum of above Tw enty 
OGba P _ be gaind, to be pur 


ito the hands oh f known Truſtees, to 


be 


186 An Efioy'\ y 
be laid out in a Charity fot the Main- 
renance of the Poor. 


 Fhar as ſoon as the Money {hall be 


come 1n, 1t{hall be paid into the Ex- 


chequer, ler on lome g00d Fund, it 


any ſuitable, or on the Credir of B x- 

chequer ; WE tha: when dhe Look 
tery 1s drawn, the Fortunate to TTY 
 Tallies or Bills from the Exchequer tor 
_ their Money , payable at Four Ycirs, 
The Exchequer receives this Money; 
and g1yes out allies according to the 
Prizes when tis drawn, all pay ble at 
Four Veark|: and the [ciroreſt of this 


Money tor EA Years is {truck in Tal- 


lies proportiond to the time, and gi- 
ven to the Triiſtces ; which 1s the Pro- 
fit ] propoie for be Work. 

Thus the TL ortunare have an imme- 
diate TI'itle to their Prizes, at Four 
Years, witnout Intereſt ; and the Ho- 
ipitcal will have allo - immediate 


Title ro 6060 /. per Am. for Four 
Years, 


= 


4 


apon Projefts. 1 ty 


Years, which; Is the Interet t at 6 per 


_ Cent. per Ann. 


If any ſhould object againſt the 
Time of {taying for their Prizes, it 


ſhould be ani{wer d thus, That who 


ever did not like to {tay ho Time for 
the Money , Upon diſcounting Four 
Years Intereſt ar 8 per Cent. ſhould have 
their Money down. 

I chink this Specimen wall nfl 


any body what might be done by Lot- 


teries, were they not hackney d abour 
1 Pelrate Hands, who by Fraud and 
{1 Management put them out of Re- 
pute, ace fo neither gain themlelves, 


nor ſutter any uſeful handſome Deſign 


0 {uccee d. 


_ 'T would be needleſs, I ſuppoſe, to 
mention, That i{uch a Propoſal as this 
ought to be ſer on foot by Publick 
Approbarion, and by Men of known 
Integrity and ſtares, that there may 
be no room left ior a ſuſpicion of 


private advantage. = 


183 PR Eſſay 


& 


If this or any equivalent Propoſal 
ſucceeded to raiſe the Money, I would 
have the Houſe eſtabliſh'd as aforeſaid, 
with larger or ſmaller Revenues,, as 
_ neceſſity obligd ; then the Perſons to 
be receiv'd ſhould be wwhourt diltinRi- 
on or reſpect, bur principally ſuch as 
were really br and Friendleſs ; and 


| any that were kept already by any Pa- 


r:{h-Colletion, the ſaid Pariſh ſhould 
allow Forty Shillings Yearly towards 


their Maintenance ; which no Pariſh 


would refuſe that ſubſlilted chem whol- 


ly before. 


I make no queſtion hs char if. "4 
an Hoſpital was erected within a Mile 


or two of the City, one great Circum- 


ſtance would happen, (iz) That the 
common lort of people, who are Ve- | 
ry much addicted ro rambling in the 


Fields, would make this Houle the 


cuſtomary Walk, to divert themlelves 
w 1 the Objec to be ſeen there, and 


tO 


p I: La: 
NSN db ns RR PO = *; 4: 
PE Pear We wes ada att AST Ret 5 
bo: y N 
_ NOR 


8 


Neto 2 
25 


Cre oF . OG 


2 
"IL 
x. 
v7 
ft 
LT» 
WT Os 
oe 
” 
gd? 
= 
r; a, 
OSA 
Ae 
, bo > 
3 
x 
= 
«x v* 4 
5 RY, 
: 
ST. ey 
oohr%g 
8 
58. 
<. 
Bet 
\Rge 
I. 
"8% 
7, 
AW 
be 2 
Wy 
58 
by 
Re ts 
PLS, 4A Gol 
EEE 
2hP) 
OTIS 
VIPS 4 
Foo” 
a 
Ir 
"$-:> Y 
COAL 
5 61 
Hh 
ben 
L2n'y.9 
U 
Ss 
= - 7 
* 


upon Projects, _ 189 
to make what they call Sport with the 
Calamity of others; as is now ſhame- 


fully allow'd in Mollow 


To prevent this, and that the con- 


Jinion of ſuch, Whick deſerves Pity, 
not Contempt , mighr not be the 


more expos d by this Charity, it ſhould 
be order'd, "That the Steward of the. 


Houſe be in Commiſion of the Peace 


within the Precincts of the Houſe only, 


and authorizd ro puniſh by lin 


Fines, or otherwiſe , any perſon char 


{hall offer any Abals tothe poor Alms- 


people, or ſhall offer ro make Sport 


at their Condition. 


It any perſon at Reading of this; 
ſhoud be ſo impertinent as to as 


To what purpoſe [ wou'd appoint a 


Chaplain in an Hoſpital of Fools? 


could anſwer him very well, by ſay- 


ing, For the uſe of the ochier Perſons, 
Othcers and Artendants | in the Houle, 


Bur 


190 An Eſſay 
But beſides that, Pray, Why not" 4 
Chaplain for Fools, as wel as for C 
Knaves, {ince both, tho' in a different | 
manner, are uncapable of reaping any | 
benefit by Religion , unleſs by ſome 
invitible Influence they are made do- 
cible: and ſince the ſame Secret Power 
can reſtore theſe to their Reaſon , as 
muſt make the other Senſible : ; Pray, 
Why nor A Chaplain ? ideves irideed 
were denied the Communion in the 
Primitive Churches , but I never read 
they were not to be prayd for, or 
were not admitted to hear. 
_ If we allow any Religion, and a 
Divine Supreme Power , whoſe In- 
fluence works inviſtbly a the hearts 
of men { as he muſt be wor ſe than” the 
people we talk of , who denies it ), we 
mult allow ar. the ſame ume, that 
Power can reſtore the Reaſoning-Fa- 
culry to.an Ideot ; and tis our part to 


uſe the proper means of {upplicating 
Heaven 


be 


. upon Projetts. _ 191 
Heaven to that end, leaving the diſpo- 
ling-part to the Iflue of unalterable 


Providence. 


. The Wiſdom of Providence has 
not left us without Examples of ſome 
of the moſt {tupid Natural Ideots in 
the world, who have been reſtor'd to 
their Reaſon, or as one would think, 
had Reaſon infus'd after along Life of 
Ideotiſm ; Perhaps, among other wiſe 
ends, to confure that fordid Suppoliti- 
on, That Ideots have no Souls. 


— ——  —— —— ——— — — — © WI — — 


_— CNOPIEALEE "" my aIaTIE, 2 — 


Of BANKRUPT S. 


FT His Chapter has ſome Right to 


ſtand next to that of Fools; 


for beſides the common acceptation 


of late , which makes every Unfortu- 
nate Man . a: Fool, I think no man fo 
much made-a Fool of as a Bankrupt. 


If 


92 An Eſſay 

If I may be allow'd ſo much 11- 
berty with our Laws, which are gene- 
rally good, and abby e all things arc 
temper d with Mercy , Leniry , , and 
F "emi This has ſomething in it of 

Barbarity ; ; It gives a loole to the Ma- 
lice and Revenge of the Creditor, as 
well as a Power to right himſelf, WW kile E 
ic leave Cs the Debtor no way to {how 
himſelf honeſt : It contrives all the 
ways poſlible to drive the Debtor to 
| deſpair ! and encourages no new In- 
dultry, ,, for 1t makes him pertetly un- 
3 -apable of any thing bur ſtarving. 
- This Law, eſpecially as |it is 
Now requenrly executed , rends 
wholly to the DefieuRtian' of the. 
Debtor, and yet very little to the Ad- 
vantage of the Creditor. 

CC! } The Severities to the Debrot 
arc unreaſonable, arid; it I may fo 
ſay, a little darn) £ for it not only 


ftrips him of > JL in a Moment, but 
renders 
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193 
renders him for ever incapable of help- 

INg himſelf, or relieving his Family by 
turture Induſtry. If he leapes from Pri- 
ſon, which is hardly done too, if he 
has noching lefr, he muſt ſbarve ; Or 
live on Charity ; it he goes to work, 

no man dare pay him his Wages, bite 
he {hall pay 1c again to the Creditors 
if he has any private Stock left for a 
Subſiſtence, he can put it no where z 
every man is bound to be a Thief, and 


rake it from him : It he truſts ic in 
the hands of a Friend, he mult receive 


it again as a great Courteſy, for that 
Friend 1s liable ro account for it; | 
have known a poor man proſecuted 


by-a Statute to that degree, thar all he 


had left was a little Money, which he 
knew not where to hide ; ar laſt, that 
he might nor ſtarve, he oves it to his 
Brother , who had entertain'd him : 
the Brocker, afer he had his Money, 


quarrels with him to get him out. of 
© - his 


i — 


94 An Efay 
his Houſe ; and when he defires him 
' to ler "(FL have the Money lent him, 
gives him this for Anſwer, I cannot pay 
you fafely, for there is a Statute azainſt 
- you; which run the poor man to ſuch 
Extremities, that he deſtroy'd himlelt. 
Nothing is more frequent , than for 
men who are reduc'd by Miſcarriage 
in Trade, to Compound and Set up 
again, ard get good Fftares ; but a 
Statute, as we lf ; ir, for ever ſhuts up 
all ddors {6 the Debtor's Recovery; as 
if Breaking were a Crime ſo Capital, 
| that he ought to be caft out of Hu- 
man Society, and expos'd.to Extremi- | 
ries worſe than Death. And, which | 
_ will further expoſe the fruitleſs Severity : 
- of this Law, 'tis ealy to make it ap- 
vear , Thar all this Cruelty to the 
Debior is ſo far ( generally- ſpeaking ) 
from adyantaging the Creditors, that 
Tis deftre oYs. the Eſtate, chilfuinies it 111 


extray agant nc Charges , and unleſs the | 
ICT | Debtor 
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upon Projeds. 198 


Debtor be conſenting, ſeldom makes 
any conliderable Dividends. And I 
am bold to ſfay, There is no Advani 
cage made by, the proſecuting of 2 
Statute with Severity, but wnat might 


| be doubly made by Methods more 


merciful.. And tho'I am nor to me 
ſcribe 1 ro the Legitlators of che Nato 
yer by way of Eflay [ take leave _ 


give my Opmion and my Experience 


in the Methods, Conſequences, and 
Remedies of this Law. 

All people know , who remenitl 
any thing of the Tinkias when that Law 


was made, that the Evil it was point- 


ed at, was grown very rank and Break- 


| ing to defraud diners {o much 2 


Trade, that the Partiament had good 
Fe? ih ro ſet up a Fury to deal with it; 
and I am far from refleting on hs 
Makers of that Law, who, no queſti- 


on, ſaw 'twas neceſſary At a time 2? 


Bur as Laws, tho' in chemlelves good, 
i. Oo 2 are 


196 An Eſſay 

are more or leſs ſo, as they are more 
or leſs ſeaſonable, quat'd, and adaprt- 
ed to the nance and Time of 
the Evil they are made againft ; fo 
twere worth while ('with Submiſſion ) 
for the ſame Authority to examine : 

- (1.) Whether the Length of Time 
G Ince that Act was made, has not gi- 


ven hi Sahara ro Debrors, 
. To evade the Force of the Act 


pil Ways and Shifts to avoid the 
Power of it, and ſecure their F- 
ſtates out of the reach of it ? 

2. To turn the Point of it againſt 
thole whom ic was made to re- 
lieve? Since we lee frequently now, 
that Bankrupts deſire Statutes, = 
Frooyre them to be taken out a- 
oainſt themſelves. 

(2.) Whether the Extremities of 
this Law are not often carried on be- 
yond the true Intent and Meaning of 


che Act it ſelf, by Perſons, who be- 
he = des 
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upon Projets. 197 
_ fides being Creditors, are alſo Malici- 
ous, and gratify their private Revenge, 
by prolecuting the Offender, to the 
| Ruin of his Family. 

Tf theſe T'wo Pointsare to be prov'd, 
then I am ſure 'twill follow, That this 
Act is now a Publick Grievance to 
the Nation; and I doubt not but will 
be one time or other repeal d by the 
ſame Wiſe Authority which made it. 

(1.) Time and Experience has fur- 
niſh'd the Debtors with Ways and 
Means to evade the Force of this Sta- 
rute, . and to ſecure their Eſtate againſt 
the reach of it; which renders it often 
inſignificant, and conſequently , the 
Knave, againſt whom the Law was 
particularly bent , gets off ; while he 
only who fails of mere Neceſſity, and 
whoſe honeſt Principle will not permit 
him to practice thoſe Methods , is ex- 
pos'd to the Fury of this Act: And as 
things are now orderd, nothing is. 

. men 
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- more ealy, than for a man to order 
his Eſtate ſo, that a Statute ſhall have 
No power over it, or at leaſt bur : a 
little. 

If the 17" "9 be a Merchant, no 
Starute can reach his Effects bey ond | 
the Seas; ſo that he has nothing to ſe- 
cure Tor his Books, and away he goes 
into the Friars. 1f bl Shopkeeper, he 
has more difficulty ; bur that 15 made 

2 eaſy, for there are Men (and Carts) to 

be had, whoſe Trade it is, and who 
 1n One Night {hall remove the greateſt 
Warehouſe of Goods, or Cellar of 
- Wines in the Town, aa carry them 
off into thoſe Nurlcrics of Rogues, 
the Mint and Friars; and our Confta: 
bles and Watch, who are the allow'd- 
-Ma oiſtrates of the Night, and who | 
Nall ſtop a poor little furking Thief, 
that it may be has ſtole a Radic Tal 
old Cloaths, worth 5 5s. ſhall let them 


all og withour any diſturbance, and 
ſee 
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cheir Eſtates before their faces, to the 
Eternal Intanny of the Tillice of the 
Nation. 


And were a man bur to hens as 
Diſcourſe among the Inhabitants of _ 


thoſe Dens of Thieves , when they 


firſt ſwarm about a Now Comer, to 


comfort him; for they are De all 


hardend to a like degree At ONCE, -=--- 


Well, fays the firſt, Come, don't be con- 
nd  Jou have got a good Parcel of 
Goods away, 1 promiſe Jou ; you need not 


palue all the World. Ah! woud T had 


done fo, ſays another, T1'de a laugh 'd at 


all my Creditors. Ay , ſays the young 
Proficient in the harden'd Trade, but 
my Creditors | Damn the Creditors, ſaysa 


Third, Why, there's ſuch a one and ſuch 
a one, thei have Creditors too, and they 


201 t agree with them, and here they live 


like Gentlemen , and care not a farthing 


for them. Offer your Creditors Half a 
O 4 Crown 


eds. 199. 
ſee 2 hundred honeſt men robb'd of 


OOO OY OOUDDYIOSY YT UMM YT ET 


200 An Eſjay 

Crown im the Pound, and pay it them in 
Old Debts, and if they won't take it , let 
them alone, they ll come after you, never 
fear it, 0! But d Statute, lays he a- 
gain. O! But, the Devil , cries the 
Minter. Why, 'tis the a wr ive 
by , ſay they : Why , if twere not for 
Statutes, Creditors would comply , and 
Debtors wou d compound, and We Honeſt 
Fellows here of the Mint wou d be ftary d. 
Prithee , What need you care for a Stae 
tute* A Thouſand Statutes can't reach 
you here. This is the Language of the 


 Countrey , and the New Comer ſoon 


learns to ſpeak it; (for I think I may 
ſay , without wronging any man , I 
have known many a man go in a- 
mong them Honelt, that is, "without 


Hl Defign, bur 1 never knew one come. 


away lo again. ) -----Then comes a 
 Graver Sort among this Black Crew, 


( for here, as in Hell , are Fiends F? 


Degrees, Lad different Magnitude ) , 


and 
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and he falls into Diſcourſe with the 
New Comer, and gives him more fſo- 
lid Advice. Look, you, Sir, I am con- 
cern'd to ſee you melancholly, T am m your 
Circumſtance too , and if youll accept of 
it, Ile give you the beſt Advice T can ; 


| and fo begins the Grave Diſcourſe. 


The man is in too much trouble, _ 
not to want Counſel, ſo he thanks - 
him, and he goes on : Send a Summons 
fo your Creditors, and offer them what you 
can propoſe im the Pound ( always reler- 


' ving a good Stock to begin the World 


again ), which if they will take, you are 
a Freeman, and better than you were be- 


fore; if they won't take it, you know the 


worſt of it, you are on the better ſide of 
the hedge with them : Tf they will not take 
it, but will proceed to a Statute, you have 
nothing to do, but to oppoſe Force with 
Force ; for the Laws of Nature tell you , 


you muſt not ſtarve ; and a Statute is ſo 


bar- 
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barbarous, ſo unjuſt , fo malicious a way 
of procteding avamſt a man, that T do wot 
think any Debtor obligd to conſider any 


thing but his own Preſervation, when once 


they 20 on with that. ---=-For why, lays 
the old Rudi'd Wretch , ſhould the 


Creditors ſpend your Eſtate in the Come . 
miſſion, and then demand the Debt of you 
too * Do you owe any thing to the Commuſ- 
fon of the Statute ? ( No, ſays he) ; 
Why then, ſays he, T warrant their Charges 

will come to 200 |. out of your Eſtate, 
. and they muſt have 10s. a day for ſtar- 
' mg you and your Family. IT cannot ſee 
why any man ſhould think, I am bound in 
Conſcience to pay the Extravagance of other 
men. If my Creditors ſpend 5o00l. mgettmg 
mm my Eſtate by a Statute, which 1 offer d fo . 

furpender without it , F le reckon that 
500 |. paid them, let them take it amons 
them ; for Equity is due to a Bankrupt t 
as well as to any man ; and if the = 
da not 2ive it us, we muſt take it. 


This 
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This is too rational Diſcourſe nor to 
pleaſe him, and he proceeds by this 
Advice: the Creditors cannot agree , 
but rhe our a Statute ; and the man 
that offer'd ar firſt, it may be, 10 5s. in 
the Pound, 1s kept in that backed place 
till he has ſpenc it all, and can offer 
nothing, and then vets away beyond 
Sea, Or after a long Conſumption gets 
off. by an A& of Relief ro poor 
Debtors, and all the Charges of the 
| Statute falls among the Creditors. 
Thus I knew a Starute taken out a- 
oainſt a Shopkeeper in the Countrey, 
and; a conſiderable Parcel of Goods too 
ſeizd, and yet the Creditors, whar 
with Charges, and two or ices Suits 
at Law, loft their whole Debts, and 
| $ 5. per Pound Contribution-Money 
| for Charges; and the poor Debtor, 
| like a man onde the rm hand, 
died | in "Thi Opm_—_ 


(2.) Ano- 
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(2.) Another Evil that Time and 
Experience has brought to light from 
this Ac, 1s, when che Debtor himſelf 
{hall are with ſome particular 
Creditor to take out a Statute; and 
this is a Maſter-piece of Plot and In- 
triegue: For perhaps ſome Creditor ho- 
neſtly receiv'd in the way of Trade a 
large Sum of Money of the Debtor 
for Goods lold him when he was /u: 
qurisz and he by conſent ſhall own 
himſelf a Bankrupt before that time, | 
and the Statute ſhall reach back to 
bring in an Honeſt Man's Eſtate, to 
help pay a Rogues Debr. Or a man 
{hall go and tow a Sum of Money 
upon a Parcel ot-Goods, and lay them 
to Pledge ; .he keeps the Money, and 
the Statute {hall fetch away the Goods 
ro help torward the Compoſition. 
Theſe are "Tricks I can give too good 
\. an account of, having more than once 
lufter 'd by the Experiment. I could 
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give a Scheme of more ways ,' but I 
think 'tis needleſs to prove the Necel- 
ſity of laying aſide that Law, which 
1s pernicious to both Debtor and Cre- 
ditor, and chiefly hurtful ro the Honelt 
Man who it was made to preſerve. 
The next Enquiry 1s, Whether the 
Extremities of this Law are not often 
carried on beyond the true Intent and 


| Meaning of the Act it felt, for Mali- 


cious and Private Ends, to gratity 
Paſſion and Revenge? 

I remember the Anſwer a Perſon 
oave me, who had taken our Statutes 
againſt ſeveral Perſons , and ſome his 
near Relations, who had fail'd in his 
Debt ; and when I was one time di{- 
ſuading him from proſecuting a man 
who ow d me Money as well as him, 
I usd this Argument with him ; Jon 
know the man has nothins left to pay. 
That's true , lays he, T know that well 
enough, 'To what purpoſe then , ſaid I, 


will 
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will you proſecute him ? Why, Revenge 
is ſweet, {aid he. ----Now a man that 


will proſecute a Debtor , not as a 


Debtor, but by way of Revenge, fuch 
a man 1s, I think, not intentionally 
within he benefit i our Law: 
In order to ſtate the Caſe righe, 
there are four Sorts of People to be 
conf{ider'd in this Dilcourſle ; and the 


"true Caſe is how to diſtinguiſh them. 


( 


41 There is the Honeſt Debtor, 
who fails by viſible Neceſlity, Loffes; 


Sickne(s , Decay of Trade, or he 
| like: 


(+ The Knaviſh, Deſig ioning, or 


Idle, Extravagant Debtor who fails 


Moth either he has run out his Eſtate 
in Excefles, or on purpoſe ro cheat 


and abule bs Creditors. 


(3.) There 1s the moderate Credi- 


tor , who ſeeks but his own , but 
will omit no lawful Means to gain 
C, 


ES 9g, 
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it, and" yet will hear reaſonable and 
juſt Arguments and Propoſals. 

(4.) There is the Rigorous Severe 
Creditor, that values not whether the 
Debtor be Honeſt Man or Kanave , 
Able, or Unable; bur will have his 
Debt, whether it be to be had or no; 
without Mercy, without Compaſiton, 
full of Ill Language, Paſſion , and 
Revenge. 


How to make a Law to ſuit to all 
theſe , is the Caſe: That a neceſſary 
Favour might be fhown to the firſt , 
in Pity and Compaſſion to the Untor- 
runate, in Commileration of Caſual- 
ty and Poverty, which no man is ex- 
empt from the danger of. That a due 
Rigor and Reſtraint be laid upon the 
ſecond, that Villany and Knavery 
might not be encourag'd by a Law. 
That a due Care be taken of the third , 
that mens Eftates may , as far as can 


be, 
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be, ſecur'd to them. And due Limits 
fe to the laſt, that no man may have. 


an unlimited Power over his Fellow- 


Subjects, to the Ruin of both Life and 
Eſtate. 


All which I humbly Conceive migthe - 
be brought to pals by the following 
Method: co which I give the Title of 


A Court of FASEER 


This Court ſhould conſiſt of a ſe- 


. Number of Perſons, to be choſen 
Yearly out of the ſeveral Wards of 


che - City , by the Lord-Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen ; and our of the 
ſeveral Inns of Court; by the Lord 
Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, for the 


time being, and to conilt of, 


A Pre ident, 

me "of hy} or y "_—_ by the m 
| | | f ) 11) Pp ſ A aq 0, 
A Treaſurer, nd nam d every year Il 


A Judge 


- 
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A Fudge of Cauſes for the Proof of 


Debts. p A 


Fifty two Citizens, ont of every Ward 
two ; of which number to be Twelve Mer- 
chants. _” - 

Two Lawyers ( Bariſters at leaſt ) 
out of each of the Ins of Court. 


That 2a Commiſion of Enquiry 
into Bankrupts Eſtates be given to 
theſe, confirm'd and fertF'd by Act of 


Pajlianienc with Power to Hear, Try, 


and Dererenn Cauſes as to Proof of 
Debts, and Diſputes in Accounts be- 
tween Debtor and Creditor , without 
Appeal. 

The Office for this Court to be at 
Guildhall, where Clerks ſhou'd be al- 
ways arrending, and a Quorum of the 
Commiſitoners to fic de Die m Diem, 
from Three to Six a Clock in the Af: 


ternoon. 


: 
. 
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| To this Court every man who finds 
himſelf preſs'd by his Afﬀairs, fo that 
he cannot carry on his Buſinebs, ſhall 

apply himſelf as follows: 

He ſhall oo to the Secretary's of. 
fice, and = in his Name, with this 
Ghbire Petition : 


To the Honourable the Prefident and 

___ Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 

Court of Enquiries. The humble 

Perition of 4. B. of the Pariſh of 
in the 


Haberdafher. 


Sheweth, 


Hat your Petitroner bemg unable ts 

carry on his Buſmeſs , by reaſon 
of vreat Lofſes and Decay of Thane; and 
beins ready and willing to make a full and 
entire Diſcovery of his whole Eſtate , and 
to deliver up the ſame to your Honours up- 
072 Vath , as the Law direfs for the ſa- 
. | tisfa&h108 
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tisfaftion of his Creditors, and having to 


that purpoſe entred his Name into the 


Books of your Office on the of this 
Inſtant : 


Your Petitioner humbly prays the Pro: 


tection of this Honourable Court. 
And ſhall ever Pray, &<. 


| The Secrerary i istO lay "OY Petition 


before the Commiſſioners, who {hall 


fic Ign it of courle ; and = Petitioner 
fhall have an Officer ſent home with 


him immediately, who ſhall take Poſ- 
{eflion of his Houſe and Goods, | and 


an exa& Inventory of every thing 
therein {hall be taken art his Entrance 
by other Officers alſo, appointed by 


the Court; according to which Inven- 


fory che firſt Officer and. the Ta” 


rupt allo ſhall be accountable. 


 _ Fhis Officer ſhall ſuperſede « ever! 
the Sheriff in Poſſeſſion , excrprigs 
P z by 
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| by an Extent for the King; only with 


this Proviſion ; 

Thar if the 'Geriff be in Poſſeſſion 
by Warrant on Judgment, obtain'd 
by due Courle of Law, and withour 
Fraud or Deceit, a , bona fide, 1n 
Poſleſſion before the Debtor entred his 
Name in the Office, in ſuch cale the 
Plaintiff to have a double Dividend 

allotted to his Debr ; for it was the 
_ fault of the Debtor ol ler Execution 
come upon his Goods before he ſought 
tor Prote&tion ; but this not to be Al- 
low'd upon) udgment confels'd. _ 
Tf the Sheriff be in Poſſeſſion by 
 fiert facias for Debt immediately due 
co the King, the Officer however ſhall 
quit his Poſlefſion to the Commiſſion- 
ers, and they {hall fee the King's Debt 
fully ſatisfied, before any Divifion be 
made to the ko 
}: 1:3Þ-06 Officers in this caſe to he no | 
Fee from the , nor to uſe any | 
indecent | 


FT 7 
| 
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indecent or. uncivil Behaviour to the 
Family ( which is a moſt notorious 
Abuſe now permitted ro the Sheriffs 
Ofthcers ), whole Fees I have known, 


on ſmall Executions , on pretence of 
Civility, amount to as much as the 


Debr, and yer. behave themſelves with 


unſufferable Inſolence all the while. 


This Officer being in Poſleſſion, che 
Goods may be remov'd, or not re- 
mov d, the Shop ſhutup, or not {hut 
up, as "he Bankrupt upon his Rea- 


ſons given to the Commiſſioners may 


deſire. 


The Inventor y being a the Bank- 


rupt ſhall have Fourteen Days time, 
and more it defifd , upon ſhowing 


good Reaſons to ie Commiſſioners, 
to ſettle his Books, and draw up_ ths 
Accounts ; and thiert {hall deliver up 
all his Books rogether with a full and 
true A cho of his. whole Eſtate, 


Pp 3 Real 


IT4 


Real and Perſotial; © Which Accor 


he fhall make Oath, and afterwards 


to any. particular of Ir, the Com- 


miſſioners require. 


' After this Account | given in, the 
Commiſſioners ſhall have Power to 


examine upon Oath all his Servants, or 
any « other Perſon; and if it "400% 
that he has cald any thing, in 
breach of his Oath, to Puniſh him, as 
Is hereafter ſpecified. 1 

Upon: 2 fairand juſt Surrender of all 
his Eſtate and Effects, bona fide , ac- 
cording | to the true Thiterc and Mean- 
ing of the A&, the Commiſſioners (hall 


return to lm in Money, or ſuch of 


his Goods as he ſhall chule, 4t 2 value 

by a juſt Appraiſement, *5 1. per Cent. 

_ of all the Eſtate he ſurrender d-ro'him, 
together with 4 full and free Diſcharge 
from all his Creditors. © 


"The Remainder of the Eſtate of the 


Debtor ro be fairly and eq ally divided 


among 
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among the, Creditors, who are to ap 
| themlelves to the EA  wakalt 

Commitſſioners ro make a neceſſary 
Enquiry into the Nature and Circum- 
ſtances of the Debts demanded, that 
no pretended Debt be claim'd fob the 
private Account of the Debtor : In 
order to which Enquiry , they ſhall 
adminiſter the following Oath to, the 
Creditor, for the Proof of the Debr. 


'A.B. doſolemnly ſwear and atteff, 
That the Account hereto anner'd 
rs true and right, and every. 
ficte therein rightly and truly; ſtated 
and charg'd tn the Names of the Per- * 
ſons to whom they belong : And that 
there 1s no Perſon oz. Name. nam'd, 
conceal'd, ot: alter d in the ſaid Account 
by mie, oz by -.. Knowledge, Order, 
02 Conſent : And that the ſaid. 
does really and bona fide. owe 
_ and ffand indebted to me. foz my own 
 p2oper account, the full Sum of 
mentton'd tn the ſaid 

Account, and that foz a fair and juſt 
P 4 age 


Ualue mad? god to him, as by the fard 
' Account expreſs'd ; and alſo that J 
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Have not made 02 known of any Pzt- 
vate Contract, Pzomiſe, 02 Agzement 


between him the ſatd 


(02 any body fo2 htm) and me, 02 any 
Perſon whatlocver. 


$0 help me God. 


Upon this Oath, and no Circum- 


ſtances to render  # Perſon {uſpected, 


the Creditor {hall have an unqueſti- 


: on d Right to his Dividend, which 


{hall be made without the Delays and 


Charges that attend the Comm ſons 
of Bankrupts. For, 

(1.) The Goods of the Debtor Niall 
upon the firſt meeting of the Credi- 
rors, be either fold in Parcels, as they 
ſhall agree, or divided among them 
in due proportion to their Debts. 

(2.) Whar Debts are ſtanding our, 
the Debtors ſhall receive burhiibis's 


' from the Commiſſioners, to pay by a 


| certain 
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certain time limited ; and in the mean 
time the Secretary oY to tranſmit. Ac- 
counts to the Perſons owing it, ap- 


pointing them a reaſonable time| to. 


conſent or diſprove the Account. 
And every Six Months a juſt Divi- 
dend ſhall be made among i Credi- 
cors of the Money receiv d : And {o 
if the Effects lye abroad, Authentick 
Procurations ſhall be f 1nd by the 
Bankrupr to the Commiſſioners, who 


thereupon correſpond with the Perils 
abroad, in whoſe hands ſuch Effects 


' are, who! ace to remir'the ſame: 2a; thhe 
Commiſſioners order ; the Dividend 


to be made, as before, every Six 
Months, or ofiner, if che Cours ſee 
caule.. 

If any man ks old Bankrupe 
has ſo much favour by theſe Articles, 


that thoſe: who can diſpenſe with Pia 


Oath: have an opportunity ro chear 
cheir Creditors , and char hereby: coo 


much 


| 
Do 


* 
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much Encouragement i is given to men 


to turn Bankrupt ; let them conſider 
the Eaſineſs of the Diſcovery, the Dif- 
ficulty of a Concealment, and the Pe- 
lee on the Offender. 

(1.) I would have a Reward of ” 
per Cent. be provided to be paid to any 


: perſon who ſhould make diſcovery of 


_ any part of che Bankrupt s, Eſtate con- 
ceald by him; - which would make 
Diſcoveries eaſy and frequent. 

(2.) Any perſon who ſhould claim 

any Debt among the Creditors , for 


the account of the Bankrupt, or his 


Wife or Children , or with deſign t £0 


relieve them out be it, other or more | 
. than is, / bona fide, due to him.for Fe- | 


lue receiv'd and to be made out : 
any perſon who {hall receive in Taft 


or by Decd of Gift, any part of the. 
Goods or other Eſtate of the Bank- | 
rupt, with deſign to preſerve them tor | 
the uſe of the ſaid Bankrupt, or his | 
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Wife or Children, or with defi gn to 


conceal chem from the Creditors, ſhall 


forfeir for every ſuch A& 506. and 
have his Name publiſh d as a Chear, 
and a Perſon not fit to be credited by 
any man. This would make it very 
difficult for the Bankrupt t: to conceal 
any thing. 
(3.) The Bankrupt having given 
his Name, and put the Officer into 


Poſſeſſion, ſhall not remove out of 


the' Houſe any of his Books; but du- 
ring the Fourteen days rime which he 
ſhall have. to ſettle the Accounts , 


ſhall every night deliver the Books 1 " 


to the hands of the Officer; and the 
Commiſſioners ſhall have liberty, if 
they pleaſe, 'to-take' the Books the 


bell day, and cauſe Duplicates, to be 


made, and then to give them backto 


the Bankrupe « to ſettle the Accounts. 
(4) Har” {hall appear that the 


Bankrupt has given: in a falſe Account, 


has 
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| has conceald any part of his: Goods 
_ or Debts, in breach of his Oath, he 
ſhall be ſet in the Pillory at his own 
door, and be impriſon'd during Lite, 
without Bail. 122M 
_ (5:) To prevent the Bankrupt con- 
ccaling any Debts abroad, it ſhould 
be enacted, That the Name of the 
Bankrupt being entred at the Office, 
where every man might ſearch gratis, 
| thould be Publication enough ; and 
that after ſuch Entry,, no Diſcharge 
trom the Bankrupt ſhou'd be allowd 
in Account to any man, but whoever 
wou'd adventure to pay any Money 
'to the ſaid Bankrupt or. his Order, 
ſhou'd be ſtill Debtor to the Eſtate, 
_ and pay it again to the Commul- 
Aoners. 7 v- 
And whereas Wiſer +" 
mine mult be employ d ro compoſe 
this Law, if eycr it be made, they 
will have time to conſider of more 
1H! ways 


$7]. ons Hides 125 0g 
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ways to ſecure the Eſtate for the Cre= 
ditors, and, if poſſible, to tye the hands 
of che Bankrupt yet faſter. 
This Law, if ever ſuch a Happ! of5 
{hou'd ariſe to this Kingdom , would 
be a preſent Remedy for 4 multitude 
of Evils which now we feel, and 
which are a ſenſible detriment i he 
rade of this Nation. 


(1.) With ſubmiſſion , I queſtion 


not but it wou'd prevent ; oreat num- © 


ber of Bankruprs, which now fall by 

divers Cauſes: For, - 

It wou'd effectually remove all 

crafty deſtgn'd Breakings, by which 

Few Honeſt Men are ruin'd. An 

. Of courſe 'rwou'd prevent the 

"Fan of thoſe Tradeſmen who are 

- forcd to break by the Knavery of 
ans; * 

(2.) It wou'd effectually ſuppreſs all 

thoſe Sanctuaries and Retuages of 

Thieves, the Mint , Friars, Savoy , 


Rules, 
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Rules, and the like; and chat cheſe 


ewo ways; | 

| Honeſt Men wtrou'd have no 
need of it, here being a more Safe; 
Eaſy, and more Honourable Way t to 
get Out of Trouble: 


2, Knaves {hou d have no Protei- 


on from thoſe Places, and the Act be 
fortified againſt thoſe Places by the 
following Clauſes, which I have on 
purpoſe reſerv'd to pe Head: 

| Since the Proviſion this Court of 
” Enquiries makes for the eaſe and de- 
liverance of every Debtor who 1s ho- 
neſt, is fo conſiderable, 'tis molt cer- 
tain | that no man, bur he who has a 
deſig ign to Cheat his Creditors, will re- 
fuſe | to accept of the Favour; and 
therefore 1 it ſhou'd be Enacted, 
Thar if any man who is 4 Fradeſ: 
man or Merchant ſhall break or fail, 
hur up Shop, or leave off Trads; 
and #hall : not either pay or tecure ro 


his 
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his- Creditors| their full and whole 
Debts, Twenty Shillings 1 in the Pound, 
widows Abatement or Deduction; or 
ſhall. convey away their Books OE 
Goods, in order to bring rheir Credi- 
tors to any Compolition ; or {hall 
_ not apply to this Office as ; fore 
fhall be guilty of Felony, and upon 
Conviction of the fame , ſhall ſuffer 
as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. 
And if any fuch perſon ſhall take 
| SanEtuary either in the Mint, Friars, or 
other pretended Priviledge-Place , or 
ſhall convey thither any of their 
Goodsas aforefaid, to ſecurethem from 


their Creditors , upon Complaint there- 
of made to any of His Majeſty's J U- 


ſices of the Peace, they ſhall imme- 
diately grant Wagiants to the Conſta- 


ble, exc. to fearch for the faid Perſons 
and Goods , who {hall be aided and 


aſſiſted by the Train'd-Bands, if need 
' be, without any Charge to che Credi- 


tors, 
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tors, to ſearch. for and diſcovet the 
1aid [Perſons and Goods ; and who- 
ever, were aiding 1n the carrying in the 
ſaid | Goods, or whoever knowingly 
receiv d eb the Goods or the Perſon, 

ſhou'd be alſo guilty of Felony. 

1/0 or as the Indigent Debtor is 4 
branch of the Commonwealth, which 
deſerves its Care, ſo the will Bank- 
rupt is one of the worſt fort of Thieves. 
And it ſeems a little unequal, thar a 
poor Fellow, who for mere Want ſteals 
from his Neighbour ſome T rifle, ſhatl 
be ſent our of the Kingdom , and 
\ fometimes out of the World ; while 2 
fort of people who defye Talks! and 
violently refiſt the Law, fhall be ſuf- 
ter d to carty mens Efates away before 
their faces, and no Officers to be found 
who date execure the Law upon 
them. 

Any word be concern'd to 


hear with what Scandal and Reproach 
Fos 


ID 


Rf 
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Foreigners do ſpeak of the Impotence 
of our Conſtitution in this Point : 
Thar in a Civilizd Government , as 
ours is, the ſtrangeſt Contempt of 
Authority 1s ſhown , tnat can be 1n- 
ſtancd in the world. 


[ may_ be a little the warmer on 
this Head , on account that I have 
been a larger Sufferer by ſuch means 


than ordinary : But I appeal to all the 
world as to. the Equity of the Cale ; 


What the difference 1s between having 
my Houſe broken up in the Night to 
be robb'd, and a man coming in good 
Credit, and with a Proffter of Ready 
Money in the middle of the Day, 
and buying 500 l. of Goods, and car- 
ry them direaly from my Warchouſe 
intothe Mint, and the next day laughar 
me, and bid me defiance ; yet this I have _ 
ſcen done: Irhink 'is the juſteſt thing 
in the world, that the laſt ſhou'd be 

CF eſteem'd 
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eſteem'd the greater Thict, and de-- 
ſerves molt to Ge hang d. 

I have ſeen a Creditor come with: 
his Wiſe and Children , and beg of 
the Debtor only to let Hits have part 
of his own Goods again, which he 
had þ bought, knowing ao bh 1gning to 
break: I have feen him with Tears 
and Intreaties petition for his own, or 
but ſome of it, and be taunted and 
{wore at, and denied by a ſawcy in-. 
folent Bankrupt: That the poor man 
has been wholly ruin'd by the Cheat. 
Tis by the Villany of ſuch, many an 
Honeſt man is 1 "BY 0 Eamailies ttarv'd 
and/ſent a begging, afld yet no Puniſh- 
ment preſcrib d by our Laws for it. 


By the \ordaid Commiſſion of En- 
Juiry, all this might be moſt effeftual- 
ly prevented., an Honeſt , Indigent 
Tradeſman preſerv'd , Knavery de- 
rected , * and puniſh Mints , 


Friars, 
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Friars, and Privilege-Places ſup- 
prelsd , and without doubt a great 
number of Infolencies avoided and 
prevented : of which many more 
Particulars might be inſiſted upon, 
but I think theſe may be ſufficient to 
lead any body into the Thought; and 


for the Method, I leave it to he wile 


Heads of the Nation, who know bet- 


ter than I how to Ratethe Law to the 
Circumſtances of the Crime. 


Of ACADEMIES. 


theſe than in any part of the 
World, at leaſt where Learning 1s in 
lo my eſteem. But to make amends, 
the two great Seminaries we have, are 
withour compariſon the Greateſt, | 
wont ſay the Beſt in the World ; and 
© T8 Fi 


FE have in England fewer of 


# 
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\ his mu ch might be {aid here concern- 
ing] Univ erlities in genera], and Foreign 
Academies in particular, [ content my 
{elf | with noting that part in which we 
ſeem defe&tive. The French, who juſt- 
ly value themſelves upon erecting the 
moſt Celebrated Academy of Europe, 
owe the Luſtre of ir very much to 
che great Encouragement the Kings of 
France have given to it. And one of the 
Members making A Speech. at his En- 
trance, tells S YOU, That "tis not the leaſt 
of the Glories 4 their Invincible Monarch, 
to have envroſs d all the Learning of the 
Wor ld i im that Sublime Body. 

The peculiar Study oft the Academy | 
of Pari is, has been to Rehne and Cor- 
rect Ieir own Language ; which they 
| have done to that happy degree, that 
we ſee it now ſpoken 1n all the Courts 
of Chriſtendom , as the Language al- 
low d tO be moſt univerſal. 


Thad: 


I EE 
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T had the Honour once to be a 
Member of a ſmall Society, who 
leem'd to offer at this Noble Deſign 
in England. Burt the Greatnels of The 
Work, and the Modeſty of the Gen- 
tlemen concern d, prevaild with them 
to deliſt an Enterprize which appeard 
too great for Private Hands to un- 
derrake. We want indeed a Richlieu 


to commence ſuch a Work : Forl am 


perſuaded, were there ſuch a Genius 11 
Our Kingdom . to lead the way, there 
wou d not want Capacities who coud 
Ny on the Work to a Glory © ro 
21] that has gone before them. The 
Enelifh Tongue i is 4 Subject not at all 
tels worthy the Labour of ſuch a So- 


L ciety than the French, and capable of 


a much greater Perſetion; The 
Learned among the French will own, 
| | That the Comprehenfveneſs of ES 
| preſſion is a Glory in which the Eng- 
{4 Tongue not only Equals bur Ex- 
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mont 
Authe 
my ; 
ro þb 
caule 


did, 


Line 


* For 


WE 5 » Eſl _—_— 
ics Neighbours; Rapin, St. Evre- 


, and the moſt Eminent French 
ors have acknowledg'd it : And 
Lord Roſcommon , who | is allow d 
Je a good Judge of Fng! ſh, be- 
he wrote 1t as exactly as any ever 
expreſies what I mean, in  thele 
Sd 5 


who did ever in French Authors 4 


*©'T he Comprehenſive Engliſh Energy * 
© TheweightyBullion ofo oneSceriin gLine, 


DE 


ain to French Wire wo d thr ough 


whole Pages fre. 


q9 


* us} 


| *the 


nnd lf if our Neighbours will yield 
25S their greateſt Critick has done, 
Preference for Sublimiry and No- 


ON bleneſs of Ste, we will willingly quit 


*< all 


Pretenſions to their Inf onificant 


» * Gaiety. 


= 
—— 


1 I great pity PAD a Subject fo No- 
e ſhou'd not have ſome as Noble ro 
® 
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attempt it : And for a Method, what 
greater can be ſet before us, than the 


Academy of Paris? Which, to give 


the French their due, ſtands foremoſt 


among all the Grear Atcempts in the 


Learned Part of che World. 


The preſent King of England, of 


whom we have ſeen the whole World 


-1:21ns Panegyricks and Encommms,and 


_ whom his Enemies, when their Inte- 
_ reſt does not filence them, are apt to 
iay more of than our ſelves; as in the 


War he has given ſurprizing Inſtan- 
ces of a Greatneſs of Spirit more than 
common; fo in Peace, I dare ſay, with 
Submiſſion , he ſhall never have an 
Opportanity to illuſtrate his Memory 


more, than by ſuch a Foundation : 


By which he ſhall have Opportunity 


to darken the Glory of the French 


King in Peace, as he has by his daring 
Attempts in the War. 


"04 No» 


22: | 
Nothing 


ter d, and 


ip us| 


that only as tis a Vice whic 
to our own Imperfections. 
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but Pride loves to be flat- 


I think Princes as particularly unhap- 
py in having their Good Actions mag- 


nity d, as 
Bur King 


their Evil Actions cover : 
Willam , who has already 


won Praiſe by the Steps ot dangerous 
Virtue, leeras relerv'd for ſome Acti- 
ONS W hichlare above the Touch of Flat- 
tery, whoſe Praile is in themſelves. 

And fuch wou'd this be : And be- 
cauſe I am ſpeaking of a Work which 
ſcems to be proper only tos the Hand 
of the King himſelt, I {hall not pre- 
lame to Garry ON ths Chapter to the 
Model, as I have done in other Sub- 
jects. Only thus far ; 


Thar a 
King him 
fit, and c 
os of the 
and 'rwere! 


Soceiety *q erected by the 


ſelf, if his Majeſty thought 


>mpoſed of none but Per- 


firſt Figure in Learning ; 
to be wiſhd our Gentry 


were 
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were ſo-nnich Lovers of Learning, 
thar Birth might always be join'd with 
Capaclty. 


The Work of this Society ſhou'd 


be to encourage Polite Learning, to 


poliſh and refine the Engliſh Tongue, 


and advance the ſo much neglected 


Faculty of Corre& Language, to efta- 


bliſh Purity and Propriety of Stile, and 


co purge It from all the Irregular Ad- 
ditions that Ignorance and Aﬀecation 
have introduc'd ; and all thoſe Inno- 


Vations in Speech, if 1 may call them 


ſuch, which ſome Dogmaric Writers 
have the Confidence to foſter upon 
their Native Language, as if their Au- 
thority were ſufficient to make their 
own Fancy legitimate, 


By ſuch a Society dare fay the 
true Glory of our Engliſh Sale wou'd 
appear 3 and among all the Learned 


Parr 


- TR" OTC 
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Part of| the World, be efteem'd, as it 
really is, the Nobleſt and moſt Com- 
prehenſive of all the Vulgar Langua- { 
ges in the World. 
| Into this Sociery ſhould be admitted 
none bur Perſons Eminenct for Learn- 
Ing, and yet none, or but very 
few , whoſe Buſineſs or Trade was 
Learning : For I may be allowd, I 
ſuppoſe; to fay, We have jeen many 
oreac Scholars, racer Learned Men, 
and Graduares in the laſt Degree of 
Study . whole Engliſh has been far 
from Polite, full of Stiffneſs and Af- 


fectacion, | 


, hard Words, and long un- 
uſual Coupling of Sy//ables and Senten- | 
ces, which ſound harſh and untune- | 
able to the Ear, and ſhock the Reader ; 
both in Expreſſion and Underſtanding. 
In ſhort, There ſhould be room in 
this Society for neither Clergyman, Phy- 
fician, or Lawyer. Not that I wonu'd | 
put an Aﬀront upon the Learning of - 
| any 
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any of thoſe Honourable Employ- 
ments, much-leſs upon their Perlons : 
But if I do think that their ſeveral 
Profeſſions do naturally and feverally 
preſcribe Habits of Speech to them pe- 
culiar to their Practice , and prejudi- 
cial to the Study I ſpeak of, I believe 
[ dothem no wrong. Nor do | deny 
but there may be, and now are among 
ſome of all thoſe Profeflions, Men of 
Stile and Language , great Maſters of 
Engliſh , whom few men will un- 
dertake to Corre&t ; and where ſuch 
do at any time appear, their extraor- 
dinary Meritſhou'd find them a Place 
in this Society ; but it ſhou'd be rare, 
and upon very extraordinary Occaſt- 
{10ns, that ſuch be admitted. | 
_ I woud therefore have this Society 
wholly composd of Gentlemen; 
whereof Twelve to be of the Nobi- 
lity, if poſſible, and Twelve Private 
Gentlemen, and a Claſs of Twelve 
or to 
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to be left open for meer Meric, let it 
be fonnd in who or what ſort it would, 
which ſhould lye as the Crown - of 
their Study , who have done ſome- 
thing eminent to deſerve it. The 
Voice of this Society ſhould be ſuth- 
Clent Authority for the Uſage of 
Words, and ſufficient alſo to expoſe 

the lbariors of other mens Fan- 
CES ; they {hou d preſide with a Sort 
of adichiare over the Learning of the 
Age, and have liberty to Correct and 
Cenſure the Exorbitance of Writers, 
elpecially of Tranſlators. The Re- 
putation | of this Soctety wou d be 
enough to make them the allow 'd 
Judges of Stile and Language; and 
no Author wou'd have the Impudence 
to Coin without their. Authority. Ca- 
ſtom, which is now our beſt Autho- 
rity for Words, wou'd always have 

its Original Ladd and not be allow d 


without it. There ſhou d be NO more 
occaſion 
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occation to ſearch for Derivations and 
 Conftructions, and 'twou'd be as Cri- 
minal then to Com Words, as Money. 
The Exerciſes of this Society wou'd 
be Lectures on- the Engliſh Tongue, 
Eflays on the Nature, Original, U- 
| ſage, Authorities and Differences of 
Words, on the Propriety, Purity, and . 
Cadence of Stile, and of the Polite- 
nels and Manner in Writing; RefleCti- 
ons upon Irregular Uſages, and Cor- 
rections of Erroneous Cuſtoms in 
Words; and in ſhort, every thing 
that wou'd appear neceſlary ro the 
bringing our Engliſh Tongue to a due 
Perfection , and our Gentlemen to a 
Capacity of Writing like themſelves ; 
to baniſh Pride and Pedantry, and f1- 
lence the Impudence and Impertinence 
of Young Authors, whole Ambition 
is to be known, tho it be by their 


Folly. 


[ ask 


238 An Eſſay 
[ ask leave here for a Thought or 
two, about that Inundation Cuſtom 
has |made upon our Language and 
Diſcourſe by Familiar Swearmg ; and 

[ place i it here, becauſe Cuſtom "OY {o 
tar prevail'd in this fooliſh Vice, that 
2 man's Diſcourſe is hardly agreeable 
withour it ; and ſome have taken up- 
on them to lay, It is pity it ſhowd not 
be lawful, tis ſuch a Grace m a man's 
Speech , abll adds fo much JVigour to his 
Language. 

I delire to be lndetftood righr, and 
chat by Swearing I mean all thoſe Cur- 
fory Oaths, Curſes, Execrations, Im- 
Precations , Aﬀſeverations . ahd by 
whuſtlever other Names they are di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, which are usd in Vehe- 
mence of Diſcourſe, in the Mouths 
almoft of all men more or leſs, of 
whar ſort foever. 

[ am not about to argue any thing 
of their being ſinful and unlawtul, as 


forbid 
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torbid by Divine Rules; let the Parſon 


alone to tell you that , who has, no 
queſtion, {aid as TY tO As ane pur- 
pole in this Caſe as in any other: Bur 
I am of the opinion, that there is no- 
thing {o Impertinenc, ſo Inſignificant, 
ſo Senfleſs and Fooliſh, as our vulgar 

way of Diſcourle, ken mix d with 


Oaths and Curles| ; and I woud only 


recommend a little Conſ1deration to 
our Gentlemen, who have Senſe. and 
Wit enough, al wou'd be aſham'd 
to ſpeak Nonlenle in other things, bur 

value themſelves upon their Parts ; I 
wou'd but ask them to put mto Wri- 
tng the Common-Places of their 


g | 
Ditcourle, and read them over again, 


and examine the En oliſh, the Cadence, 
the Grammar of them ; then let chan 
rurn them into Latm, - crandlate them 


Into any other Language, and bur ſee. 
what a Jargon and Confuſion of Spool 


they make together, 
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Swearing , that Lewdneſs of the 
Tongue , "thar Scum and Excrement 
of the Mouth, is of all Vices the 
molt foolith at tenſlels ; it makes a 
mans Converſation anglealas his 
Diſcourſe fruitleſs, and his Language 
Nowenſe 
' It makes Converſation uripleaſant, 
at leaſt to thoſe who do not uſe the 
ſame fooliſh 1 way of Diſcourſe ; and 
indeed, is an Afﬀront to all the "AY 
pany Liho ſwear not as he does; fort Cc 
I ſwear and Curle in Company , le 
ther preſume all the Company likes j *, 
or affront them who do not. 
Then tis fruitleſs; for no man 15 
| believ'd a jot the more for all the Aſſe- 
verations, Damnimgs and Swearings 
he A. - 'Thole who are usd to.it 
| themlelyes, do not believe.a man the 
-more , KRORT7'S they know they 
Ace fo. ccuſtomary., that they ſigni- 


h ty little to bind a mans Intenti- 
\ on; 


= 


he will do this or that,” and it 
be adds, God damn him he will; that is, 
God damn him if be don't : This, tho; 
it be horrid in another ſenſe, yer may 


» 
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6n ; and they who practiſe them nor, 
| have ſo mean an opinion of thoſe thar 


- 


do, 25 makes them think the 


ho belief 


y deſerve 


Then, they are the Spoilers and 
Deſtroyers of a man's . Diſcoutle , 


and turn it into perfect Nonſenſe ; 


and to make it ,out, I muſt de- 


fcend a lirtle ro Particulars, and de- 
fire the Reader a little ro foul his 
Mouth with the Bruitiſh , Sordid , 
Senſleſs Expreſſions, which ſome Gen- 
dlemen call Polire Engliſh, and ſpeak- 


» 


ing with a Grace. 


+ 


: Some part of them indeed , tho 
they are fooliſh enough , as, EF- 
 fedts of a mad, inconſiderate Rage, 


are yet Engliſh; as when a man ſwears 
d it may 
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""oþ read in W citing | , mn is Engliſh 
Bur what Language | is this ? 

Jack, God damn me Jack, Hc.v do PZ 
' do , thou little dear Son of a Whore ? 
How (haſt thou done this long time., by 
God? ----And then they ki; and the 
7 26 as lewd-as himielf, goes on; 
Dear Tom, T am glad to ſee thee END 
i; ;ny heart, let me he. Come, let us go. 
take a Bott tle, we miſt not part ſo 5, pri- 
th "62: let's go a6 be ar pak God. Cera 


eg. 
#4 


| This 4 is the of our ,new tia 
[.: :nguage, and the Graces and Deli- 
EACICS of Stile , which if it. were pur 

to Latin, [6 wor d fain know whichy 
is. Pe principal Verb....: |; 

But for a uttle further remembrance 
of-rhis Impertinence , go among the 
Gameſters, and there nothing 1s-more 
frequent | AII0 -Gad- dann the Dice, OF 

God damn the 7 Bos wls.. Ws 
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Among the Sportſmen 'tis, God damn 
the Hounds, when they are at a Fault; 
or God Lind the Horſe , if he bau' 4 
a Leap: They | 
Bitches , and Dogs , Sons of Whores : 
And ininaertt Init may be 
given of the like Gallantry of i 
guage, grown now ſo much a Cu- 
ſtom. 3 
_ *'Tis true, Cullons. i 1s allow dt be 
our beſt Authority for Words, and 'tis 
fic it ſhould be fo; bur Reaſon mult 
be the Judge of Saks in Language, 


and Cuſtom can never prevail over it. 


| Words, indeed, like Ceremonies itt Re- 


 ligion, may be ſubmitted co the Ma- 
giltrate ; bur Senſe, like the Eflentials, 
iS poſitive , unalterable , and can- 
nor be fubmitted to any Jurifdiction.; : 
"tis a Law co it felf, "tis ever the large, 
even an Act of Parliament cannot 
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Words , ad even Uſages in Stile, 
may be alter d by Cuſtom, and Pro- 


pricties in Speech 3501 accord- 


 1ng to the ſeveral Diale&s of the 
Countrey,' and according to the dif- 
ferent manner in which ſeveral Lan» 
guages do ſeverally exprels themſelves. 
But there is a direct Signification of 
Words, or a Cadence in Expreſſion, 

which we call ſpeaking Senſe ; is ke 
Truth, is ſullen and the "© OY ever 
was Lad will be ſo, in what aac, 


and in what Language {oever 'tis ex- 
preſs d. Fords withour 3 it, are only 
| Noiſe, which any Brute can make as 


well as we, and Birds much better ; 
for Words without Senſe make bur dull 


Muſick. Thus a man may ſpeak in. 
Words, but pertectly unintelligible as 


tO Meaning ; he may talk a great deal, 
but /ay nothing.. Bur 'tis the proper 
Poſition of Words , adapted to- their 
Significations, which makes them in- 


relligble,) 
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telligible, and conveys the Meaning 
of the Speaker to the Underſtanding 
of the Hearer ; the contrary to which 
we call Nonſenſe; and there is a ſw- 
perfluous crowding i in of inſignificant 
Words, more than are needful to ex- 
prels che ching intended, and this 
13 Impertinence ; and that again Car- 
ry d to an extreme, is ridiculous. 
Thus when our Diſcourſe is inter- 
nd with needleſs Oaths, Curſes, and 
long Parentheſes of Imprecaions, and 
with ſome of very indirect ſignificati- 
on, they become very Impertinent ; and 
chats being run to the extravagant de- 
gree inſtanc'd in before, become per 


eat ric and Nonſenſe ; d 
itho forming 1 it into an AR 
it appears to be Nonſenſe. by the -Con- 
tradictorineſs; and it appears Imperti- 


Tent , , by the Iaſi Py of the] Ex- 
Frelior gy 
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After all, how little it becomes : 6 


Weekcheihh ro  debauch his Mouth wich 
Foul Language, [ refer ro themſelves 
in 2 few Particulars. 

This Vicious Cuf 
_ upon Good Manners too far ; but 
yer there are ſome degrees to which 1 it 
is not yet arriv d. 


As firſt , The wed} Slaves to this 


Folly wall neither teach it to, nor ap- 


prove of it in their Cliitdren': Some 


of the moſt carclels will indeed nega- 
tively teach it, by not reproving $5008 
forit; buc "If no man ever order'd his 


Children to be caught to curſe or fwear. 


2. The Gr ace of Swearing has riot 
obtaind to be a Mode yet among the 


Women; God dann je,does not fir well 
LIPON 4 Female Tongue ; it ſeems to 


be 2 Maſculine Vice, which the Women 


2re not arriv'd to yet - and I wou'd 
ony deſu irc thoſe clone who pra- 


CCE ir _themſely es, to hear a Woman 
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{wear : It has no Muſick ar all there, I 


am fnore.; and juſt as little does it be- 


nity nothing : tis Folly a atted for t 


ſake of Folly, wich is a thing oh 
 theDevil himſelf don't pn: The 
Devil does evil., we fay, Ut it 1s for 
H4ome defign, either ro Ebice others, 
or, as ſome Divines ſay, from a Prin- 
ciple of Enmity to his Maker : Men 
Steal for Gain, and Murcher to gratity 
their Avarice or Revenge ; Whorc- 
doms and Raviſhments , Adulreries 
and Sodomy, are committed tO pleaſe 


4 VIcIous Appetite , and have always 


«[[uring Objects ; ab generally all 
'Vices Hive ſome previous Cauſe, and 
N4 ſome 


come any, Gentleman , if he wou'd 
ſuffer himſelf to be jr \do'd by aJl the 
Laws of Senfe- or Good Manners 1 in 
the world. k 

"I'S Kiel fooliſh, ridiculons 
Practice ; 'tis a Mean to no manner 


of End; tis Words ſpoken which ng 


oy 


An. Eſſay... 


"A vilible Tendency : ; va this, of. 


all Vicious Practices, ſeems the molt 


| Nonlſenſical and Ridiculous; there is 
neither Pleaſure nor Profit; no Deſign 
purſued, no Luſt oratified but is a 
mere Frenzy of the Tongue, 2 Vos 
mit of - the Brain-, which barks by 
putting a Contrary upon the Courle 
of Nature. | 2 

 Agam, other Vices men Fnd ſome 
Reaſon or other to give for, or Ex- 


cuſes to palliate ; men plead Wanc, to 


EXtenuate Thefr ; and ſtrong Prove: 
Cations , to EEG Murthers ; and 


mer. 4 a] lone! Excuſe they ml bring 
or Whoring ; bur this ſordid Habit, 


even thoſe that practiſe ir will ownro be 


a'Crime, and make no Excuſe for it; 
and the ak | cou'd ever hear a man 


lay for it, was, Thar he cou'd not helpit. 


Belides, as 'tis an inexcuſable Im- 


pertinence, ſo 'tis a Breach upon Good 
Manners and Converlation, for. a man | 
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to impoſe the Clamour of his. Oat 
upon the Company he converſes 
with 3 if there be any one perſon! if” 
the Company that does not approve 
the way, tis an impoſing upon- tif - 
with a freedom beyond Civility ; as if” 
2 man ſhou'd Fart before a Juſtice, or © 
talk Bawdy before the Queen, or-the © 


like. E W.7 


% 


Parliaments, and Proclamations, are 
Bawbles an Banters, the Laughter 
the Lewd Party and never had, as'I 
cou'd perceive, any Influence upon” 
the Practice ; nor are any of our a- 
giſtrares Pad Or forward of purting | 
them in execution. 

It muſt be Example, not Penalties, 
muſt ſink this Crime.; and if the ans 
tlemen of England wou'd ice dro 
It as a Mode, the Vice is ſo foolif 


To ſupprefs this, Laws, 


and ridiculous | in it ſelf, 'twou'd ſoon © 
grow odious and our of faſhion. © 
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250 An Efiw. 
This Work ſuch an Academy 
might begin; and I believe ' no- 
thing wou d 0 ſoon explode the 
Practice , as the Publick Diſcou- 
ragement of ve by ſuch a Society. 
W here all our Oufboras and Habits 
both in Speech and Behaviour ; 

ſhoud receive an Authority. All 
the Diſputes about Precedency 
of Wit, with the Manners, Cu- 
Roms, wal Uſages of the Theatre 
wou'd| "be decided here ; Plays 
ſhou'd paſs here before they were 
| Adced, and the Criticks might give 
their Genfures and darn "2 their 
pleaſure ; nothing won'd ever dye 
which once receiv'd Life at this Ori- 
ginal : The Two Theatres might 
end weir Jangle , and diſpute br 
Priority. no more ; Wit and Real 
Worth ſhou'd decide the Contro- 
verly, and here ſhon'd be: the In- 
fallh n Judge. 
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Wit will is wha Prety decline. 


upon Projetis. 
he Strife wou'd then be only to do well, 
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And be alone be crown d who did excell. 


Ye call d them 
: withdrew, ", 
But now we have our Stage-Difſenters tos 
ho {cruple Ceremonies of Pit and 
Box, 
And ye y few are Sound and Orthodox : 
But love Diſorder ſo, and are fo mee, 


hios, who from the Church 


They hate Conformity, tho' "tis in I ice. 
Some are for Patent-Hierarch' £ : and ſome, 
Like the old Gauls; ſeek out for Elbow- 


* room x 

"Cty Aebittairy Governors diſown, 

And build 2 Convenricle-Stage 0 their 
' ON. you 


Phanatich Beaus make up the garwdy Show, 


x 


And Wit "able appears Incoghtto. 

Wit and Relio10n fuffer equal Fate ; 

eeleft of both attends the warm Debate. 

For while the Parties ftrive and counters 
mine, | 
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Next to this, which I eſteem as the 
molt Noble as moſt Uſeful Propoſal 
In this Book, I proceed to Academies 
for Military "8 50 and becauſe I de- 
ſign rather to exprels my meaning, than 
make a large Book, I bring chean all 
unto one Chapter. 

allow the War is the beſt Acade- 

my in the World, where men ſtudy 
by Neceſlity, md practiſe by Force, 
and both to ſome purpoſe, with Dury 
in the Action, and a Reward in the 
End ; and ' os evident to any man 
who knows the World, or has made 
any Obſervations on things, what an 
Improvement the Engliſh Nation has 
made, during this Seven Years War. 
Bur {ſhould you ask how dear ir 
frlt colt, and what a condition Eng- 
land was in for a War ar firſt on*this 
account; how almoſt allour Engineers 
and Great Officers were Foreigners, 1t 


may 


upon Projes, 253 
may pur us in mind how neceſſary it 
isto have our people ſo practisd in the 
Arts of War, that they may not be 
Novices when they come to the Expe- 
riment. | 

I have heard ſome, who were no 


great Friends to the Government, take 


advantage to reflect upon: the King 
in the beginning of his Wars in: Þreland, 
"That he did nor care to truſt the Eng- 
iifh, but all his Great Officers, his Ge- 
nerals, and Engineers were Foreigners. 
And cho' the Caſe was fo plain as to 
need no Anfwer, and the Perſons fuch 
as deſerv d none, yet this muſt be ob- 


ferv'd, tho' twas very ftrange, That 


when the preſent King took Poſlſefhori 


of this Kingdom, and feeing himſelf 
entring upon the bloodieſt War this 


Age has known, began to regulate his 


Army , he found bur very few among 
the whole Martial Part of the-Nation fir 
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was forced to employ Strangers, and 


make them Engliſhmen ; as the Counts 
Schomberg, Ginte Solms, Ruvigny, and 
others: And yet it isgo be oblery'd allo; 


that all the Encouragement imaginable 


was giyen to the Engliſh Gentlemen, to 
qualify themlelves, by giving no lels 
than Sixteen Regiments to Gentlemen 
of Good Families , who- had never 
been in any vice . and knew bur 
very little how to ina them © 


Of theſe ſeveral arc now in the Army, 


and have the Rewards ſuitable to their 


Merit, being Major-Generals, : Briga- 


deers, and the like. | 
"ot hen 2 long Peace had _ reduc d 


_ustoa degree of Ignorance that mght 


S | 
have been dangerous tous, had we not 


a King, who isalways follow” d by the 
preareſt Maſters in the World , Who 


knows what Peace and differcnt Go- 
Vernors may bring us to again? _ 
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_ "The-manner of making 


ers perhaps as much as any thing in the 


world ; andif we look no further back 


than our Civil Wars ; 'tis plain a - Ge- 


nera] then wou'd hardly be fit to be a 
Collonel now, faving his Capacity of 
Improvement. The Detenfive Artal- 
ways follows the Offentive ; and tho” 
che latter has extremely got the {tarr 
of the former in this Age , 
other is mightily improving alſo. 
. We faw in Eugland a bloody Civil 


War, where, according to' the old 


the Bufinels. To have an Army ly- 


ing io fuch a Poſt, as not to be able 


ro come at them, was a thing never 


heard of in that War; even the weak- 


eſt Party would always come out.and 
hghr 3 Dunbar. F1 nt, for. inſtance. 5; 


and they that were beaten to day, 
Would aght again, LO .MQITOW ,. and 


one 
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neſs, as if they had been in haſte to 
have their Brains knock'd our. En- 
campments, Intrenchments, Batteries, 

Counter-marchings , Gortifyin of 
Camps ; and Cannonadings , were 
[trange, and almoſt unknown things, 

and whole Campaigns were paſt over, 

and hardly any Tents made ule of 
Barrels, Surprizes, Storming of Towns, 

Skirmiſhes. Sieges, Ambulcades, aid 
Beating up Quarters , was the News 
of every day. Now. tis frequent i 
have Armies of. Fifty thouſand men of 
a ſide ſtand at Bay within view of one 
another, and ſpend a whole Cam- 

paign in  Dodging , or as 'tis genteely 
call'd, Obſerving one another, and then 
march off into Winter-Quarters. The 
difference is in the Maxims' of War, | 
which now differ as much from what 
they were formerly, as Long Perukes 
do i Piqued Beards; or as the Ha- 


bits « of the Tropic do now, from'what 
| tlicy 
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- they. then wore. The preſeht Maxims 
of the War are; 


Never Fight without a manife eſt AdVan- 
tare... // 


_ Ad always Encamp ſo as rot to be 
fore d to it. 


And if two oppoſite Genetals nicely 
obſerve both theſe Rules, it is impof- 
ſible they ſhou'd ever come to fight. 
I grant chat this way of -making 
ar ſpends generally more Money 
and! lefs Blood than former Wars did : 
but then ir ſpins Wars out to a grear- 
th ; and I almoſt queſtion 


* 


er if ahits had been the way of 


ighting of old , our Civil War 
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Bur the Cale 5 1$ quite diffirerc now 2. 
__ | think tis plain- in the preſene: 
War, that tis not he who has the long- 
et Sword. fo much as he who has the 
longeſt Pur /e, will hold the War one. 
bet. Europe 1s all engag d in the War, 
and the Men will never be -hacifed | 
while either Party can find Money 
but he who finds himfelt pooreſt , 
mult give our firſt ; and this 1s evi- 
dent in the French King, who now in- 
clines to Peace, and owns it, while 
at the ſame HP's his Armies ho nu- 
merous and whole ; but the Sinews, 
fail, he finds his Exchequer fail , his' 
Kingdom draind, and Money bird oO 
come at : Not that [ believe half the 
Reports we have had of -the. Miſery 
and. Poverty of. the French: are- Irrue/s 
but 'tis manifeſt the King of 21004 
finds; whatever his Armies may do, 
his Money won't hold our ſo: long AS 


He: Cofelnte; ſans d therefore he uſes 
i all 
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all. che meatis polible to. orocurs 2 
Peace, while he may do it with the 


moſt advantage. 
There is no queſtion liek the French 


may hold rhe War out feveral Years 


longer bur their King iS too wile to 


let things run to extremity ; he will 


rather condeſcend to Peace Upon hard 


terms now, than ſtay longer, if he. 


finds kimddf- in danger to be forcd to 


worle. 


This being the only Digreſſion I 


1ef 101 to be ouilty of, 1 hope [I {hall 


be Ss d it: 


| The Sumt of all is this, That ſince 
'ns {0 necellary tobeina a 1 ONS for 
| War in 2 time- of Peace, our People 


ſhou'd be inur'd to it. Tis ſtrange 


that every thing ſhou'd be ready bur 


the Soldier : Ships are ready, and-our 
Trade keeps the - Seamen always 


Sz taught; 
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260 «An Eſſay.. 
taught, and breeds up more; but Sol- 
diers, Horſemen, Engineers, Gunners, 


_ and the like, = be bred and taught; 


men are not [THY with Muskets on their 


Shoulders, nor Fortifhcations in their 


Heads ; 'tis not natural | to ſhoor 
Bombs, and undermine Towns : For 


which purpoſe I propoſe, 


A Royal Academy for Military Exerciſes. 


The Founder the King himſelf; he 
Charge to be paid by the Publick, 


and ſettled by 1 Abbe, from the 


Crown, to be paid Yearly. 


Parts. 


"4 ) A Colledge for breeding, up 
of Aztiſts in the uleful Practice of. all 
M licary Excrciſes ; the Scholars to 
be taken in Young, and be maintain d, 

and 
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Upon Projeds. — 6t 


and afterwards under the King's Care 


\' for Preferment, as their Merit and 
His Majeſty's Favor ſhall recommend 


them ; from whence His Majeſty 
WOou 'd at all times be furniſh'd with 
able Engineers, Gunners, Fire-maſters, | 
Bombardiers, Minkis, aki the like. 
The Second Colle e for Volun- - 
tary Students in the P me Exerciſes - 
who ſhou'd all upon certain lil 
Conditions be entertain'd, and have 


all che advantages of =s Le&ures, 


Experiments, and' Learning of Rk 
College , ind be alſo capable of ſe- 
veral Tiles! Profits, and Settlements 


1n the ſaid College , an{werable to 


the Fellows in the Univerſities: 8 

The Third College for Tempo- 
rary Study , into which any Perſon 
who is a Gentleman, and an FEn- 


_ glifhman, _ entrino ky Name , and 


conforming. to the Orders of” the 


 Honle, ſhall be entertain d like a Geh- 
S p | tieman 


- 
TW % 


theman for one w vI% — gratis, and 
raught by Maſters $4 ro our. of 
_ the Second College. 27K 

The Fourth Coll &ge , of Sctiook 
only , where all Perlons whatſoever 
for 2 {mall Allowance {hall be caught 
and entred in all the particular Ende 
ciles they deſire ; and this to be ſup- 
plid by the Proficiens of the frſt 


Collegs, 


Y 4 cou d lay out the e Dimenſions, pid ne- 
ceſſary Incidents of all this Work: but 
fince the Method of ſuch a Fomnda- 

"7101 1s eaſy and regular fr om the uw 


del of other $5 ark '[ ſhall onh 
{tate the Deconomy of the ang ad 


The Building "HP" Io very Ls 
and ſhou'd rather be Stately: and Mas 
nificent in Fignre, than Gay and Coll. 
ly in Ornament : And I think-fuch 32 


Houſe as ler Colige, only abour 
four 


V7 


DS - < 


Y 


TONER TS OK ITE ue 


> ets 
» I 
$ 


ou'd anſwer it ; 
be finiſh d for 


has been laid out 


yet 
as little Charge 


As 


that Palace-like Hoſpital. ? 


- The Furſt College ſhould conf1 


* , 
n 
- 
n 


;: One General. 
_ - -  Fipe Collottis. © _ 114 
Twenty Captams. 


”» ; 
, - 


. » 
". 


0 \ Being ſuch as Graduates by Prefer- 
ent," at firſt nam'd by the Founder ; 
an aker the firſt  Settlement- to be 
choſen our of the Firſt or Second Col- 


lege; with: Apartments in the Col- 
lege, and Salaries. 

6 300 |. per Ann, 
<3; 100 IE 


A. -4 
Bide ww 
« 
1 


© Clio OVA 4: 0” web ge eat; 93 


DIL = au.. at. aa ts 


MM" an th 


if 


——_ 


2000 ZS "0 Bi among bs ſhall 
be the mg Degrees; 1365 fiagd 


Governors 100. Alow i 1ol. oy An. 
Diefors 2600. | 5. 

Exempts ,200. | 064 
44x41 500. | 

7 Tumors ] OOO. 


The General TY be - by the 
Founder, out of the Collonels ; the Col- 
lonels ro be nam d by the General, out 
ot the Captains ; the Captains out of 
the Gover NOY'S ; hs Governors from the 
Direftors, ad the Direftors from the 
E5 xXempts, ad lo On. 4 

The Juniors to be divided into Ten 
Schools ; the Schools to be thus g0- 
vern d : Every IC foot has 


100 Juniors, in 10 C laſſes. 


IS ery Clajy to. have 2  Direttara 


100 


RR Ins 2 bes: 4.ns 


Sn 


o 


> 


SITNt 
CE SATTY 


BT 


CORES : 


It 


POO 


pee 
e270 


Funtors, is 
Each Claſs 2 Direftors, 


roficients to be divided into 
Five Schools : 

' Every School to have 10 Claſſes of 
10 cach. 
Every Claſs 2 Governors. | 


4 


50 Claſſes of Profictents, is 500 
Each Claſs 2 Governors, 1s 100 


» ; 4 4 
©» b 


600 


he Exempts to be Supernumerary, 
havi ing a {mall Allowance, and main- ; 


i 


raind in the College till Preferment 
ole, T_T 2 


The Second College to conſiſt of 
Voluntary Students, to be taken in after 


_— þ Pay - - % 
; bo 
FP 34 : 
F nat 
- -* -» 
- 
% 
. 
- 
s » M = 
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2*xertain Degret UG Learklagy j'from 
among the Proficients of | the Firſt ,* or 
from any other Schools, after ſuch 
and ' ſuch Limitations « Learning ; 
_ who ſtudy at their own Charge, being 
allow d certain Faylage: 5 as, | 


&7t Chambers Renr-free, on conditions io I 

-  1:::Refedence,' 

ii OY gratis, for certain Fo 41 terms. 

Preferment, on condition of a Term of 

© Nears Reſidence. T5 STE bo 

ule of Libraries , Jofvinnbunl , | and 
LecFures of the College. 


This College ſhould kaws the fol- 
lowing Prefermenes, with Salaries. 


A Gtverner 14 *:35] 2300 1.iper Ann. 
AP refulent, 1-00. 1108; fs | |; 
50 College-Majors, | FE; | 
2 00 Proficients, 10 
yos Foluntary Students , without Al- 
» lowance. The 


upon Projed 


\ The: Third and Fourth Colleges, 
conſiſting -only of . Schools for Tem- 
IE Study nagh :bethus; © 


*. xz d % & 2# 


"The Thicd pag for Gen T's 
; Pn the. neceſlary Arts and Exerciles, 
LO qualify them for the Service of chi 


Countrey, and entertaining them one 


whole year at the Publick Charge, 
may be. tupposd to have always'One 


*thouſand : \- erlons On: Its hands, and 


cannor have leſs than 100 Teachers + . 
who I wou'd thus order ; 


Every Teacher ſhall continue at. leaſt 
.. One year, but by allowance Two years 
at moſt; ſhall have 201. per Ann. 
Extraordinary Allowance ; ſhall be 
' bound to give their conſtant Atten- 
dance, and ſhall have always 5 Col- 
lege-Majors of the Second College to 


ſuperviſe them, who ſhall command a 


Moat, , and then be FJ by 5 


others, 


* - 
| ; 
* 4 
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others, and ſo on; 101. per Ann. 
extraordinary to he paid them for ; 
their Attendance. . | 

The Gentlemen who practiſe, to be 

ut to no manner of Charge, but to 
be oblig d ſtrictly To | the following Ar- 
ricles 2 - |: ” 
(1+) To conſtant Ref dence, uot to tye 
_ out of the Honfe mba leave W 
the College- Major. 

(2.) To per form all the College-Exer- 
ciſes, as appoint ed by the Maſters 
without diſpute. 

(3) Te ew fo the Or de 'S of the 

Houſe. 
"To quarrel, or give WW Language , 
inou'd be a Crime to be puniſhd by 
way of Fine-only, the College-Major 
to be Juage, and. the Offender be {| 
put into Cuitody till he ask Pardon 
of the Perſon wrong'd; by which 
raeans- every Gentleman wha has been 


affronced, has ſuf; CIent | {atisfaction. 
Bur 


upon Projeis, 269 

Bur to Strike, Challenge, Draw, or 
hght,ſhou'd be more ſeverely punith'd; 
the Offender to be declard no Gentle- 
man,his Name poſted up at theCollege- 
Gate: his Perſon expell'd the Houle, 
and to be pumpd as a Rake it ever 
he 1s taken within the College-Walls. 
The Teachers of this College to be cho-. 
ſen, one half out of the Exemaprts of 
the Firſt College, and the other out of 
the Proficients of the ſecond. 


LE” Fourth College being ks of 
Schools, will be $0 Chargeable 
nor Troublefoadd but may nk it of 
as many as {hall fin themſelves to be 
caught, and ſupplid with Teachers 


fra Fu other Schools. 


The Propoſal being of fo large an 
Ex; xtent, muſt have a proportionable 
©>-:;2ment for its Maintenance ; and 
KY þ "Rho being ro the whole King- 


om, 


2750 An Fw » 
dom, the Charge will naturally lye 


upon the Publick, and cannot well 
be leſs, confi dering the Number of | 


Perſons to be maintain d, chan as fol- 


lows ; ” 
Firſt Obilege No. i 
© Loper An. 
The General, TOTO 
5 Collonels at ado! per Ann. each, 5OO 
20 Captains, at 60. 1200 
100 Governors, dat 10. *' 1o00 
200 Duectors, at 5. 1000 
200 Exempts, - at 5. . Tooo 


2 
an * 


2000 Heads for S tb 1ſtence, at 


201. per Head, per Ann. 
hicluding Proviſion , and all 

the OfFcers Sfates in kl 

Houſe, as Butlers , Cooks, | 
Purveyors, Nurſes , Maids, | HPNOO 
Laundreſſes, Stewards ,Clerks, W 
Servants, Chaplains, Porters, | 


, 


and Attendants, which are Nu- 
merous, 


"I 


upon Projetls. 271 
Second College. WE 
| l it: GC perd 
A Governor, .-200 
A Preſident, 100 
50 College-Majors,at 5ol. per An. 2500 
200 Proficients, at 10 |. | 2000 
Commons for 5 00, Students, during} 

_ times of Exerciſes, at 5 |. per>2500 
An. each, | 


200 Proficients Subſiſtence ©4000 | 


reckoning 4s above, 


Third College. 


The Gentlemen here are main- | | 
tam d as Gentlemen, and are VE. i 
to have good Tables, who ſhall | 
therefore have an Allowance > 2 5 000 | 

- at the. Rate of 25 |. per| | 16 
Head,. all Offcers to be main- | i 
 tam'd out of it ; whichis, } 

Aoo Teachers, Salary and Sub-t _. 

1% 4500 
ſiſtence ditto, 2 "i 


50 Col- 


272 An Efy - 
50 College-Majors at 101. a wh 


Ann. 15 


Annual Charge 86300 


The Building to coſt 50000 
Furniture, Beds, Tables, Chairs, 
| 0000 
Linnen, &C. = 
Books, Iſtruments, and Uten- 9 
fils for Experiments, 


—_ ; ——_ 


) o the Immediate Charge would be 6 2000 


[. per An. 
The Ault Hoe $6300 
To which add the Charges of 


700 
Exerciſes and Experiments, 7 apt 
90000 


T he King s Magazines to fur nſh them 
with 500 Barrdls of Gunpowder per Ari. 


for the Publick Uſes of Exerciſes and 
Exper ments. In 


upon ProjeCts. 274 
In the hrit of theſe Colleges ſhould 


remain the Goy ernino-Part , and all 


the Preferments be made Fad heting | 


tobe ſupplid in courle from the oc: | 
the General of the firſt to oIVe Dull 


wo the other, and be ſub ect on y LO 


the Founder. 


The Government ſhou'd be all Mt- 


lirar y, W ich a Conſtitution for the ſame 


regul lared for that purpole , and 


Comme to Hear and Jenn. the 


Difterences and Treſpaſles by ce Col- 


lege-Laws. iz: 16 
The Publick Exerciſes likewiſe Mi- 

litary, and all the Schools be dilc!- 

piind under proper Officers, who are 


__ ſoincurn, or by Order of 7" Gene-_ 


ral, and continue bur for the Day. 
The ſeveral Ciafles to perform {eve- 
ral Studies, and but one Study to a 
diſtin Claſs, and the Perſons as they 
remove fro one Study to another, ro 
change their Claſſes, but ſo-as that in 


T the 


274 An Efoy 
the General Exerciſes all the Scholars 
may be qualified to act all: the feverat} 


Parts, as they may be orderd. 


The proper Studies of this Colleg 
ſhould be the following : 


Geometry Bombarding 

Aſtronomy Gunnery 

Hiſtory Fortification 

Navioation Encampmeg 

Elecimdl Arithmetick Entrenchmg 

1rigonometry Appr oaching , Ae 
Dialing tacks 

Gauging Delineation 
Minmg ArchiteFture 
Fireworking  Curveying. 


| And all Arts or SCIENCES. _— 
dixes to ſuch as theſe. 


With Exerciſes: for the Bod, 0 
which all ſhould be oblig'd, as 4 
Genius and Capacities led them. As, 
265 (1.) wm 
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(1.) Swimming ; which no Soldier, | 


and indeed no Man whatever ought 
to be withour. 


(2.) Handling all forts of Fire- 


Arms. 
(3+) Marching and Countermarc\ 111 
in Form, 

(4.) Fencing, and the Long Staff. 
(5+) Riding and Managing, or Horſe- 
manſhip. 
(6.) Running, Leaping, and Wreſt- 


ling. 


And herewith ſhou'd alſo be pre- 


ferv'd and carefully taught all the Cu- 
ftoms , Ulages, Terms of War , and 
Terms of Art , usd in Sieges, Marches 
of Armies, and Ericampments ;- that 
ſo a Gentleman caught in this College, 
{hou'd be no Novice when he comes 
into the King's Armies, tho'he has ſeen 
no Service abroad. I remember the 

'E'3 Story 
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Story of an Engliſh Gentieman , an 
Officer at the Siege of Limerick in Jre- 
land, who tho he was Brave enough | 


upon Action, yet tor the only matter | 

of being ignorant in the Terms of | 

Art, and knowing not how to talk | 

Camp-Languaze , was exposd to be | 
 laughd ar by the whole Army, for 
miſtaking the opening of rhe Trenches, 
which he thought had been a Mine 
againlt the Town. | 

The Experiments of theſe Colleges 
wou'd be as well worth publiſhing, as 
the Acts of the Royal Society. To 
which purpoſe the Houſe muſt be 
built where they may have Ground to 
calt Bombs, to raiſe Regular Works, 
as Batteries, Baſtions, Half-Moons, 
Redoubrs, Horn-works , Forts , and 
the like ; with the convenience of Wa- 
ter to draw round ſuch Works, to 
exerciſe the Engineers in all the necel- 
fary Experiments of Dreining, and 
D Mining 


x ed! WC nyt IVR v5 ph. by h wb, Fy x , : : * # ; £ wo — M- FS : 4 yan gs p'ss ” Did 23 eg ONS $*- Foes 
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Mining under Ditches. There nautt 


be room to fire Great Shot at a diſtance, 
ro Canonade a Camp, to throw all 


forts of Fire-works and Machines , 


chat are or {hall be invented ; to open 
Frencnes, form. Camps, Cc. 


Their Publick Exerciſes will be allo 


very diverting, and more worth while 
for any Gentlemen to fee, than the 
Sights or Shews which our people in 
England are lo tond of. 

1] believe, as a Conſtitution might 


be form'd from theſe Generals, this 
wou d be the Greateit, the Gallancelt, - 
and the moſt Uſeful Foundation in the 
World. "The Engliſh Gentry woud 


be the beſt qualii'd, and conſequent- 
ly, belt accepted abroad, and moſt 


_ uſeful. at home of any people in the 


world; and' His Majeſty ſhou'd never 


more be exposd to the neceſlity of 
employing Foreigners in the Poſts of 


Truſt and, Service in His Armies. -. 
21] KT And 


278 An Effay'”” 

Arid that the whole Kingdom mighr | 
in- fome degree be better "qualifi'd for 
Service, I think the following Project” 
wou'd be very uſeful. | 

When our Military W eapon Was | 
the Long-Bow , at which our Engliſh: 
Waudon | in ſh meaſure excell'd | the 
whole World, the meaneſt Countrey- ql 
man was a good Archer; and that 
which qual: Ad them ſo: much for * 
Service in the War, was their Diver- ' 
{f1on in Times of Peace: which alſo- 
had this good Ffect, Thar when an 
Army was to be rais'd, they needed ' 
no diſciplining : And for the Encou- 
ragement of the People to an, Exer- | 
cle {o publickly Proftable, an A&t of ; 
Partiament was made, tO oblige every | 
Pariſh to maintain Bets for the Youth 
in the Countrey to ſhoot at. 

Since our way- of hghting is now - 
alter'd ; and -this deſtructive Engine, 
the Muſquet, is the proper Arms tor the 


Soldier, 


# 
£ 
w 
OO 
+ 


$ 
; 

| 

| 
7 
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Soldier, -L could ' wiſh the. Drverfion 


alſo of the Engliſh would change too, 
that our Pleaſures and Profit might 


correſpond. "Tis 4 2 great Hindrance 


cothis Nation, elpecially where Stand- 
ing-Armies are a Grievance, that if 
ever 2 War commence , men mutt 


have at leaſt a Year before they are 


chought- fir to face an Enemy, to in- 


ſtruct them how to handle their Arms; 
and new-raisd men are call d Raw Sol- 


diers. To. help this, ar leaft in ſome 
meaſure, I wou'd propole, Thar the 


Publick Exerciſes of our Youth ſhou'd 


by ſome Publick Encouragement, ( ( for 


Penalties won't do it ) be drawn off 
from the fooliſh Boyiſh Sports of 
Cocking, and Cricketing, and from 
Tipling, ro Hooray with a Firelock ; 

an Exerciſe .as Pleaſant, as 'tis Manly 
and. Generous ; and Swinming, which 


is a thing . fo many ways profitable, 


beſides its. 5 being a great Prefervative. 
So 3 4 of 


5s F#*x 
. 
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fo | as Ef, 


of Health , that methinks no Mar, 
oygfic ro be withour | "OLSEN, LOSE 


(1.) For Shaatine 0 ; "rhe Colleges. I 
have mention d hove having > provided 
for the Wy og the Gentry ar the 
King's Charge ; the Gentry | In return 
of that Favour ſhou d incroduce it 
among the Countrey-people ; which 
might eaſily be done thus: 

It, every Countrey-Gentleman, ac- 
cording ro his degree, woud con- 
tribute to ſet up a Prize, to be {hor for 
by the Town he lives in, or the Neigh- 
bourhood , about once a year, or 
twice a year, or oitner, as they think 
ft; which Prize not tingle only to 
him who ſhoots neareſt, bur accord- 
ng to the Cuſtom of Shooring *: 

- This wou'd certainly ſet all the 
Young Men in England a ſhooting, 
and make them Marks-men ; for they 
woud be always practiſing Tod ma- 


king 


28 I 


king a among hekfitves too. 
and the advantage wou'd be found in 
a War; for no doubr if all the Sol- 
diers in 2 Battalion took a true Level 
at their Enemy, there wou'd be mud 
more Execution done at a diſtan& 
than there is; whereas ir has been 
known now, hl 2 Battalion of men 
has receiv'd hs Fire of another Batta- 
lion,and notloit above 3o or 40 men; 
2 [ Dig it will nor eahfily be for- 
got how at the Barrel of Agrim , A 
Battalion of the Engliſh Army receiv'd 
the 'iwhole Fire of 'an Triſh Regiment 
of Dragoons, but never knew to this 
day whether they had any Bullets or 
no; andI nced appeal no further than 
ra any Officer that ſerv d in the Iriſh 
War, what advantages the Engliſh Ar- 
mies made. of the Tiſh PE Juch 


wonderful Marks-men. 


+3: Under 
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os Eſſay -- 


Under this Head of Academies, 
might bring i in 4 Project for- 


an Academy for Women, 


IL Have often thought of it 25 one. of. 
E- the moſt barbarous Cuſtoms in 
the world, conftdering us as a Civi-- 
Itzd and a Chriſtian Countrey , that- 
we- deny the advantages of Learning ; 
ro Women. We reproach the Sex- 
every day with Folly and Impertinence, L 
while I am confident, had they the ad- 
Vantages « of Blimacion equal to us,they. 
wou'd be guilty of leſs than our ſelves. 
One won'd wonder indeed how it. 
fhou'd happen that Women are con-- 
verſible ar all, fince they are only be- 
holding to Nanral Parts for all their - 
Knowledge. Their Youth is ſpent to 
teach them to Stitch and .-Sow:, or- 
make Bawbles: Fhey are taught to 


Read indeed, and perhaps to Write | 


rheir Names, ot. ſo; and that 1s the 


| heighth 


upon P rojefis. 


heighth of a Woman's Education. 


And I wou'd bur ask any who flight 


I _ che Sex for their Underfianding, 
What is a Man (a Gentleman, [mean) 
good for, thar is raught no more ? 


I need not give Inſtances , or exa- 


mine the Character of a Gentleman 
with a good Eſtate, and of 2 good 


Family, and with \olenible Parts, and 


examine what Figure he makes for 
want of Education. 

The Sonl is placd in the Bo- 
dy like a rough Diamond , and muſt 
be poliſh'd , or the Luftre of it will 


never appear : And 'tis manifeſt, that 


as the Rational Sout diſtinguiſhes us. 


from Brutes, ſo Education carries on 
the diflinion, and makes fome leſs 
brueiſh than ahi: : This 1s too evi- 
dent to need any demonſtration. Bur 


why then ſhonud Women be denid 


the rar of Inftrution 2? If Know- 
ledge” 2 and Underſtanding had been 


_uſe- 


>, R 
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ELaG additions to the Sex, God Al- 
mighty wou d never have given them 
Capacities ; for he made nothing 
needlels : Bllides, | woud ask ſuch, 
What they Can x in lenorance, ie 
they.ſhou'd chink it a neceſl; lary Orna- 
ment to a Woman? Or how much 
worle is a Wiſe Woman than a Fool: 
Or what has the Woman done to for- 
feir the Privilege of being taught ? 
Does ſhe plague us with her Pride and 
Impertinence 2 Why did we. not let 
her learn, that ſhe might have had 
more Wic 2 Shall we upbraid Women 
with Folly , when 'tis only the Error 
of this inhuman Cuſtom, that hindred 
them being made wiſer 7 
The Capacities of Women 3 are fup- 
pos'd to, be greater ,. and their Senſes 
quicker than thole bf the Men ; and 
what they might be capable of being 
bred to, 1s plain. from ſome Inſtances 


of Female-Wir, which this Age IS NOL 
without ; 
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without; which upbraids us with In-+ 


juſtice, and looks as if we denid Wo- 


men the advantages of Education, for 


fear t they ſhou'd } Vye with che Men in 
their [mprovements. 
-="T'0 remove ris Objection , ah | 


that Women might have at Icaſt a 
needfil I of Education in 


all forts of Uſeful Learning , [ pro- 
poſe the Dra: ngnt of an Acaderny for 


that purpole. 


] know 'tis dangerous to ke Pub- 


Iick Appearances of the Sex ; chey are 


not either to be confm'd or -xpos 'd; the 
frit will diſagree with their Inclink 
tions, and the Jaſt with their Repu- 
rations ; and therefore it is ſomewhar 
difhculr ; and I doubt a Method pro- 
pos d by an Ingenious Lady, in a 
little Book, call d, Advice to the Ladies, 
would be found impradticable. For, & 
ving my Reſpect to the Sex, the Le- 
vity, which perhaps is a litele peculiar 

FO 
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to them; ar leaſt in cheir Youth, will 
not bear the Reſtraint ; and I am ſa- 
tish'd, nothing but the heighth of Bi- 
gotry can keep up a Nunnery: Women 
are extravagantly deſirous of going 
ro Heaven, and will puniſh their Prec- 
ty Bodies to get thither ; but nothing 
elſe will doit; and even in that caſe 
ſometimes it falls out that Nature will 
prevail. - HR; | 
When I talk therefore of an Aca- 
demy for Women , I mean both che 
Model the Teaching, and the Go- 
vernment, different from what is 
propos d by that Ingenious Lady, for 
whole Propoſal I have a very great 
Eſteem, and alſo a great Opinion of 
her Wit ; different too from all ſorts 
of Religious Confinement, and above 
all from Yows of Celibacy. 
\. Wherefore the Academy I propoſe 
ſhould differ bur little from Publick 
_ Schools, wherein ſuch Ladies as were | 
ds (0 __. 0 
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willing to ftudy , ſhou'd have all the 


their Genius, ph 
Bur ſince ſome Severities of Diſci- 


* 


advantages: of Learning ſuitable ro 


pline more than ordinary wou'd be 


ablolutely neceflary to preſerve the 


Reputarion of the Houſe, that Perſons 
of Quality and Fortune mighr-not be 
afraid to venture their Children thi- 


ther, I ſhall venture to make a ſmall 


Scheme by way of Eflay. 


The Houſe TI woud have built in a Forns 


by it ſelf, as well as in a Place by it 
elf. © 


The Building ſhou'd be of Three 


_. plain Fronts, withour any Jettings , 
or Bearing-Work, that the Eye 
might ar a Glance fee from one Coin 
_ fo the other; the Gardens walld in 
_ the ſame Triangular Figure, with:a 


large Moat, and bur one Entrance. . 
= When 
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When thus every part of the Sci- 
ruation was contriv d as well as might 
be for diſcovery, and to render In- 
trieguing dangerolis, | woud have no 
Guards, no Eyes, no Spies ſet over 
the Ladies , but ſhall expect them to 
be try d by the Principles of Honour 
and ſtrict Virtue. , 

And if I am askd, Why? I muſt 
ask Pardon of my own Sex for giving 
this reaſon for it : 

I am ſo much in Charity with Wo- 
men , and ſo well acquainted with 
Men, that 'tis my opinion, There 
needs no other Care to prevent In- 
rrieguing, than to keep the men ef- 
tectually away : For tho' Inclination , 
which we prettily call Love , does 
ſometimes move a little too viſibly in 
the Sex, and Frailty often follows; yet 
[ think verily, Cuſtom, which we milcall 
Modeſty, has ſo tar the Aſcendant over 
the Sex, that Solicitation always goes 


before it. Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom with Women ſtead of Virtue rules; 


Tt leads the Wieſt and commands the Fools : b 


For this alone, when Inclinations ren, 


Tho Virtue s fled will Acts of Vice reſtrain, 


Only by Cuſtom | tis that Virtue lives, 


And Love requires tobe ask'd before 1 it gives. 
For that which we call Modelty, 1s Pride : 
T hey ſcorn to ash,, and hate to be dentd. 
"Tis Cuſtom thus prevails upon their Want x 
T hey lnever beg,what askt they eas lygrant. 
And when the needleſs Ceremony s over, 


T hemſelves the Weakneſs of theSex liſcover. 
If then Deſires are ſtrong, and Nature free, 


Keep from her Men, and Opportunity. 
Elſe twill be vain to nd ber by Re ſtrat; 


But keep the Queſtion off, you keep the Saint. 


In = [et 2 Womas have never 
ſuch a Coming-Principle, ſhe will let 
you ask before ſhe complies, art leaſt 
if the be A Woman of any Honour. 


Cf Upon 
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Upon this ground I am perſuaded 
luch Meaſures might be taken , that 
the Ladies might have all the Freedom 
in the world within their own Walls, 
| and yer no Intrieguing , no Indecen- 
\£1es, nor Scandalous Aﬀairs happen : 
and in order to this, the following 
Cuſtoms and Laws ſhou'd be ob- 
ſervd in the Colleges; of which I 
woud propoſe One ar leaſt in every 
County in England, and about Ten 
for the City of London. 
After the Regulation of the Form 
of the Building as before ; 
(1.) All the Ladies who enter into 
_ the Houle, ſhou'd fer their Hands' to 
the Orders of the Houle , to ſignify 
their Conlent to ſubmit ro them. 
(2.)As noWoman ſhou'd be receiv d, 
| bur who declar'd her felt willing, and 
that it wasthe Act of her Choice to en- 
rer her ſelf, ſono Perſon ſhou d be con- 
kn'd to continue there a moment lon- _ 


QCcr 
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ger than the ſame voluntary Choice 
inclin'd her. 

(3-) The Charges of the Houſe 
being to be paid by the Ladies, every 
one that entred ſthoud have only this 
Incumbrance, That ſhe ſhou'd pay 
for the whole Year, tho' her mind 
{hou'd change as to hes continuance. 

(4.) An Act of Parliament ſhou'd 
make it Felony without Clergy, for 
any man to enter by Force or Fraud 
into the Houle, or to ſolicit any Wo- 
man, tho it were to Marry, while the 
was in the Houſe. And this Law 
wou'd by no means be ſevere ; becaute 
any Woman who was willing ro re- 
ceive the Addrefles of a Man, might 
diſcharge her felt of che ths when 
{he pleas'd ; d; and on the contrary, any 
Woman whe had occation, might dil- 
charge her ſelf of the Impertinent 


Addrefles of any Perſon the had an 


Averlion to, by entring into the Houſe. 
WW 2 In 


An Eſſay 


292 
In this Houſe, 


The Perſons who. Enter, ſhou'd be 
raughr all ſorts of Breeding ſuitableto' 
both their Genius and their Quality ; 
and in particular, Mufick and Dancing, 
which it wou d be cruelty to bar he 
Sex of , becauſe they are their Dar- 
lings : But beſides this, they ſhou'd be + 
caught Languages , as particularly 
French and Ttalian ; "Br I wou d ven- 
cure the Injury of giving a Woman 
more Tongues than one. 

They ſhou'd, as a particular Study, 
be taught all FW Graces of Speech, 
and all the neceſlary Air of Conver- 
ſation; which our common Edu- 
cation is ſo defective in, thar I 
need not expole it : They ſhou'd be 
brought to read Books, and eſpe- 
cially Hiſtory, and ſo - read as to 
make them underſtand the World, 


and 
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and be able ro know and judge of 


things when they hear of them. 
To ſuch whoſe Genius wou'd lead 


them to it, I wou'd deny no ſort of 


Learning 3 bid che chief thing in ge- 
neral is to culrive the Underſtandings 
of the Sex, that they may be capable 
"0 a ſorts of Converſation ; that 
_ their Parts and Judgments being im- 
provd, they may be as Profitable in 
cheir Converſation as chey are Pleaſant. 
Women, in my obſervation, have 
little or no dill; in them, but AS 
they are, or are not diſtinguiſh d by E- 
X ot .Tempers indeed may in ſome 
degree influence them , bur rhe main 
diſtinguiſhing part is thei Breeding. 
The whole Sex are generally Quick 


and Sharp: I believe I may be allowd 


ro lay generally ſo; for you rarely lee 
chem lumpiſh and heavy when they 
are Children, as Boys will often be. 
If aW oman be well-bred, and taught 

1 7 the 


” 
# 
£ 
- ! 


, 


294 An Eſſay 
the proper Management of her Natus 
ral Wit, ſhe proves generally very 
ſenhible Jnd retentive : And without 
partialiry, a Woman of Senſe and 
Manners: is the Fineſt and moſt Deli- 
cate Part of God's Creation ; the Glo- 
ry of her Maker, and FIR, great n- 
ſtance of his {1 ingular regard to Man, 
his Darling Creature , 7D whom he 
oave the beſt Gift ih God could 
Rftow, or man receive : And tis the 
lordid it Piece of Folly and Ingrati- 
rude in the world, to withhold from 
| the Sex the duc Luſtre which the ad- 
vantages of Education gives to the 

Natural Beauty of their Minds, 
A Woman well Bred and well 
Taught, firniſh'd with the additional 
Accompliſhments of Knowledge and 
Behaviour, #w a Creature without COM- 
pariſon ; her Society is the Emblem 
of F2HEN Enjoyments : : herPerſonis 
An gelick. andherConverſationheaven- 
Iy ; 
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ly : : ſhe is all Softneſs and Sweetnels, 
| Peace, Love, Wit, and Delight: She 
is every way ſuirallle roo ſublimeſt 
' Wiſh; and the man thar has ſuch a 
one to " Portion, has nothing to do. 
but to rejoice in her, and be thankful. | 
On the other hahd, Suppoſe her to ' 
be the very ſame Woman, and rob 
her of the Benefit of Education, and 
it follows thus ; : | 
Tf her Temper be Coe want of 
Education makes her Sofr hd Eaſy 
Her Wit, for want of Teaching, 
makes her Impertinene ; and Talka- 
tive. 
Her Knowledge, "i want of Judh - 
ment and Experience, makes her F an- 
ciful and Whimſical. 
If her Temper be Bad, want of 
Breeding makes her was and {he . 
grows Haughty, Infolent, had Loud. i 
If ſhe be Paſſionate, want of Man- 


Ners makes her Termagant , and 4 
216 7 Scold, 
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Scold, which 1s much at one with Lu- 
"960 

It ſhe be Proud, want of Diſcre- 
tion (which ſtill 15 Breeding ) makes 
her Concered, Fantaſtick, and Ridi- 
culous. 

And from theſe ſhe degenerares tO 
be Turbulent , Clamorous, Noiſy 
Naſty, and the Devil. 

MethinksMankind for their own ſakes, 
fince ſay what we will of the Women, 
we all think fit one time or other to U 
concern/d with * em, ſhou'd take ſome 
care to|breed them up to be ſutable 
42nd ſerviceable , if they expected no 
ſuch thing as Delight from 'em. Blels 
us! What Care © we take-w Breed | 
up a good Horſe, and to Break him 
well |! hd what 2 Value do we pur 
upon him when it is done, and all 
Wale He ſhbu'& be fir for our uſe ! 
and why not a Woman ? Since all 
_ her Ornaments and Beauty , without 


ſuicable 
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fuitable Behaviour, is a Cheat in Na- 
rure, like the falſe Tradeſman , who 
puts ic beſt of his Goods uppermoſt, 
that the Buyer may think the reſt arc 
of the ſame Goodnels. 

Beauty of the Body, which is the 
Womens Glory, ſeems to be now un- 
equally beſtow d, and Nature, Or ra- 
ther Providence, to lye under ſome 
Scandal about it , as if 'twas o1Ven a 
Woman for a Snae to Men , and fo 
make a kind of a She-Devil of her : 
Becauſe they ſay Exquiſite Beauty is 
rarely given with Wit; more rarely 


with Goodneſs of Temper , and ne- 
ver at all with Modeſty. And ſome, 


pretending ro juſtify the Equity of 


- ſuch a Diſtribution, will cell us 'tis the 
Effect of the Juſtice of Providence in 


dividing particular Excellencies among 
all his Creatures , -' 6h and ſhare a- 
at all might for 


| like, as it were , 
ſomething or other be acceptable ro 
one 


we Hop! *"* DO EE EIN PETER 4 
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one another, elle ſome wou'd be de- {| 
TI think both theſe Notions falſe; 
and yet the laſt, which has the ſhew 
of Reſpect ro Providence, is the worſt ; | 
for it ſuppoles Providence to be Indi- | 
gent and Empty ; as if it had not 
wherewith to furniſh all the Crea- 
tures it had made, but was fain to be 
parcimonious in its Gifts, and diſtri- 
bute them by piece-meal, for fear of | 
being exhauſted. 4 
it I might venture my Opinion 
againſt an almoſt univerſal Notion, I 
wou'd ſay, Moſt men miſtake the 
Proceedings of Providence in this 
cale, and all the world at this day are 
miſtaken in their Practice about it. 
And becauſe the Aflertion is very | 
| bold, I Cefire to explain my felt. ” 
That Almighty Firſt Cauſe which : 
made us all, is certainly the Fountain | 
of Excellence, as it is of Being, and ; 


by 
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by an Inviſible Influence could have 
diffuſed Equal Qualities and PerfeCti- 
ons to all the Creatures it has made, 


as the Sun does its Light, without the 


leaſt Ebb or Diminurion to himlelf ; 
and has given indeed to every indivi- 
dual ſufficient ro the Figure his Pro- 
vidence had defign'd him in the world. 

[ believe it might be defended, if 
I ſhould ſay, That I do ſuppoſe God 
has given to all Mankind equal Giits 


and Capacities, in that he has given 


them all Souls equally capable; and 


that the whole difference in Mankind 
proceeds either from Accidental Dit- 
terence in the Make of their Bodies, 
or from the fooliſh Difference of Edu- 


1. From Accidental Difference in 


Bodies. I wou'd avoid diſcourling here 


of the Philoſophical Poſition of the 
Soul in the Body : Bur if it be true - 
: = 


III 
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as Philoſophers do athrm, That the 
Underſtanding and Memory 1s dilated 


or contracted according to the acci» | 


dental Dimen{tons of the Organ 
through which 'tis convey d ; then 
tho! God has given a Soul as capable 
to me as another , yet if I have any 
Natural Defe& in thoſe Parts of the 
Body by which the Soul {hou act, 
I may have the ſame Soul infus'd as 
another man, and yet he be a Wiſe 
Man, and Ia very Fool. For example, 
It a Child naturally have a Detect in 
the Organ of Hearing , ſo that he 
cou'd never diſtinguiſh any Sound , 
that Child ſhall never be able to ſpeak 
or read, tho it have a Soul capable 
of all the Accompliſhments in the 
world. The Brain is the Centre of 
che Souls actings, where all the diſtin- 
guiſhing Faculties of it reſide ; and 
tis obſervable, A man who has a nar- 
row contracted Head, in which there 
IS 
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15not room for the due and neceſlary 
Operations of Nature by che Brain, 


is never a man of very great Judg- 
ment ; and that Proverb , 4 Great 


Head _ Little Wit, 1s not meant by 
Nature, but is a Reproof upon Sloth; 

as if one ſhou'd, by way of wond 
fay, Fe, fye, you that have a Great Heal 


have but Little Wit, that s ſtrange! that 


muſt certainly be your own fault. From 


_ this Notion I do believe there is 4 oreat | 


matter in the Breed of Men and Wo- 


men; not that Wiſe Men ſhall al- 


ways get Wile Children ; but I be- 
lieve Strong and Healthy Hades have 


the Wiſeſt Children; and Sickly Weak- 


ly Bodies affect the Wits as well as 
the Bodies of their Children. We 


are caſily perſuaded to believe this in 


the Breeds of Horſes, Cocks, Dogs, 


and other Creatures; and I believe 
tis as viiible in Men. 


Bur 


* 
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But to come cloſer ro the bulinels ; 
the great diſtinguiſhing difference | 
which is feen in the world between | 
Men and Women, is in their Educa- | 
tion ; and this is manifeſted by com- 
paring it with the difference between 
one Man or Woman, and another. 

And herein it is that I take upon me 
to make ſuch a bold Aflertion, Thar 
all the World are mnuſtaken in their 
Practice about Women : Forl cannor 
think that God Almighty ever made 
them ſo delicate, ſo glorious Creatures, 
and turniſh'd them with ſuch Charms, 
lo Agrecable and {o Delightful to 
Mankind, with Souls capable of the 
fame Accompliſhments with Men, 
and ail to be only Stewards of our 
Houtles, 'Cooks and Slaves. 

No: that I am for exalting the Fe- 
male Government in the leaft : Bur, 
in ſhorr, 7 wou'd have Men take Women 
for ( 011pa1100s ; and Educate them to be : 


PF fit 
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fi for it. A Woman of Senſe and 
Breeding will ſcorn as much tO Ce 
croach upon the Prerogative of the 
Man, as a Man of Senſe will fcorn to 
oppreſs the Weakneſs of the Woman. 
Bur if the Womens Souls were rettn'd 
and improv d by Teaching , that 
word woud be loſt; to ſay , The 
Weakneſs of the Sex, 6 ro Judgment, 
wou'd be Nonſenſe ; tor Ignorance | 
and Folly wou'd be no more to be 
found among Women than Men. 1 
remember a Paſlage which I heard 
from a very Fine Wort , the had. 
Wit and Capacity enough, an Extra- 
ordinary Shape and Face, and a Great 
Fortune, but had been cloy ſterd up 


all her time, and for fear of being 


| \ ſtolln had nor had the liberty of being 
'_ _ raught the common necellary | now- 
| ledge of Womens Aﬀairs; and when 
| {he came to converſe in the world, 
| her Natural Wit made her {o ſenſi blc 
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of the want of Education , that ſhe 
gave this ſhort Reflection on her ſelf : 


TI am aſhamd to talk, with my very 
Maids , ſays ſhe, for 1 don't know when 
they do right or wrong : I had more need 
— go to School, than be Married. 


1 need not enlarge on the Loſs the 
Defe&t of Education is to the Sex, 
nor argue the Benefit of the contrary 
Practice ; tis a thing will be more 
ealily granted than remedied : This 
Chapter is but an Eflay ar the thing, | 
and I refer the Practice to thole | 
Happy Days, if ever' they ſhall be, 
when men ſhall be wiſe enough to 
mend 1t. | 
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Of a Countr-Mercnan: 


Ask Pardon of the Learned Gentlc- 


men of the Long Robe, if I do 'em 


any wrong in this Chapter , having 


no deſign to. affront 'em ; when 7 


ſay, That in Matters of Debate among 


Merchants, when they comie to be ar- 


gued by Lawy ers at the Bar, they are 
ſtrangely handled. | my. Jar have 


heard very fanious Lawy ers make 


ſorry Work of a Cauſe between the 
Merchant - and his Fator ; and when 


they come to argue about rl , 


Dijcounts, Proteſts, Demorages, Charters 
Parties, Fraights, Port-Charg 'ges, Aſſuran- 


ces, Bovitins Bottomries, Accounts'Cur- 


rant, Accoimts in Gam: on, and 4c, 
count: in Company, and the like, the 


Sollicitor has not been able to draw a 


Brief, nor the Council r0 underſtand 
-—. = 
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it: Never was Young Parſon more 
put to 1t to make out his Text when 
hes got into the Pulpit without his 
Notes, than I have ſcen a Council at 
the Bar. when he wound make out a 

Cauſe between two Merchants: AndI 
rc: AA) a pretty Hiſtory of a parti- 
cutar Caſe, by way of Inſtance, When 
-tWO Merchants contending about a 
long Factorage-Account, that had all 
the Niceties of Merchandizing in it, 
2nd labouring on both ſides to 1n- 
{ttu&t their Council, and to put them 
in when they were out ; art laſt they 
found them make {auch on {tuft 
oft it, that they both threw up the 
Cauſe, and agreed to a Reference ; 
which Reference in one Week , with- 
out any Charge , ended all the Di- 
{pute, which they had ſpent a great 
deal of Money in before to no pur- 


_ wp 
Nay, 
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Nay , the very Judges themſelves 
( no Reflection upon their Learning ) 


have been very much at 2 loſs in oiving 
Inſtructions to a Jury,and Juries much _ 


more to underſtand them ; for when 


all 1s done . , Junies , wht” are not 
always, Ws often indeed of the 


'Wiſett Men. ; are to be ſure ill Um 


Pires 1N Canſes: fo nice, that the very 


Lawyer and Judge can hardly under- 


ſtand them: 
The Afﬀairs of Merchants are Ac- 


companied with ſuch variety of Cir- 
_cumſtances, fuch new and unuſual 
Coningences, which change and dif-. 
fer in every Age, with a multicude of 


Niceties and Pun&tilios; and thoſe 


apain altering as the Cilloms and 
-Uſages of Counties and States do al- 
ter ; that it has been found impracti- 
cle ro make any Laws that could 


extend to all Cafes: And our Law it 


ſelf does tacitly acknowledge its own 


RE. room 
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Imperiection in this Caſe, by allowing 
the Cuſtom of Mer IE to pals as a 
kind of Law, in caſes of Dittculty. _ 
Wherefore ir ſeems to me a moſt 
Natural Proceeding, That ſuch Afﬀeairs 
ſhou'd be heard before, and judg'd by 
{uch as by known 2s, and long 
Practice in the Cuſtoms and Uſages 
of Foreign Negoce, are of courſe 


the moſt capable ©0 determine the 
{ame. 


Beſides the oral of the 


Argument, there are ſome Caſes in 
our Laws 1 id which it is impoſſible for 
a Plaintiff ro make out his Caſe, or a 
. Defendant to makeour his Plea ; as in 
particular, when his Proofs are beyond 
Seas, for no Proteſts, Certthcations, or 
Procurations are allow'd i IN Our Courts 
as Evidence; and the Damages are 
Infnite and JAEIM able by any of the 
Proceedings of our Laws. 


For. 


pon Projefts. 9og : 


"For the anſwering all 46 Cirans 


ances , 4 Court nught be erected by 
Authority ofParliament, to be compos d 


of Six Judges Commiſſioners, whe 
{hou'd have Power to Hear nd De- 


cide as 2 Court of Equity, under the 


Title of, Fl Conrt-Merchant. 


_ The Proceedings of this Court 


{hou'd be ſhort , the Tmals {pee- 


dy, the Fees ealy, that every man 
might have immediate Remedy where 
Wrong 1s done :. For in Trials at Law 
about Merchants Afﬀairs, the Circum- 
Rances of the Caſe are often ſuch, as 
che long Proceedings of Courts of E- 
quity are. more pernicious than in 
other Caſes; becauſe the matters to 
which they ark generally relating, are 

under greater Conringences than 1n 
other caſes, as Effects in hands abroad, 
which want Orders, Ships and Scand 


> rap | 'ying 
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lying at Demoreage, and 3 in Pay, and 


the like. 
Theſe Six Judges ſhou 'd be hrs 


of the molt "1, 6in Merchants of 


the Kingdom, to relide in London, and: 
to have Power by Conminltion to 


ſurmmon a Council of Merchants , 


who ſhou'd decide all Caſes on hf 
Hearing of both Parties, with Appeal 


co the ſaid Judges. 
| Allo to delegate by Commiſſion 


Petty Councils 'of Merchants in the 


moſt conſiderable Ports of the King=- 
_ dom for the ſame purpole. : 

— TheSix Judges themſelves to be on- 
ly Judges of Appeal ; all Trials to be 
4 before the Council of Merchants, 
by Methods and Proceedings Singular 
and Concilc. 
"The Council to be ſworn to do Ju- 
"I and to be choſen annually our 


of the principal Merchants of the | 


WY: 
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xpon Projedts. —=— - 
The Procceaings here thou'd he 


without Pelay ; the Plaintiff to exhi- 
bit his Grievance by way of Brief, and 
the Defendant to give in his Anſwer, 


and a time of Hearing to be appoint- 


ed immediately. | 
The Defendant by Motion ſhall 
have liberty co put off Hearing, up-, 
on ſhowing good Caule ; not other= 
wile. 

At Hearing , every man to argue 
his own Cauſe, it he pleaſes , Or in- 
troduce any perſon to do it "4 him. 


Atteſtations and Proteſts from Fo- 


reign Parts, regularly procurd, and 
aurhenrickly lgnifid in due Form, to 
pals in Evidence ; Afidavits in We 
Form likewiſe Rats 07 and done before 
proper Magiſtrates within the King's 
Dominions , to be allow d as ENG 

dence. 
The Party griev'd may appeal x to 
the Six udges, before whom they ſhall 
A 4 plead 
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plead by Council , and fo their 
Judgment to have no AppeabL; :: 5:21 2: 
By this Method Infinite Contro- | 
verlies wou d beavoided, and Diſputes ; 
amicably ended, ulricnde of preſent X 
Incenveniences avoided ; and Mer- 
chand!zing-Matters wou x in a Mer- * 
chant-like manner be decided, by the 
. known Cuſtoms and Mirko, of 


Trade. 


Of SE AME N. 
ET is obſervable , That whenever * 


J this Kingdom | is engaged i ina War 
with any of its Neighbours , wo. 
oreat Inconveniences conſtancy fol-. 
bows: One LO the As; and one. ta | 


Trade. 


Ls 


{1.) That 


CL CT OD CE OOO Rm 
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(1) Thar to the Kinz is, That he 


is forced to preſs: Seamen tor he Man- 


ning of his Navy, and force themin- 


voluntarily into the Service : Which 


way of violent dragging men into the 


Fleet , is attended with ſundry ill cir- | 
cumſtances: AS, 


Olin Naval Preparations are re- 
oe and our Fleets always late, for 


want a Men ; which has exposd 


them not. a lictle, and been the ruin 
of many a good 2d well-laid EY 
dition. 

2. Several Irreoularities follow , As 
the Officers caking Money to dif 
Able Seamen , and filling up their 


Complement with raw and i improper 
Perſons. 


$.' Opyrelſions, euirellbs! and 
oftentimes Murthers, by the raſhneſs 


of Preſs-maſters , 2d the —— 


of ſome unwilling LO £0, 


__ 


4. Al. 
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4. Alﬀecret Averſion to the Service, 
from a Natural Principle, common. 
tothe Engliſh Nation, to Lan Com- 
pulſion. 

5. Kidnapping people « out of the 
Kingdom, robbing Houſes, and pick- 
ing Pockets ; frequenriy practiſed un- 
der pretence of Prefiing ; as has been 
very much uſed of late. 

With various Abules of i like 
nature, ſome to the King , and ome 
ro the be | 


(2 .) To Trade. By the extrava gant 
Price ſer on Wages for Seamen, which 
they impoſe on the Micha with a 
orc of Authority , and he is obliged 
ro give by 161,10 of the Scarcity of 
Men ; and that not from a real want 
of Men; for in the heighth of a Preſs, 
if a Mikhdli-man wanted Men, _ 
could ger a Protection for om, he 


might have any number immediately, 
and 


pon Projetts. Lo 315 


and none withour it; ſo ſhye were 
they of the Publick Service. "x 


The Firſt of theſe kinds "DH Me 


bo King above Three Millions Ster- 
lng, ſince the War, in thele Three 


Particular 
. Charge of Preſiing on Sea, ad 


ed for that purpoſe. 

2. Ships lying in Harbour for want 
of Men, at a vaſt Charge of Pay and 
Vicuals for thoſe they had. 

3. Keeping the whole Navy in 
FR: hs Pay and Proviſions all the 
Winter, for fear of loſing the Men 
aoainſt Summer, which has now been 
done ſeveral Years, beſides Bounty- 
Money and other Expences, to court 
and oblige the Seamen. 


The, Second of theſe, ( vie) the 
great Wages paid by he Merchant, 


on i and in ſmall Craft employ- 


has colt Trade, {1nce the War, above 
Twenty 


- * 
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Twenty Millions Sterling. The Coal- 
Trade gives a Specimen of it, who 
for the firſt Three Years of " M6 War 
gave 9 |. a Voyage to Common Sea- 
men . who before ſailed for 36 5. 
PHE computing the number of Ships 
and Men uſed in the Coal-Trade , 
and of Voyages made, at $ hands "a> 
. a Veſlel, does modeſtly accounting 
make 896000 |. difterence in one 
year, in Wages to Seamen inthe Coal- 
Trade only. 

For other Voyages , the fronce 
of Sailors Wages is 50 s. per Month, 
and 55 s. per Month, to Foremaſt- 
men, who before went for 26 5s. per 
Month: beſides ſubjecting the Mer- 
chant to the 1+ ma of the Seamen, 
who are not now to be pleaſed Sh 
any Proviſions, will admit no Halt- 
Pay, and command of the Captains 
even what they pleaſe; : Nay, the King 
hirnſc)f can hardly p-ealc TDs [2 
For 


upon Projets. 317 
For Cure of theſe Inconveniences it 
1s, the following Project 1s propos ; 
wich whichthe Seamen can have norea- 
ſon to be diflatisfied, nor are not art all 
injurd ; and yet che Damage ſuſtain” d 
will bs prevented, and an immenſe 
Sum of Money ſpard, which 15 now 
ſquander d away by the Profuſeneſs 
and Luxury of the Seamen: For if 
Prodigality weakens the Publi > 
Wealth of the Kingdom in oeneral, 
then are the Seamen but 11] Common» 
wealths-men, who are not viſt bly the 
Richer for the prodigious Sums of 


Money paid them either by the NY 
or the Merchant. 


The Projett 's this ; 


That by: an A& of pleas 2. 
Office or Court be erected, within the 


Juriſdiction of the Court of Admiral- 
7 and ſubject tO the Lord High Ad- 


'miral ; 
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miral; or otherwiſe Independent, and 
ſubject only to a Parliamentary'Au- 
thority ; as the Commiſſion for taking 
and ſtating the Publick Accounts. 


In this Court or Offce, or the ſeve- 
ral Branches of it ( which to chat end 


ſhall be ſubdivided, and plac'd:in eve- 


ry Sea-Port in the Kingdom ) ſhall be 
liſted and entred into immediate Pay 
all the Seamen in the- Kingdom, who 
ſhall be divided into Colleges Or 
_ Chambers of ſundry degrees, ſuitable 


to their ſeveral Capacities, with Pay 


in proportion to their Qualities; as 


Aenean, 
FF 2 ae; 7 I DOD dd ne a ASD mo co : 
- at ;» 15 hs ye EEE 44; FRY ” 4 at . 
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Boys, Youths, Servants, Men -Able, and | 
Raw, Mt: dſhip-men, Ofcers.' Pilots, Old | 


Men, and Penſioners. 
| The Circumſtantials of this Office; 
1. No Captain or Maſter of any 
Ship or Veſſel ſthon'd dare to hire or 


carry-to Sea with him any Seaman, 


but:ſuch as he ſhall receive from the 


Office aforeſaid, — 
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or other, but applying binaſelf. to the 
{aid Office to be employ'd as a Sailor, 


ſhou'd immediately enter into Pay, 


and receive for every Able Seaman 
24 s. per Month, and Juniors in pro- 
portion; to receive Halt-Pay while un- 


employ d,and liberty to work for them- 
ſelves, only to be at Call of the Office, 


and ns 4n 2ccount where to be Cad Z 


. No Sailor cou'd deſert, becaule 


no o Employment wou'd be to be had 
elſewhere. 


4. All Ships ar their clearing ar the 


Cuſtom-houle, ſhou'd receivea Ticker 
to the Office FO Men, where woud 


be always Choice —_ than Scarcity 3 


who ſhou'd be deliver'd over by the 
+ Office to the Captain or Maſter, with- | 
out any Trouble or Delay ; all liberry 


of Choice to be allow'd both to Ma- 


 ſterand Men, only ſo as togive up all 


Diſputes to the Officers apparent ro 


decide. = Note, 
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2. No man whatſoever , Seaman 
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> Note, By this woud be avoided the 
great Charge Captains and Owners axe 
'- at to keep Men on Board before they - 
are ready to 90 ; whereas now thecare 

of getting Men will be over, and all 
come on board in one day ; for the 
Captain carrying the Ticket to the Of- 

fice, he may go and chuſe his Men, if 

he will ; otherwiſe they will be ſent on 
board him, by Tickets ſent to their 
Dwellings, to repair on board ſuch a 


Ship. 


5. For all theſe Men that the Cap- 
tain or Maſter of the Ship takes , he 
{hall pay the Office, not the Seamen, 
28 5. per Month , ( which 4 s. per | 
Month Overplus of will be 
employ'd to pay the Half-Pay to the 
men out of Employ ), and ſo in pro- 
portion of Wages forJuniorss — | 

6. All Diſputes concerning the mu- 
tinying of Mariners, or other matters | 


of 


= "_ Þ dt. a. 
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of Debate berween the Captains and 
Men, to be trid by way of Appeal, 


in a Foy for that purpole to be erects 


ed as aforeſaid; _ 

. All diſcounting of Was Jes, ſj 
Time all Damages FR: Goods Avarages, 
ſtopping of Pay, and the like, to be 


adjuſted by Mig and Publicl Rules 
and Laws in Print, eſtabliſh'd by ns 


fame Act of Parliament ; by which 
means all littg1ous Suits Fb- the Court 
of Adn niralty ( which are Infinite ) 
would be prevented. 


8. No Ship that 15, permitted_to _ 
enter at the Cuſtom-Houle , and take 


In Goods, {hou] d ever be ur d Men, 


ordelay "Fra the deliveringthem above. 
kve days alter a Demand | made, and 4 
"Ticker from the Cuſtom-houſe delt- 
'verd; - gp Caſes, as Arreſts and 
Ecbat r90Cs, xcepred. 
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The Conſequences of this Method. 


| ty this means the Publick wou'd 
TRY no want of Seamen, and all 
the Charges and other Lghreniee: 
of Prefling Men would be prevented. 
2, The ibkolerablc Oppreſſion upon 
FT rade, from the Exorbitance of Wa- 
Jes, old Infolence of Mariners, wou d 


be taken off. 
. The following Sums of Money 
: bd d be paid to the Office, to lye in 

Bank as a Publick Fund for the Ser- 
vice of the Nation, to be diſpos'd of 
by Order of Parliament, and not 
otherwile ; a nn. being al- 
ways blitured in the Intervals of 
the Seſſion, to audit the Accounts , 
and a Treaſury for the Money, to be 
compos 'd of Members of the Houle, 
and to be chang” d every Sefion of "= 
lament. 

| t. Four 
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Four Shillings per Month Wages 
MES by the Merchants to the 
Office for the Men , more than the 
Office pays them. | | 
_ 2. In conſideration of the reducing 
Mens Wages , and conſequently 
Fraights to the former Prices or- near 
them, the Owners of Ships,or Merchants, 
| ſhall pay at the Importation of ll 
| Goods, 405. per Ton Freight, tc 
be ſtated upon all Goods and Fowp 
in proportion j reckoning it on 
Wine Tonnage trom Canaries, as the 
Standard , and on ſpecial Freights in 
proportion to the Freight formerly 
paid, and halt the ſaid Price | in tunes 
of Peace. 
|, Note, This may well be done, and no 
Burthen : ; for if Freights are reduced 
to their former Prices ( or near it ) 
as they will be if Wages are ſo too, 
then the Merch "ant may well pay it : 
As for Inſtance; Freight from Ta- 
2 maica 
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maica to London , formerly at 
6 (. 10s. per Tens now at 18 aud 
201. From Virginia, at 51. to 
61. 105. now at 14, 16, and 17 [. 
From Barbadoes, at 6 |. now at 161. 


From Oporto, at 2 |. now at 6 3 
and the like. 


The Pabktienc of the aboveſlaid 


'®, 
and it being ſuppoſed to be in her 
hands, nd currently managed , the 


Lerchants {hall de pay upon all 
Goods {hipp'd our, and _ d on. 


Sims beino a large Bank for a Fund, 


board from abroad, for and m— any 
Port of this Kinodom, 4 |. per Cent. 


on the real V ane, bena fide, ro be 
ſworn to, if Jemanded': - in conhide- 


ration whereof, the {aid Office ſhall be 
obliged to pay and make good all 


. Loſfles, Damages, Avarages, 36d Ca- 
284 OK whatlocver, 25 tully as by the 
- Cuſtom of Aſſurances now is done , 


Ww ich- 
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without any Diſcounts, Rebates, or 
Delays whatſoever ; the ſaid 4 l. per 
Cent. to be ſtated _ the Voyage to 
the Barbadoes, and enlarged or taken 
off, in proportion to the Voyage, by 
Rides and Laws, to be Printe ed and 
publickly know — 

Reſerving only, "That then, as rea= 
ſon good , "the ſaid Office ſhall have 
Power to direct Ships of all ſorts, how, 
and in what manner , and how lono 
they ſhall ſail, with, or wait for cas 
voys; and ſhall have Power ( with 


Limitations) to lay Embargoes on 


Ships, in order to compole Fleets for 


the benefit of Convoys. 


Theſe Rules, formerly noted, 
extend to all Trading by Sea, the 
Coaſting and Home-Fiſhing Taede 
excepted and for them | ir ſhould be 


orderd ; 


I} Firſt, 


2 
$I «+ 
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Firſt, For als the Colliers be- 


Ing provided with Kheh at 28 s. per 


Month , and Convoys in ſufficient 
n:mber , and proper Stations from 


: Hmodth-Blr to the River, ſo as they 
need not YO in Fleets , OR as Wind 
and Weather preſents, run all the way 


under the Protection of the Men of _ 
War, who ſhou'd be continually crui- 


fſing from Station to Station ; they 


would be able to perform their Voyage 
11 as ſhort time as formerly, and ar as 
cheap Pay, and conſequenely cou'd 

afford to {ell their Coals ar 17 s. 7 
Chaldron, as well as formerly a 


IJ if. 
f 


Wherefore there thoud be paid 
into the Freafury apDpol nted at 
Newcaſtle , by Bond to be paid 
where tzey deliver, 10 5s. per Chal- 
dromn, , Newc«/tle Meaſure e; and the ſta- 


ted 
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red Price at London to be 27 s. per 
Chaldron in the Pool , which 1s 3o 5. 
at the Buyers Hat and 1s fo far 


trom being dear, a —_ of War eſpe- 


cially, as * ib cheaper than ever was 


known in a War; and the Ofhcers 
ſhou'd by Proclamation confine the 
| Seller to thar Price. 


In conf! ECeration allo of the Charge 
of Convoys, the Ships bringing Coals 


{hall all pay 1 {. per Cent. on he Value 


of the Ship, to be agreed onat the Ot- 
tice; and all Convoy-Money exacted 
by Command of Ships, ſhall be re- 
linquiſh'd, and the Office ro make good 
all L olke of Ships , not Goods , thar 
{hall be loſt by Enemies only. 


T heſe Heads indeed are ſuch as wou'd 
need ſome Explication , if the Expc- 
riment were to be made ; and, with 
ſubmiſſion, wou'd edu the Seamen 

Y 4 ro 
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to better Circumſtances, at leatt 
Twoud have them in readinels for any 
Publick Service much eafier than 
by all the late mechods of En- 
coliragement by regiſtring Sea- 
men! 

For by this Method all the Sea- 
men in the Kingdom ſhou'd be the 
King's hired Servants, and receive 
their Wages from bie els OM- 
ployd them ; and' no man cou d hire 
Or employ them, but from him : The 
Merchant ſhow” d hire them of the 
King, and pay the King for them ; 
nor woud there be a Seantan'ih Eng- 
land out of Employ, which, by the way, 
ou d prevent their ſeeking Service abroad : 


If rhey were not actually at Sea, they 


WOY d receive Halt-Pay; and might 
be eir:ploy'd in Works about the Yards, 


5 ores, and Navy, to keep all chings 


[NF] R hs 
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If a Fleet or Squadron was to be 
fhtted out, they wou d be mann'd in 
a Week's time , for all the Seamen 
in. England wid be ready : Nor 
wou'd they be ſhye of the Service ; 
for it is not an Averſion to the King's 
Service; nor ti not that the Dury 1 iS 
harder £5 the Men of War than the 
Merchant-men; nor tis not fear of 
Danger which makes our Seamen 
lurk, and hide, and hang back in a 
time of War ; bur 'ris Wazes is the 
matter: 24s. per Month in the King's 
Service, and 40 to 50 s. per Month 
from the Merchant, is the true cauſe ; 


and the Seaman 1s in the right of E : 


too ; for who wou'd lerve his King 
and Countrey , and fight, and ** 


knock d o the head at 24 5s. per Month 


that can have 50 5s. without that ha- 
zard: And till this be remedied, 1 

vain are all the Encouragements 
which can be given to Seamen ; for 


they 
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they nd [bar tro make them Inſolcnr, 


and encourage their Extravagance. 

Nor wou 7 this Proceeding be any 
damage to the Seamen in general ; for 
24 5. per Month Wages, and to be 
kept in conſtant Service , or Halt- 
Pay when idle, 1s really "EY to the 
Seamen than 45 5s. per Month, as 
they now take it , conf dering Wu 
long they often lye idle on ſhore, out 
of Pa ay : For the extravagant Weice 
of. Seamens Wages, tho it has been 
an Intolerable Burthen to Trade, has 
not viſibly enrich'd the Sailors ; and 
they may as well be content with 245. 
yer Month now as formerly. 


On the other hand, Trade wou'd 
be ſenſibly 1eviv d by it, the intole- 


 rable Price of Freights wou'd be redu- 


ced,- and the Publick woud reap an 


ARS PA Benefr by the ei men- 


tion d inthe Propoſal; 


(1.) 4 5. 
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£45) £ s. per Month upon the Wa- 
oes of all the Seamen employ 'd by the 
Merchant; ;which if weallow 2 00000 
Seamen always in Employ, as there 
cannot be leſs in all the Ships be- 
longing to England, 1s 40000 b. oY 
Month. - 

(2.) 40 s.- put Ton Freight upon 
all Goods imported. 

(3.) 4 per Cent. on the Value of all 
Goods co or imported. 
(4) 10 5s. per Chaldron upon all 
the Coals ſhips d at Newcaſtle ; and 
1 per Cent. on the mo which nn 


them. 


What theſe Four Articles wou'd 
pay to the Exchequer yearly , ewou'd 
e very difficult to calculate, and- I 
am too near the End of this Boodle is 
artempr it : Bur I believe no Tax ever 
given tince this War, has come near it. 
'Tis 
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"Tis true, out of this the Publick 
wou d be to pay Halt-Pay to the Sea- 
men who ſhall be out of Employ, and 
all the Lofles and Damages on Goods | 
and Ships; which tho it might be conft- | 
derable, wou'd be ſmall, compar'd to 
the Payment aforeſaid; foras the Pre- 
mio of 4 per Cent. is but ſmall, fo the 
Safety lies upon all men being bound 
to Inſure: For I believe any one will 
grant me this, tis not the ſmaſllneſs of 
a Premio Ruins the Enfſurer, but 'tis 
the {mallneſs of the Quantity he In- 
| ſures; and I am not at all aſham'd to 
affirm, That let but a Premio of 4 /. 
per Cent. be paid into one Man's hand 
for all Goods Imported and Exported, 
and any Man may be the General En- 
' ſurer of the Kingdom, and yet that 
Premio can never hurt the Merchant 
neither. 
So that the vaſt Revenue this wou d 
raiſe, wou'd be felt no where, nei- 
EH. mer. - 
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ther Poor nor Rich wou'd Pay the 
more for Coals ; Foreign Goods 
wou'd be brought hotfic cheaper, and 


our own Goods cartid to Market 
cheaper ; Owners wou'd get more by 
Ships , Mercliafnts by Goods , and 
Loffes by Sea wou d be no Lof at all 
to any Body, becauſe Repaid "7 the 
Publick Stock. 

Another unſeen Advantage wou'd 
ariſe by it, we ſhou'd be bl to OuUt- 
work all our Neighbours, even the 
Dutch themſelves, by Sailing as cheap, 
and carrying Goods AS cheap In 4 
time of War as in Peace, an Advan- 
tage which has more in 1t; than 1s 
cafily thought of, and weed have a 
noble influence upon all our Foreign 
Trade. For what cou'd the Dutch & 
in Trade, if we cou d carry our 
Goods to Caliasd 505. per Ton Freight, 


and they give 8 or 10l. and the like 


in other Places ? Whereby we cou'd 


be 
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be able to Sell cheaper or get more 
thau our Neighbours. 3 

There are ſeveral conſiderable ciau- 
ſes might be added to this Propoſal, 
ſome of great advantage to the Ge- 
neral Trade of the Kingdom, ſome 
to particular Trades, and more to the 
Publick; bur I avoid being too Parti- 
cular in things which are but the Pro- 
duct of my own private Opinion. 

If the Government ſhou'dever pro- 
ceed to the Experiment, no queſtion 
but much more than has been hinted 
art wou'd appear ; nor do I ſee any 
oreat difficulty in the Attempt , or 
who wou'd be aggrievd at it; and 


there I leave it, rather wiſhing than 
_ expecting ro lee it undertaken. 


\ 


}-*Phe 


'The Concluſion. 


Pon a Review of the ſeveral Chapters 
4 of this Book, I find that inſtead of 
being\ able to go further, ſome things may 
have ſuffer'd for want of being fully ex- 
preſs'd ; \which if any perſon objeQ againſt, 
I only ſay, I cannot now avoid it : 1 have 
endeavour'd to keep to my Title, and of- 
fer'd but at an Eſſay; which any one 1s ar 
liberty to go on with as they pleaſe; for I 
can promiſe no Supplement. As to Errors 


of Opinion, tho? I am not yet convinc'd of 


any, yet I no where pretend to Infallibility : 
However, I do not willingly allert any 
thing which I have not good Grounds for. 
If Iam miſtaken, let him that finds the Er- 
ror, inform the World better, and never 
trouble himſelf to animadvert upon this, 
fince I aſſure him I ſhall not enter into any 
Pen and Ink Conteſt on the matter. 


As to Objections which may lye againſt 


any of the Propoſals made 1n this Book, I 
have in ſome places menriond fuch as oc- 
curr'd to my Thoughts. I [hall never atlume 
that Arrogance to pretend no other or tur- 

ther 
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ther ObjeQions may be rais'd ; but da real- 
ly believe no ſuch ObjeQion can be rais'd, 
as will overthrow any Scheme here laid 
down, fo as to render the thing impraQtica- 
ble : Neither do I think but chat all men 
will acknowledge moſt of the Propoſals in 
this Book would be of as great, and perhaps 
greater Advantage to the Publick, than I | 
have pretend:d to. 
As jor ſuch who read Books only to find 
out the Author's faux Pas, who will quar- 
rel at the Meanncis of Stile, Errors of 
Pointing , Bulneſs of Expreſſhon, or the 
like, I have bur little ro ſay to. them 5 
I chought I had corrected ic very carefully , 
and yet fome Miipointings and ſmall Er- 
rors have ilipr me, whici tis too late to 
help : Asto Language, I have been rather 
careful to make it ſpeak Exz/;ſb tuitable to 
the Manaer of the Story, than to dreſs ic up 
Wah Exactnels of Stile ; chulicg rather 
to have ir Free and Familiar, according "x 
che Nature of Eſjays, than to Grain at a Per- 
fetion of Language, which Lrather wiſh for, 


than pretend to bs Miſter of, 
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| XeroduBtien , Page 3. Line 7. for Eldgments read Lodgments. 
Page 9. Line 19. put the Comma berween probable and jo, 


Page 316;Line 19, for 896000 read 89690; - 
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